


The Intent and Purpose of Transvestla

ENTERTAINMENT -  EDUCATION -  EXPRESSION

TRANSVESTLA i d  p u b l i s h e d  b y ,  f o r  an d  a b o u t  T r a n s v e s t i t e s  f o r  
t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  c e n t e r  a b o u t  w h i c h  p e o p l e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  may g a t h e r *  I t s  p a g e s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  
f o r  t h e  i n i t i a t e d ;  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  who s e e  e v i l  w he re  none 
e x i s t s ;  and  E x p r e s s i o n  o f  o p i n i o n  b o t h  l a y  an d  p r o f e s s i o n a l *  
D i s c u s s i o n ,  s h a r i n g  i d e a s  an d  e x p e r i e n c e s  a l l  l e a d  t o  g r e a t e r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  an y  f a c e t  o f  human b e h a v i o u r *

TRANSVESTIA s e e k s  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  b o t h  t o  and  a b o u t  
T r a n s v e s t i t e s  and  T r a n s v e s t i s m  i n  o r d e r  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g  o f  t h i s  fo r m  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  e x p r e s s i o n ,  n o t  o n l y  among 
t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t ,  b u t  by  f r i e n d s  and  r e l a t i v e s  who may 
f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d .

TRANSVESTIA a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  means  o f  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  
w e l l  a s  d i s s e m i n a t i n g  i t .  M e d i c a l  s o i e n o e  h a s  no a d e q u a t e  means  
o f  c o n t a c t i n g  and i n t e r v i e w i n g  enough  T r a n s v e s t i t e s  who a r e  r e -  
s o n a b l y  w e l l  a d j u s t e d  t o  t h e i r  p r o b l e m  and  n o t  c o m p l i c a t e d  by 
o t h e r  p s y o h o - s o o i a l  b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r n s  t o  fo rm  any  w e l l  con­
s i d e r e d  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  s u b j e c t .  T h i s  m a g a s i n e  h a s  and 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  r e s e a r c h  m a t e r i a l  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g  o f  T r a n s v e s t i s m  by p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  s o c ­
i o l o g i s t s ,  l a w y e r s ,  j u r i s t s  and  p o l i o e  o f f i c i a l s

KNOWLEDGE 
UNDERSTANDING 
ACCEPTANCE 
PEACE OF MIND

i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  
i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  
i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  
i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f

UNDERSTANDING 
ACCEPTANCE 
PEACE OF MIND 
HAPPINESS

B u t  u n h a p p i n e s s , l o n e l i n e s s  an d  f e a r  hav e  t o o  l o n g  been  t h e  l o t  
o f  t h e  T r a n s v e s t i t e .  I t  i s  t o  be h o p ed  t h a t  TRANSVESTIA oan 
h e l p  t h r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  t o  b r i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and h a p p i n e s s .

*** ««*

"When yo u make t h e  two o n e ...........an d  when you make t h e  MALE AND
THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE— t h e n  s h a l l  you e n t e r  t h e  K ingdom ."

The above  i s  a  " s a y i n g  o f  J e s u s "  
f r o m  t h e  " G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h o m as . "
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MARILYN GIRL OF THE MONTH

I was 28 y e a r s  o l d  b e f o r e  I was g i v e n  a  n a m e - t h a t  i s ,  a  
g i r l ’ s nam e- an d  t h e n  i t  was I who made t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and “g a v e “ 
t h e  name.  I had a l w a y s  l o v e d  t h e  name “M a r i l y n “- and n o t  s i m p ly  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  movie s t a r  who c a r r i e s  t h e  l a s t  name 
o f  Monroe— b u t  more so b e c a u s e  i t  t o  me s i g n i f i e d  t r u e  f e m i n i n ­
i t y .

M a r i l y n  was “c o n c e i v e d “ when h e r  male s i d e  was p e r h a p s  3 
t o  5 y e a r s  o l d .  She was “b o r n "  when t h e  “ to m b o y ” in  h e r  was 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  23 y e a r s  o f  a g e .  “B o r n “ , I s a y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  was 
a t  t h i s  age  t h a t  I s t a r t e d  t o  r e a l l y  l i v e  t r a n s v e s t i s m  and e n j o y  
i t .  I had d i s c a r d e d  my e f f o r t s  o f  y e a r s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  p r o b ­
l em .  I had f i n a l l y  come t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  I must  l e a r n  t o  
l i v e  w i t h  i t - n o t  f i g h t  i t .  More o f  t h i s  l a t e r .

I ’ m n o t  s u r e  why I p i c k e d  t h e  age  o f  3 t o  5 y e a r s  a s  t h e  
s t a r t  o f  i t  a l l .  One r e a l l y  w o n d e r s 1 w h e t h e r  I may have been 
b o r n  w i t h  i t - o r  p e r h a p s  a t  l e a s t  had t h e  n a t u r e  o r  make up t o  
a l l o w  i t  t o  d e v e l o p .  I do r e c a l l  v e r y  e a r l y  t h o u g h t s  o f  envy 
a t  a b o u t  t h i s  a g e .  And I do r e c a l l  i n  t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d  w a l k i n g  
i n t o  t h e  bedroom o f  a  y oung  boy f r i e n d ' s  m o t h e r ,  w h i l e  she was 
o n l y  p a r t l y  a t t i r e d ,  and b e i n g  s c o l d e d  f o r  t h i s .  T h e r e  was no­
t h i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o u t s t a n d i n g  a s  t o  h e r  a p p a r e l  so p e r h a p s  i t  
i s  o f  no s i g n i f i c a n c e . However t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  s t i c k s  o u t  in  
my mind l e a d s  me t o  b e l i e v e  i t  h a s .

I was r a i s e d  i n  a f a m i l y  i n  w h ich  I was t h e  o n l y  boy among 
s e v e r a l  s i s t e r s .  I was t r e a t e d  w e l l  and g i v e n  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  
a s  a  b o y .  T h e r e  were  no i n c i d e n t s  o f  p e t t i c o a t  p u n i s h m e n t  o r  
c r o s s d r e s s i n g  a s  i s  so o f t e n  t h e  c a s e .  Maybe I was t r e a t e d  t o o  
w e l l ;  p e r h a p s  i t  was t h e  g e n e r a l  f e m i n i n e  i n f l u e n c e  a b o u t  me; o r  
p o s s i b l y  i t  was a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  and c o u n t l e s s  o t h e r  “un ­
know n“ f a c t o r s .  F o r  t h e s e  a n s w e r s  I am s t i l l  l o o k i n g .

T h e r e  we re  no s i g n i f i c e n t  i n c i d e n t s  o f  c r o s s d r e s s i n g  d u r i n g  
my g r a d e  and h i g h  s c h o o l  y e a r s .  I f e l t  g r e a t  envy t h o u g h ,  a s  I 
o b s e r v e d  t h e  y oung  g r a d e  s c h o o l  and t e e n  age  g i r l s  i n  t h e i r  fem-
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i n i n e  a t t i r e .  I e n v i s i o n e d  and c r e a t e d  many a  f a n t a s y  in  w h ich  
I was p u t  in  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e s e  you ng  l a d i e s  and was a b l e  t o  o r  
made t o  wear  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g .  S in c e  t h e r e  a r e  no i n c i d e n t s  o f  
d o m i n a t io n  by women o v e r  me, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why 
t h i s  t y p e  o f  f a n t a s y  s h o u l d  b e ,  b u t  my r e c o l l e c t i o n  g o e s  back  t o  
e a r l y  g r a d e  s c h o o l  d a y s .

In  s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  l o n g i n g s ,  I p a r t i c i p a t e d  a c t i v e l y  in  g r a d e  
s c h o o l  s p o r t s  and in  n u m ero u s  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  I d i d  n o t  en gage  
in  s p o r t s  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  e x c e p t  on an i n f o r m a l  b a s i s .  However ,  
my t im e  was w e l l  t a k e n  up by c l a s s  and s t u d e n t  body a c t i v i t i e s .
I was s u c c e s s f u l  in  l e a d e r s h i p  e f f o r t s  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s .  I s ay  
t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  n o t  t o  b o a s t  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  r e f l e c t  w ha t  i s  n o t  a t  
a l l  uncommon, s e e m i n g l y ,  among TV’ s .  T h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t h ­
l e t i c  a b i l i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  l e a d e r s h i p  c a p a b i l i t y .

The tempo o f  my TV f e e l i n g s  i n c r e a s e d  in  my h i g h  s c h o o l  
y e a r s .  The a t t i r e  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  g i r l s  aeemed more e x c i t i n g  
t h a n  b e f o r e .  I s t i l l  remember  t h e  v i ew  o f  a  w h i t e  s a t i n  s l i p  
d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  few weeks  o f  my f i r s t  y e a r .  The young  g i r l ’ s 
b l o u s e  had s i m p l y  r i s e n  an i n c h  o r  two above h e r  s k i r t ,  a l l o w i n g  
t h e  s l i p  t o  b l o u s e  o v e r  t h e  s k i r t  a  b i t .  I t  w a s n ’ t  l i k e  t h a t  
l o n g  and I d i d n ’ t  o b s e r v e  l o n g  f o r  f e a r  t h a t  my ”o v e r - s i z e d M 
ey e s  would be n o t i c e d .  I t  was a s i m p l e  t h i n g  and y e t  t h e  b e a u t y  
of  t h i s  s l i p  and t h e  envy  I f e l t  t o w a r d  t h e  g i r l  who wore i t  were 
s im p ly  o v e r p o w e r i n g .

I r e c a l l  t h a t  a  day o r  two l a t e r ,  w i t h  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h a t  
s l i p  i n  m ind ,  I s e a r c h e d  t h e  d r a w e r s  o f  t h e  b u r e a u  o f  one o f  my 
s i s t e r s .  I fo u n d  a s l i p  o f  s i m i l a r  t e x t u r e  and removed i t .  S l i p  
p i n g  i t  on ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  c a n n o t  h e r e  be a d e q u a t e l y  d e s c r i b e d ,  b u t  
a l l  TV' s  have  f e l t  i t .  T h i s  was a n o t h e r  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  my l i f e  
t i m e .

From t im e  t o  t i m e  in  my h i g h  s c h o o l  d a y s  and i n t o  c o l l e g e ,
I would f o r  moments b o r r o w  v a r i o u s  a r t i c l e s  o f  my s i s t e r ’ s a t t ­
i r e  a n d ^ s l i p  them on .  However ,  t h e  s t r a i n  o f  t h i s  was d i f f i c u l t  
b e c a u s e  I a l w a y s  f e a r e d  t h a t  I would  n o t  r e t u r n  them p r e c i s e l y  
a s  I had fou nd  them and t h a t  t h u s  my " g r e a t  s e c r e t ” would  be d i s ­
c o v e r e d .

I s h o u l d  m e n t i o n  t h a t  my r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  g i r l s  h a s  a l w a y s  
been  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Whi le  I d i d  n o t  d a t e  a s  much a s  some b o y s ,  I
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was p e r h a p s  a v e r a g e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  and my o u t l o o k  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  
h a s  a l w a y s  been  h e t e r o s e x u a l ,  I am e x t r e m e l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h i s .

In  t h e  e a r l y  #4 0 f s I was i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  e i t h e r  i n  s c h o o l  
o r  o v e r s e a s .  T h e r e  was n o t h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .
The o l d  e n v i e s  and f e e l i n g s  were  a l w a y s  p r e s e n t  b u t  I b e l i e v e  
t h e  c o n s t a n t  a c t i v i t y  t o o k  my mind o f f  t h i n g s  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
e x t e n t .

I m e n t i o n e d  a t  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h i s  s t o r y  t h a t  M a r i l y n  
was ‘' b o r n "  when she  was a r o u n d  23 y e a r s  o f  a g e .  L e t  me t e l l  you 
o f  t h i s .

I had r e t u r n e d  f r om  t h e  s e r v i c e  and was bac k  i n  c o l l e g e .  
D u r i n g  t h e  summer m o n th s  I had an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r a v e l  t o  San 
F r a n c i s c o  f o r  some r e s e r v e  t r a i n i n g .  Whi le  t h e r e  I v i s i t e d  t h e  
famous  F i n n o c h i o ' s .  I had n o t  h e a r d  o f  i t  b e f o r e  and was t a k e n  
t h e r e  by f r i e n d s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  i t  was one o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
any t o u r i s t  s h o u l d  do w h i l e  i n  t h e  Bay A r e a .

But  i n  one r e s p e c t  I was no o r d i n a r y  t o u r i s t .  To see  t h e s e  
f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r s  t r u l y  " s e t  me o f f " .  I was t h r i l l e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  we re  t h o s e  who c o u l d  d r e s s  a s  g i r l s  and i n  p u b l i c  t o o !  I 
d o n ' t  know where  I had  bee n a l l  my l i f e  b u t  t h i s  was n o t h i n g  t h a t  
my home town had h a d .

On t h e  way b ac k  t o  my home s t a t e  and to w n ,  t h e  t h r i l l  o f  
h a v i n g  s e e n  t h e s e  i m p e r s o n a t o r s  was w i t h  me. I t o o  w a n te d  t o  
d r e s s  u p ,  even  t h o u g h  i t  would  n o t  be i n  p u b l i c .

With  f e a r  and t r e m b l i n g ,  I soon made my f i r s t  p u r c h a s e  o f  
l a d i e s  a p p a r e l .  The f i r s t  s t o r e  was t h e  " h a r d e s t " .  T h e r e  I 
b o u g h t  some l i n g e r i e .  I u s e d  t h e  e x c u s e  t h a t  i t  was f o r  someone 
e l s e .  By some s t r o k e  o f  l u c k ,  t h e  s i z e  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be f a i r l y  
c l o s e  t o  my own. I p u r c h a s e d  a  h a l f  s l i p  a t  a n o t h e r  s t o r e  and a  
d r e s s  a t  a  d r e s s  s h o p .  Here  I ,  had s t a t e d  t h a t  I n e e d e d  i t  f o r  
a  m a s q u e r a d e  p a r t y .  The c l e r k  was v e r y  c o - o p e r a t i v e ,  b u t  c o u l d  
n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  why I p i c k e d  o u t  t h e  more e x p e n s i v e  s a t i n  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  p l a i n  c o t t o n .  She t h o u g h t  I was a b i t  e x t r a v a g e n t .
I t  was a s m a l l  shop  and I was a s k e d  i f  I w a n te d  t o  t r y  i t  on f o r  
s i z e .  I was f a r  t o o  b a s h f u l  t h e n  and r e g r e t f u l l y  d e c l i n e d .

A f t e r  t r y i n g  them on i n  t h e  s e c l u s i o n  o f  my home, I became 
f r i g h t e n e d  o f  d i s c o v e r y  and t h a t  same day d e s t r o y e d  t h e  " e v i d e n c e " .

6 ,



Thi s  t y p e  o f  r o u t i n e  and a c t i v i t y  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  a r o u n d  1953«
I t  o c c u r r e d  on an a v e r a g e  o f  p e r h a p s  once  e v e r y  two m o n t h s .  The 
p a t t e r n  was a l w a y s  t h e  same:  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  t h r i l l  o f  t h e  p u r ­
c h a s e s ,  e n j o y  them a t  home f o r  a w h i l e ,  and t h e n  d e s t r o y  them b e ­
cause of  t h e  g u i l t  f e e l i n g  a n d / o r  t h e  f e a r  o f  b e i n g  d i s c o v e r e d .  
There m ig h t  be a  p u r c h a s e  o f  o n l y  one i t e m ,  o r  i t  c o u l d  be an 
e n t i r e  o u t f i t ;  t h e  t i m e  o f  r e t e n t i o n  i n  h i d i n g  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  
would v a r y  f r om  a  day t o  a  month o r  t w o .  Each t i m e  t h a t  t h e  
c y c le  ended I had  mixed f e e l i n g s  o f  s a d n e s s  a t  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  
g a r m e n t s ,  and r e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r  t o  be d e t e c t ­
ed by members o f  my f a m i l y .

I had a l s o  r e s o l v e d  e a c h  t im e  t h a t  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n s  t o  p u r ­
chase  and w ear  f e m a l e  c l o t h i n g  would  n e v e r  g e t  t h e  b e s t  o f  me 
a g a i n .  How u n t r u t h f u l  I was w i t h  m y s e l f .  A c t u a l l y  I b e l i e v e  
the  ex p e n s e  and w a s t e  o f  i t  a l l  was w h a t  f i n a l l y  aw akened  me. I 
s im p ly  was s p e n d i n g  t o o  much.  So t o  c o n q u e r  t h i s  v e r y  r e a l  p r o b ­
lem I p u t  m y s e l f  on a  b u d g e t .  A c e r t a i n  sum e a c h  month  was a l l o t -  
ed f o r  my f e m i n i n e  s i d e .  I t o l d  m y s e l f  t h a t  M a r i l y n  s i m p l y  would  
have t o  l i v e  w i t h i n  t h i s  a l l o w a n c e .

E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  m o n th ,  I have  c o n s i s t e n t l y  bee n  w i t h i n  
my b u d g e t .  I f  t h e  p u r c h a s e s  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  month do n o t  amount  
t o  t h e  a l l o t e d  sum, t h e  r e s e r v e  i s  s i m p l y  i n c r e a s e d .  Thus  t h e r e  
i s  no Mr e q u i r e m e n t H t o  u s e  t h e  b u d g e t e d  amount  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
month .  As a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a  r e s e r v e  a l l o w s  
one t o  make t h e  l a r g e r  p u r c h a s e  such  a s  a  n i c e  w ig  and c o u n t l e s s  
o t h e r  n i c e  b u t  e x p e n s i v e  i t e m s .

I t  s t a r t l e s  me t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  l a r g e  amo unt  o f  money I have 
s p e n t  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  7 o r  8 y e a r s .  However ,  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  
I have  a t  l e a s t  r e g u l a t e d  a n d ,  more i m p o r t a n t ,  c o n t r o l l e d  my 
s p e n d i n g  i s  r e a s s u r i n g  t o  me. E v e r y  penny  s p e n t  h a s  bee n  c h a r g e d  
t o  t h e  r e s e r v e  on hand a t  t h e  t i m e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s ,  
p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  c l o t h i n g - e v e r y t h i n g  o f  any  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  TV d e ­
s i r e s .  I recommend t h i s  s y s t e m  t o  a l l  o f  my TV f r i e n d s .

The d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  my b u d g e t  s y s t e m  made me a l s o  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  I c o u ld  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  be c o n t i n u a l l y  p u r c h a s i n g  and t h e n  
d e s t r o y i n g  c l o t h i n g — t h e  b u d g e t  s i m p l y  w o u l d n ' t  p e r m i t  i t .  So 
t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t o  do was t o  p u r c h a s e  and r e t a i n  t h e  l o v e l y  i t e m s .  
And t h u s  t h e  b u d g e t  and t h e  n e e d  f o r  c o n t r o l l e d  e x p e n d i t u r e s  was
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an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  in  t h e  m ak ing  o f  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e c i s i o n .
At l a s t  I r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  I c o u l d  n e v e r  e l i m i n a t e  ray TV d e s i r e s .
I e n j o y e d  t o o  much t h e  f e m a l e  a t t i r e  and t h e  l i f e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  
my d e s i r e s .  The o n l y  t h i n g  t o  do was t o  d e t e r m i n e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  
t h i s  " t h i n g "  c a l l e d  t r a n s v e s t i s m — n o t  f i g h t  i t .

H a v in g  f i n a l l y  f a c e d  t h e  p r o b l e m  h o n e s t l y ,  and  h a v i n g  p l a c e d  
a  b u d g e t a r y  c e i l i n g  on e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  I s e t t l e d  bac k  t o  g a i n  a s  
much e n j o y m e n t  f o r  my f e m i n i n e  s i d e  a s  my more c o n v e n t i o n a l  male 
l i f e  would  a l l o w .  I s l o w l y  have  b u i l t  a  w a r d r o b e  wh ich  i s  o f  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  p l e a s u r e  t o  me. As m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  I s e l e c t e d  
my name " M a r i ly n '* .  I hav e  r e a d  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e  on t h e  s u b ­
j e c t  t o  d e v e l o p  my own u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  I have  met  and c o r r e s p o n d ­
ed w i t h  a  number  o f  TV f r i e n d s  a l l  o f  whom have bee n  v e r y  n i c e  
t o  know.

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s ,  much a t t e n t i o n  h a s  been 
g i v e n  t o  makeup t e c h n i q u e s .  B e f o r e  t h a t  I had  been  s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  s i m p l y  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e  w i t h  s t a n d a r d  makeup.  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
I had p a i d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e y e b r o w s .  Now, I g i v e  much 
c a r e  t o  t h i s  a r e a  o f  t h e  f a c e .  I p l u c k  my brows t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
p o s s i b l e  and t h e n  a r c h  them even  more when mak ing  u p .  What a  
d i f f e r e n c e  i t  m akes .

I am g r a t e f u l  t o o ,  t o  S u s an n a  and h e r  f r i e n d s  who s u g g e s t e d  
a  r e a l  l i g h t  makeup b a s e  t h a t  a s s i s t s  i n  r e m o v i n g  t h e  o t h e r w i s e  
l i g h t  shadow o f  b e a r d .  How I envy t h e  l i g h t  b e a r d e d  TV. How­
e v e r ,  a r t f u l  makeup g o e s  a l o n g  way t o  even  t h e  a d v a n t a g e .

W e ig h t  i s  i m p o r t a n t .  A l t h o u g h  I am s l i g h t l y  o v e r  6 f e e t  
t a l l ,  I ha ve  managed t o  k e e p  my w e i g h t  down t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
150 p o u n d s .  T h i s  i s  o f  c o u r s e  u n d e r w e i g h t  f o r  t h e  m a l e ,  b u t  
a s s i s t s  m a t e r i a l l y  i n  c r e a t i n g  a f e m i n i n e  f i g u r e .  A s i z e  16 
d r e s s  f i t s  w e l l .  Some s i z e  1 4 ' s  and  15*s  w i l l  a l s o  f e e l  and l o o k  
f i n e .  A M er ry  Widow o r  some fo rm  o f  w a i s t  c i n c h  a s s i s t s  i n  dev­
e l o p i n g  t h e  f i g u r e  a t  t h e  w a i s t  l i n e .  L i k e  most  g i r l s  who t a k e  
p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e ,  much w o r k ,  t i m e  and e f f o r t  g o e s  i n t o  
i t s  c r e a t i o n  and i t s  r e t e n t i o n .  However, ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  one may 
a c h i e v e  a r e  i n d e e d  w o r t h  i t  a l l .

The f u t u r e ?  L ik e  many T V ' s  I am s t i l l  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  g i r l  a s  a  mate  f o r  m a r r i a g e .  I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  
h e a r t e n i n g  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  now a good many s u c c e s s f u l
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m a r r i a g e s  in  which a  TV i s  one o f  t h e  p a r t n e r s .  T r a n s v e s t i a ,  I 
am s u r e ,  i s  d o i n g  much t o  bre akdow n many o t h e r  e x i s t i n g  b a r r i e r s .

F u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  good t o  know t h a t  TV’ s 15 and 20 y e a r s —
p er h a p s  more— o l d e r  t h a n  I a r e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  e n j o y  t h e i r  TV i n ­
c l i n a t i o n s .  When I r e a d  h i s t o r i e s  and s t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e ,  
t h e  d o u b t s  and f e a r s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  a r e  i n  a  g r e a t  p a r t  e l i m i n a t e d .

I have been  m o d e r a t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I have
l i v e d  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  m a l e .  F o r  t h i s  I am mos t  g r a t e f u l .  How­
e v e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  Mb i r t h M o f  M a r i l y n ,  and i n d e e d  even  i n  h e r  c r e a t ­
ive  s t a g e  o f  o v e r  20 y e a r s ,  I have  fo u n d  much p l e a s u r e  w e a r i n g ,  
t h i n k i n g ,  a c t i n g  and l i v i n g  t h e  f e m i n i n e .

The " a v e r a g e "  male  can have h i s  a v e r a g e  e x i s t e n c e .  What 
would I cho os e  were I t o  s t a r t  t h i s  l i f e  a g a i n ?  The same two 
i n g r e d i e n t s  o f  t h e  male  and f e m a l e ,  o n l y  t h a t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  s o o n ­
e r ,  a l i t t l e  more o f  t h e  M a r i l y n  i n  me. I c o u l d  n o t  a s k  f o r  
more h a p p i n e s s .

M a r i l y n

T h e r e  was a you ng  man f rom S t .  P a u l ,  
Who was k e e n l y  a d m i r e d  by a l l ,

For  when he was ’’d r e s s e d ” ,
I t  must  be c o n f e s s e d ,

’’S h e ” l o o k e d  l i k e  a r e g u l a r  d o l l .

A c e r t a i n  you ng  f e l l o w  named B u r t ,  
Donned makeup ,  a  b l o u s e  and s k i r t ,

He s a i d ,  ” 1 c o n f e s s ,
When I ' m  in  a  d r e s s ,

I t ' s  fu n when t h e  g u y s  s t a r t  t o  f l i r t .
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****** MARCIA'S VISIT TO SUSANNA'S LINGER!! SHOP ******

Whi le  t h e  u n e x p e c t e d  r a i n  p a t t e r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  shop windows 
p r o d u c i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  an  I m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  p a i n t i n g  t o  any  o u t ­
s i d e r  who l o o k e d  a t  t h e  c o l o r f u l  d i s p l a y ,  y oung  M a r o i a  s t o o d  i n ­
s i d e  l i s t e n i n g  t o  " S u s a n n a " ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r *

f,You w an t  a  hap p y  m a r r i a g e  someday— one t h a t  w i l l  l a s t ?
Then t a k e  my a d v i c e .  D r e s s  t o  p l e a s e  y o u r s e l f ,  h u t  t o  p l e a s e  
y o u r  h u s b a n d  t o o .  T h a t ' s  i m p o r t a n t .  You know men l i k e  t h e i r  
women i n  b e a u t i f u l  u n d e r c l o t h e s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e y  l i k e  them i n  
b e a u t i f u l  o u t e r  c l o t h e s .  Men come h e r e  and t h e y  buy s h e e r  n i g h t  
go w ns ,  w i s p y  p a n t i e s ,  and  d a r i n g  b r a s ,  f o r  g i f t s .  And you know 
w h a t?  Some o f  t h e  w i v e s  r e f u s e  t o  wear  th em .  I  a s k  y o u ,  i s  
t h a t  t o o  much f o r  a  w i f e  t o  do? B e f o r e  you know i t ,  t h e  hus-r 
band s t a r t s  g o i n g  t o  s t r i p  shows and  b u y i n g  m a g a z i n e s  t h a t  have 
p i c t u r e s  o f  g i r l s  d r e s s e d  t h e  way he l i k e s  t o  s ee  them.  Hi s  
w i f e  i s  s e l f i s h ,  n a r r o w m i n d e d . — I t ' s  no  s u r p r i s e  i f  he s t a r t s  
l o o k i n g  f o r  someone e l s e . "

" W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  blame t h e  p o o r  d e a r s .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
s i m p l y  d r e a d f u l ,  h a v i n g  a woman l i k e  t h a t .  As f o r  me, I ' l l  
w e a r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t ' s  n i c e . - L o n g  a s  i t ' s  n o t  b u r l a p , "  M a r o i a  
s a i d ,  s m i l i n g .  She b e n t  f o r w a r d  and r a n  h e r  h a n d s  o v e r  h e r  
l e g s  t o  make s u r e  h e r  seams were  s t r a i g h t .  Her s h e e r  s t o c k i n g s  
o f  ebony b l a c k  d i s a p p e a r e d  u n d e r  a t i g h t  s h e a t h  s k i r t  o f  m a t c h ­
i n g  b l a c k  s a t i n .  " I  mean a f t e r  a l l ,  i f  I had a  h u s b a n d  why 
s h o u l d n ' t  I  p l e a s e  him by t h e  way I d r e s s ?  I t h i n k  men s h o u l d  
w ear  more a t t r a c t i v e  c l o t h e s ,  b u t  I know t h a t  some women l e t  
t h e m s e l v e s  go and d o n ' t  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  l o v e l y  t h i n g s  
t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h em .  And t h e n . . . — o h - h - h !  - S u s a n n a ,  
w ha t  a r e  t h o s e  I s ee  i n  t h e  c a s e  t h e r e ?  See where  I ' m  p o i n t ­
i n g ?

M a r c i a ' s  a t t e n t i o n  was c a p t u r e d  by some p a l e  b l u e  s i l k  and 
l a c e ,  among t h e  a r r a y  o f  f e m i n i n e  u n d e r w e a r  u n d e r  t h e  g l a s s  
c o u n t e r  b e f o r e  h e r .

S u s a n n a  f o u n d  t h e  i t e m  and u n f o l d e d  i t  and  h e l d  i t  up f o r  
M a r c i a .  " I t ' s  a  b l o o m e r , "  she  e x p l a i n e d .  Bu t  i t ' s  a s h o r t e r  
v e r s i o n .  I n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  above t h e  k n e e s ,  i t  r e a c h e s  a t h i r d
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of t h e  way up t h e  t h i g h s .  And you s e e  i t  h a s  a t i n y  z i p p e r  
in  t h e  b a c k ,  r u n n i n g  down t h e  c e n t e r . ”

"How a d o r a b l e ! "  M a r c i a  e x c l a i m e d ,  a s  she  t o o k  them and 
examined t h e  l u s h  t r i m  o f  n y l o n  l a c e  a t  t h e  e l a s t i c  l e g s ,  
and t h e  t u n n e l e d  e l a s t i c  w a i s t .  She m a r v e l l e d  a t  t h e  r o s e  
©n t h e  l e f t  s i d e  w h ich  was hand e m b r o i d e r e d  i n  v a r i o u s  h u e s  
o f  p i n k .  H o l d i n g  them c l o s e  t o  h e r  w a i s t ,  she  i m a g i n e d  h e r ­
s e l f  w e a r i n g  them.

A l t h o u g h  she  l i k e d  a l l  t y p e s  o f  p a n t i e s ,  she  had  a 
s p e c i a l  p a s s i o n  f o r  b l o o m e r s — t h a t  began  when she  was a  
l i t t l e  g i r l .  M a r c i a  remembered  how,  w i t h  a d m i r i n g  b u t  en ­
v i o u s  e y e s ,  she would  w a tc h  h e r  two o l d e r  s i s t e r s ,  who,  
w h i l e  l a c i n g  e a ch  o t h e r ’ s c o r s e t s ,  o r  d r e s s i n g  and  a p p l y i n g  
t h e i r  m a k e - u p ,  s a u n t e r e d  a b o u t  i n  h i g h  h e e l s  and s i l k  
b l o o m e r s .  When t h e y  were  f u l l y  d r e s s e d  and  w i t h  t h e i r  
f r i snds  p l a y i n g  games o r  s i t t i n g  a r o u n d  and  t a l k i n g ,  she  
e n j o y e d  g l i m p s e s  o f  t h e i r  p r e t t y  b l o o m e r s  p e e p i n g  o u t  f rom  
u n d e r  t h e i r  s h o r t  s k i r t s .  Much a s  she  was a t t r a c t e d  t o  
t h i s  u n d e r g a r m e n t , i t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  h e r  t w e l f t h  b i r t h d a y  t h a t  
h e r  m o t h e r  p r e s e n t e d  h e r  w i t h  some d a i n t y  p i n k  b l o o m e r s  o f  
h e r  own. She was so d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  t h e s e  s i l k e n  g a r m e n t s — 
and t h e i r  bows o f  b l u e  r i b b o n  a t  t h e  k n e e s ,  t h a t  f o r  
a w h i l e ,  she  even  wore  them t o  b e d .  They  t i c k l e d  h e r  l e g s  
p l e a s a n t l y  and made h e r  f e e l  more f e m i n i n e  t h a n  h ad  h e r  
c o t t o n  o r  r a y o n  p a n t i e s .

She had  been  p r o u d  o f  h e r  b l o o m e r s ,  and  n o t  a t  a l l  
e m b a r a s s e d  i f  o t h e r s  a c c i d e n t a l l y  saw h e r  w e a r i n g  them .  
So m e t im es ,  t o  t e a s e  h e r  b r o t h e r  T ed ,  who was a b o u t  h e r  
same a g e ,  she w ou ld  s a u c i l y  f l i p  up h e r  s k i r t  and  show him 
h e r  b l o o m e r s — t a u n t i n g  him w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  g i r l s  wore 
p r e t t i e r  u n d e r w e a r  t h a n  b oys  d i d .  She was r e a l l y  v e r y  f o n d  
o f  h e r  b r o t h e r ,  and o n c e ,  a t  h i s  r e q u e s t ,  she  l e t  him w e a r  
a p a i r  o f  h e r  f a v o r i t e  b l o o m e r s ,  t o  s e e  how t h e y  f e l t .  He 
a d m i t t e d  t o  h e r  t h a t  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  g i r l s  we re  l u c k i e r  
t h a n  b o y s ,  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  a p p a r e l .  She was s o r r y  f o r  him 
b e i n g  a  boy,  he was n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  w e a r  s o f t e r ,  d a i n t e r  
t h i n g s .
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Fr#m t h a t  tim e o n, she n e v e r te aee d  him a g a in .  At d i f ­
f e r e n t  t im e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r in g  H a llo w e e n , she w ould l e t  him 
w ear ene e f  h e r  s l i p s  and some n y lo n  s t o c k in g s .  Her s i s t e r s ,  
and even a g i r l  f r ie n d  e f  t h e i r s  jo in e d  i n .  The s i s t e r s  lo a n e d  
him seme h ig h  h e e le d  sh o es and a c o r s e le t .  W ith a e u r l in g  
ir o n  and some make-up th e y  made Ted lo o k  l i k e  a oharm ing young 
la d y .  M a rc ia  knew t h a t  Ted e n jo y e d  e v e ry  moment e f  th e se  ex­
p e r ie n c e s .  B u t ,  she r e f l e c t e d ,  what male w o u ld n 't  i f  g iv e n  
th e ch an ce ?

Susanna p la c e d  a "CLOSED" s ig n  on the door o f the shop 
and re t u r n e d  te  M a re ia .

"Come in  the back and have some te a  w ith  me. The r a in  
w o n 't  l e t  UP f o r  a w h ile ,  se I 'm  c lo s in g  the s t o r e  f o r  to d a y . 
B e s id e s ,  I  have some t h in g  t h a t  I  t h in k  w i l l  i n t e r e s t  y o u " .

G a th e rin g  h e r b la c k  le a t h e r  ja c k e t  and p u r s e ,  and c a r r y ­
in g  the b lo o m e rs, M a rc ia  fo llo w e d  Susanna in t o  the l i v i n g  
room b e h in d  the shop where th e y  had been many tim e s b e fo re .

S u sann a, an a u t h o r it y  on l i n g e r i e  and a c o n s u lt a n t  f o r  
a g ro w in g  number o f women, had th e ap p e aran ce  o f a good- 
le e k in g ,  m id d le -a g e d  la d y .  She had a t r im , w e ll- k e p t  f i g ­
u re  t h a t  was o fte n  the r e c i p i e n t  o f a d m irin g  g la n c e s  from  
p e rs o n s  e f  both s e x e s . But in  a d d it io n  to th e se  t h in g s ,  she 
had k in d n e s s  and u n d e rs t a n d in g .

Te M a re ia , now a s t u d e n t - d e s ig n e r ,  she had been l i k e  
an a u n t o r second m other. She had h e lp e d  M a rc ia  in  many 
w ay s, in c lu d in g  the t r a i n i n g  o f  h e r f ig u r e .  F o r days she 
had d i s c i p l i n e d  M a re ia  in  the w e a rin g  o f a c o r s e t  t h a t  
h e lp e d  c r e a t e  h e r  p r e s e n t  h o u r - g la s s  f ig u r e .  When she wore 
the ene p ie c e  le a t h e r  g i r d l e  w h ich  co v e re d  h e r from  b u s t te 
t h ig h s ,  M a rc ia  f e l t  l i k e  she w ould b u r s t  in  two p ie c e s  o r 
m ere! B ut she seen g e t u se d  te  i t .  There were la e e s  to  t h i s  
c o r s e t  and a wide b e lt  aro u n d  the w a is t  from  w h ich  a n o th e r 
n a rro w e r b e l t ,  g o in g  down th e c e n te r  and coming up from  be­
tween the le g s ,  fa s t e n e d  in  f r o n t .  Each day Susanna had 
t ig h t e n e d  the la c e s  and b e lt s  more and mere u n t i l  M a rc ia  
f e l t  she w ould swoon from  d is c o m f o r t .  Te h e r amazement, she
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f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  d i s c o m f o r t  wa i  t e m p o r a r y  and f a d e d  i n t o  a  
s t r a n g e l y  g r a t i f y i n g  f e e l i n g  o f  e x h i l a r a t i o n .

T h a t  had bee n a s t e r n  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  b u t  i t  was o o r -  
t a i n l y  r e w a r d i n g ,  M a r c i a  c o n c l u d e d ,  a s  she  s a t  on t h e  e e u e h  
and e r o s s e d  h e r  l e g s .

" S u s a n n a ,  I o r d e r e d  some g r e e n  s t e p - i n s  and  I ' m  mad 
a b o u t  t h e  l e m o n - c o l o r e d  s l i p  I g o t  l a s t  w eek ,  b u t  s t i l l  my 
f a v o r i t e  e o l o r  f o r  u n d i e s  i s  b l a c k  o r  p i n k .  Why i s  t h a t ?

" P in k  r e s e m b l e s  t h e  e o l o r  o f  f l e s h . .  I t  eomes c l o s e s t  
t o  s i m u l a t i n g  n u d i t y .  And b l a c k ,  by i t s  s t r o n g  c o n t r a s t ,  
a c c e n t u a t e s  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  l i g h t  s k i n ,  b u t  more t h a n  t h a t  I 
c a n ' t  t e l l  y o u " ,  Su san n a  r e p l i e d ,  a s  she  s l i p p e d  o u t  o f  h o r  
d r e s s  and r e v e a l e d  a f u l l - l e n g t h  w h i t e  s l i p .  M a r c i a  g a s p e d  
in  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  The s l i p  had a c a m i s o l e  t o p  i n s e t  w i t h  l a t ­
t i c e - w o r k  and  l a c e .  And t h e  b e a u t y  o f  i t  was e n h a n c e d  by 
S u s a n n a ' s  f i r m  b r e a s t s  w h ich  t h r u s t  u pw ard  and o u t w a r d  a g a i n s t  
i t .  For  a moment,  M a r c i a  had an  i m p u l s e  t o  hug S u s an n a  and 
b u r y  h e r  h e a d  a g a i n s t  h e r  n y l o n - c l a d  bosom— a s  she had done 
on a few o c c a s i o n s  b e f o r e  when S u s an n a  wo uld  t a k e  h o r  i n  h e r  
arms and t r y  t o  c o m f o r t  h e r  from, t h e  p a i n  o f  some deep d i s ­
a p p o i n t m e n t .

"You know" ,  S u s an n a  c o n t i n u e d ,  "L es  D e v o r e ,  t h e  f a s h i o n  
e x p e r t  s a y s  t h a t  b l a c k  i s  t h e  s e x i e s t  e o l o r  i n  t h e  w o r l d  and 
i t  i s n ' t  even a c o l o r .  And J u e l  P a r k  whose l i n g e r i e  shop h a s  
a s  many male  c u s t o m e r s  a s  i t  h a s  f e m a l e  c u s t o m e r s ,  s a y s  t h a t  
men p r e f e r  b l a c k  o r  r e d  f o r  t h e i r  women ' s  l i n g e r i e .  D o n a ld a  
J o r d a n ,  a r e d h e a d e d  m o d e l ,  and V a l l k y r a - a  s h o w g i r l ,  f a v o r  
b l a c k ,  a s  d o e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  r e p o r t s ,  b e a u t i f u l  Tana L o u i s e .
— S© you s ee  y o u a r e n ' t  a l o n e  i n  y o u r  c h o i c e  o f  b l a c k " .  A f t e r  
she f a s t e n e d  a h o u s e c o a t  a b o u t  h e r ,  S u s a n n a  h e a t e d  somo w a t e r ,  
and t u r n e d  t o  M a r c i a .

"While  I u n p ac k  t h a t  box o v e r  t h e r e ,  you can g e t  t h e  
©ups and s a u c e r s  o u t " .

Whi le  M a r c i a  d i d  a s  s u g g e s t e d ,  she had  an odd f e e l i n g  
a b o u t  S u s a n n a .  A f l e e t i n g  on© t h a t  she  g o t  now and t h e n ,  
t h a t  Susanna  was n o t  a l w a y s  q u i t e  h e r  s e l f — t h a t  she  became 
to© a b r u p t  o r  u n g r a c e f u l — a l m o s t  ev en  m a s c u l i n e  a t  t i m e s .
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M a r c i a  d i s m i s s e d  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s .  Maybe she was j u s t  b e i n g  
t o o  s e n s i t i v e .  She w o n d e red  wha t  s u r p r i s e  S u san n a  had  f o r  
h e r .  She seemed t o  h av e  e v e r y t h i n g  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  wo nder­
f u l  w o r l d  o f  l i n g e r i e  i n  h e r  l i t t l e  s h o p .  No wonder  t h a t  men 
a s  w e l l  a s  women came t o  p u r c h a s e  f rom h e r .  No w o n d e r ,  t o o ,  
t h a t  men b o u g h t  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a s  S u san n a  had i n f o r ­
med h e r  once  b e f o r e .  M a r c i a  was a s t o n i s h e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  men 
e n j o y e d  w e a r i n g  f r i l l i e s .  Bu t  t h e  more she  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  t h e  
more j u s t i f i a b l e  t h e  m a t t e r  seemed .  They wore s u c h  common 
and d r a b  c l o t h e s — u n d e r c l o t h e s  e s p e c i a l l y ,  she  t h o u g h t ,  why 
s h o u l d n ' t  t h e y ?  D i d n ' t  t h e y  h av e  a r i g h t  t o  w ear  b e a u t i f u l  
t h i n g s ?  A g a i n ,  she  r e c a l l e d  how h e r  b r o t h e r — and he  c e r ­
t a i n l y  was f a r  f rom b e i n g  a  " s i s s y " — how h e ,  i n  t h e i r  c h i l d ­
hood  d a y s ,  was f a s c i n a t e d  by h e r  s i l k  u n d i e s .  She s m i l e d ,  
w o n d e r i n g  how he would  r e a c t ,  i f  t o d a y ,  y e a r s  l a t e r  s i n c e  
t h a t  t i m e ,  she  w ou ld  s en d  him a  g i f t  o f  some b l o o m e r s ,  o r  
p e r h a p s  seme t r u n k  o r  f l a r e - s t y l e  p a n t i e s !  She w a lk e d  i n t o  
t h e  room i n  t h e  s h o r t  s t e p s  t h a t  h e r  t i g h t  s k i r t  would  o n l y  
a l l o w ,  and beg an  p o u r i n g  t h e  t e a  t h a t  was now r e a d y .

MMy boy f r i e n d  ia  g o i n g  away f o r  a few w e e k s " ,  M a r c i a  
s a id ,  M— to  v i s i t  some r e l a t i v e s ,  and you know wh at  he a s k e d  
me? He wanis to  have a p a ir  o f  my s e a n t i e s - a s  a  s o r t  o f  sou­
v e n i r  o r  s u b s t it u t e  s i n c e  I  c a n ' t  be w i t h  h im .  I c a n ' t  
blame him i f  he l i k e s  my p r e t t y  t h i n g s ,  b u t  i s n ' t  t h a t  k i n d  
o f  s i l l y ? "

" C e r t a i n l y - n e t .  T h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  u n u s u a l  a b o u t  t h a t ,  
my D e a r .  T h a t h as bee n g e i n g  on s i n c e  t h e  C r u s a d e r s ,  and 
p r o b a b l y  b e f o r e  t h e i r  t i m e .  And o f  c o u r s e  y o u ' v e  h e a r d  o f  
c o l l e g e  p a n ty  r a i d s .  Many o f  my l a d y  c u s t o m e r s  t e l l  me a b o u t  
s u c h  r e q u e s t s .  Why L ib b y  J o n e s ,  ene o f  ©ur b e s t  t o p  s t r i p p e r s  
g e t s  h u n d r e d s  o f  r e q u e s t s  f o r  b r a s ,  h o s e ,  p a n t i e s ,  and G- 
s t r i n g s ,  f rom m ale f a n s .  M os t  o f  t h e  men sen d  h e r  t h e  i t e m  
t h e y  want  h e r  t o  wear  and t h e n  she  d o es  we ar  t h e  i t e m — a t  
l e a s t  o n c e — and  t h e n  r e t u r n s  i t  t o  them .  N e t  l o n g  a g o ,  L ibby  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e r o  wero p a n t i e s  w h i c h  she  had  worn t h a t  a r e  now 
h a n g i n g  i n  s u b m a r i n e  wa rd  r o o m s ,  and  f l y i n g  w i t h  SAC combat  
c r e w s .  She h a s  a  b r a s s i e r e  t h a t  b e l o n g e d  t o  h e r  t h a t  i s  now 
i n  a  q u o n s e t  h u t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  DEW l i n e .  — You s h o u l d  be 
p l e a s e d  t h a t  y o u r  f r i e n d  a p p r o v e s  o f  y o u r  t a s t e  i n  c l o t h i n g
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and that ho is so fond of you.
"I  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  o f  i t  t h a t  way.  Maybe y o u ' r e  r i g h t .  I 

d i d n ' t  know i t  w a s n ' t  u n u s u a l  t o  do t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t . "

" H ere ,  c a t c h  t h i s , "  S u s an n a  s a i d ,  t h r o w i n g  s o m e t h i n g  to  
M a r c i a .

What M a r c i a  c a u g h t  i n  h e r  h a n d s  made h e r  e y e s  l i g h t  u p .  
She d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  i t  was a b i k i n i  s t y l e  b r i e f  w i t h  a b u i l t -  
in  g a r t e r  b e l t  w i t h  l a c e y  g a r t e r  t a b s .  The b r i e f  was made o f  
s t r a w b e r r y  c o l o r e d  c h i f f o n  w i t h  an o v e r  l a y e r  o f  b l a c k  l a c e  
and on t h e  i n s i d e ,  t h e  c r o t c h  was r e i n f o r c e d  w i t h  a l i n i n g  o f  
p i n k  l a t e x  r u b b e r .

" T h e y ’r e  _so b r i e f .  But  so c u t e .  I s i m p l y  m us t  t r y  them
on.  May I ,  S u s an n a? "

"By a l l  m eans .  How e l s e  can you know i f  t h e y ' l l  f i t ?  
Those  s a t i n  b l o o m e r s  I ' l l  add t o  y o u r  a c c o u n t ,  b u t  t h e s e  yeu 
may h a v e .  They a r e  t h e  l i t t l e  g i f t  I p r o m i s e d  y o u . "

"Oh, t h a n k s  a m i l l i o n , "  M a r c i a  s a i d  e x c i t e d l y ,  q u i c k l y  
s t e p p i n g  o u t  o f  h e r  p e n c i l  t h i n  h i g h  h e e l s  and u n z i p p i n g  h e r  
s k i r t .  She l e t  Susan na t a k e  t h e  l a t t e r  and p la c e  i t  c a r e ­
f u l l y  on t h e  c o u c h .  M a r c i a  now i n s e r t e d  h e r  thumbs  i n  the 
w a i s t b a n d  o f  h e r  d i a p h o n o u s  p i n k  p a n t i e s  and s lo w ly  s l i d  them 
o v e r  h e r  h i p s .  S in c e  she a l w a y s  wore v e r y  f o r m - f i t t i n g  
b r i e f s  u n d e r  h e r  s l i m  s k i r t s ,  she  was c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  r i p  them. 
I t  was h e r  h a b i t  t o  buy t h e  s m a l l e s t  p a i r  she  c o u ld  p o e s ib ly  
wear  and t h e n  soak them i n  h o t  p e r f u m e d  w a t e r  t o  make them 
s h r i n k  even s m a l l e r .  S u s an n a  h e l p e d  h e r  remove t h e  p a n t ie s  
and t h e n  unho ok ed  h e r  g a r t e r  b e l t  f o r  h e r  i n  b a c k .

"You sh o u ld  be proud o f y o u r m easurem en ts, M a rc ia »  You 
s u r e l y  d o n ’ t  need any  padded g i r d l e s  f o r  the 'N a t u ra l*  s t y le  
t h a t  i s  now c u r r e n t .  Y our h ip s  and d e r r ie r e  a re  j u s t  r i g h t . "

M a r c i a  b l u s h e d  a t  t h e  co m p lim en t. She l i k e d  a t i g h t  
w a i s t  n i p p e r ,  b u t  she  d i d n 't  l i k e  a g i r d l e  to  c o v e r h e r 
t h i g h s  and b o t t o m .  She l i k e d  the m uo eles e f  h e r t h ig h s  and 
b u t t o c k s  t o  move in  f r e e d o m  a s she w alke d  w ith  them c la d  in  
c a r e s s i n g  s i l k  or  r u b b e r .  I t  made h e r f e e l  g r e a t  when h e r
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h ip «  u n d u la te d  in  su«h freedom  and caused the s i l k  e r  ru b b e r 
• f  h e r  u n d ie s  te  ru b  in t im a t e ly  a g a in s t  h e r s k i n .

She p u lle d  the re d  garm ent up h e r le g s ,  y e t  c a u t io u s ly  se 
t h a t  she w e u ld n 't  snag h e r  s t e c k in g s .  The b r i e f  was t i g h t  the 
way she w anted i t  te  be and the sm eethness e f  the c h if f e n  gave 
h e r  ereamy s e n s it iv e  s k in  t h r i l l i n g  s e n s a t io n s  a s  she a d ju s t e d  
i t  i n  p la e e .  The g a r t e r  b e lt  exten ded a c c o rd in g  te  h e r  s i z e ,  
and th eu g h  the garm ent hung lew  a b e u t h e r h ip s ,  i t  was s e c u re . 
F a s t e n in g  the s t e c k in g s ,  M a rc ia  knew t h a t  t h i s  was the b e s t 
b i k i n i  b r i e f  in  h e r  w a rd re b e . She f e l t  happy a s she th e u g h t 
e f  t h i s  and a le e  a b e u t th e  b e a u t if u l  b le e m e rs she had n e t y e t  
w e rn . She was a n x ie u s  te  t r y  them en t e e ,  but she c o u ld n 't  
e v e r s t a y  h e r  v i s i t .  She p u t h e r s k i r t  and sh e es back e n , and 
p la c e d  thb p in k  p a n t ie s ,  g a r t e r s  and new b lee m e rs in  h e r hand­
bag, NI  c a n 't  th an k yeu eneugh, S u s a n n a ,"  she s a id ,  a f t e r  
d r in k in g  h e r  t e a .  She w ent e v e r te  Susanna and embraced h e r .  
A f f e c t io n a t e l y ,  Susanna p a tte d  h e r en the b ack.

"S u sa n n a , D a r l in g ,  th e s e  u n d ie s  a re  p e s i t i v e l y  dream y. 
Y e u 'r e  been v e ry  n ic e  te  me— hew w i l l  I  e v e r  make i t  up te  
y e u ? "

" D o n 't-b e  s i l l y , "  Susanna s a id ,

" I  t h in k  the r a in  h as l e t  u p . I  must ge new— take  e a re , 
S u s a n n a ."

As she w atched M a re ia  le a v e ,  Susanna f e l t  h ap p y, te e . 
Happy t h a t  she had g iv e n  M a re ia  some j e y ,  and happy t h a t  she 
h e r s e l f  was s u c c e e d in g — in  b e in g  a c c e p te d  a s a woman amcng 
women.

F e m in in e  e le t h in g  had a lw a y s  been h e r p le a s u r e .  I t  was 
th e m y ste ry  and m agic e f  i t s  a l l u r e  w ith  h e r ewn s in g u la r  tem­
peram ent t h a t  le d  h e r te  h e r p re s e n t  l i f e .  I t  was twe y e a r s  
new s in o e  she had epened h e r l i n g e r i e  shep and e p e ra te d  u n d e r 
the n a m e 'e f "S u san n a!1.

She knew , a s  she s le w ly  remeved h e r w ig e f  b e a u t if u l  
b la c k  h a i r ,  and d e tach e d  h e r l i f e - l i k e  " f a l s i e s " ,  t h a t  t h i s  
was the way she wanted h e r l i f e  te  be. As a "s h e "  whe was 
r e a l l y  a " h e " — a fem ale im p e rs o n a to r, e r  mere a c c u r a t e ly  and 
c o r r e c t l y — a m ale t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  "s h e "  was p e s it i v e  e f  t h i s ,
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COMPETITION 
By-----------LIL

"You j e a l o u s ? * * , I a s k e d  o f  my f e l l o w  one d a y .
I* d  been  g e t t i n g  much more t h a n  my s h a r e  

Of w h i s t l e s ,  l a s c i v i o u s  l o o k s  f r om  t h e  men 
. . . m o r e  t h a n  i f  I ' d  gone b a r e .

"Yes**, he  s a i d  d u l l y .  I  p a t t e d  h i s  c h e e k ,
S a i d ,  "Honey,  d o n ' t  g i v e  i t  a  w o r r y .

" I  o e r t a i n l y  w o n ' t  have  t o - d o  w i t h  t h o s e  d o p e s ,
"Bu t  i t  d o es  p u t  my h e a r t  i n  a  f l u r r y  

"To s ee  them r e a c t  t o  t h e  l i f t  o f  my b r a ,
"The ch romespun s p i n  o f  my s k i r t ,

"My c l a t t e r  o f  b r a c e l e t s ,  my s n u g g e d - i n  w a i s t .
" A t t e n t i o n  l i k e  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  h u r t .

" I t ' s  m e r e l y  a  t r e a t  t o  my e g o , you  know,
"To l e t  my a p p e a r a n c e  a p p e a l .

" I f  you were  a  g i r l  y o u ' d  know t h e  d e l i g h t  
"Of l o o k i n g  a s  l u s h  a s  you f e e l . "

He s m i l e d  r u e f u l l y .  " T h a t ' s  j u s t  w h a t  I  mean.
" I ' m  j e a l o u s  o f  a l l  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  

" T h a t  p e o p l e  pay  t o  y o u r  cha rm a s  a  g i r l . . .
" a  f e e l i n g  I  h a r d l y  d a r e  m e n t i o n . "

"You m ean . . . ? " .  I s a i d  h o p e f u l l y .  "Mean i t — I  d o ! "
I t o o k  h i s  h a n d ,  r u s h e d  t o  my p l a c e .

The same a f t e r n o o n ,  a g a i n  on t h e  s t r e e t ,
I  s t r o l l e d  b e h i n d  l o v i n g  h i s  g r a c e ,

With  a  c am era  I  c a u g h t  t h e  h a p p y  e x p r e s s i o n s  
Of men a d m i r i n g  t h e  f l i p

Of t h e  s i l v e r - t h r e a d - w e i g h t e d  g r e a t  M ex ica n  s k i r t  
. . . t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  f l a s h  o f  h i s  s l i p ,

And t h e  s h y - s m i l i n g  g l a n c e  o f  t e e n a g e r  b o y s  
As t h e y  eved  t h e  c u r v e s  o f  h i s  b r e a s t s  

T h e i r  s l i g h t  bounce  an d  f l o w . . a n d  t h e  b a r e  c a l v e s  b e l o w ,  
S i l k  smooth  a s  t h e y  p a s s e d  e a c h  e y e - t e s t .

A day l a t e r ,  p i x  f i n i s h e d ,  we s a t  i n  t h e  p a r k ,
On o u r  s k i r t s  we s p r e a d  o u t  t h e  p r i n t s  

And g i g g l i n g  exam ined  t h e  f a c e s  I  t o o k .
( I  c o n f e s s  I  s t a r t e d  t o  w i n c e )

At  t h e  l o o k s  h e ' d  r e c e i v e d  ( f o r  a l l  were  d e c e i v e d )
Those  f a c e s !  I m p a s s i o n e d  an d  z e a l o u s ! - •

So a d m i r i n g  o f  h i s  l o v e l y  l o o k s
T h a t  now J[ was u n b e a r a b l y  j e a l o u s !  .
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"I’D LIKE TO BE A WOMAN”

Today I had l u n c h e o n  w i t h  a b u s i n e s s  man, a f r i e n d  o f  l o n g  
s t a n d i n g .  To him I am a s o r t  o f  c u r i o s i t y  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  
a f t e r  I had been t w e n t y  y e a r s  in  b u s i n e s s ,  and a p p a r e n t l y  s e t t l e d  
f o r  good in  co m m e r c i a l  ways  and h a b i t s ,  I t h r e w  i t  a l l  a s i d e  and 
became a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a u t h o r .

Most women would  u n d e r s t a n d  and s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  t h a t  k i n d  o f  
c h a n g e ,  b u t  v e r y  few men do .  My f r i e n d  t u r n s  t h e  p a g e s  o f  my book 
w i t h  t h e  a m i a b l e  a l e r t n e s s  o f  one who s t r o k e s  t h e  b a c k s  o f  s t r a n g e  
a n i m a l s ,  and when he l o o k s  a t  me t h e r e  i s  a g l i n t  o f  p e r p l e x i t y  i n  
h i s  e y e s .

MWhat a r e  you w o r k i n g  a t  t o d a y ? "  he a s k e d  a f t e r  t h e  w a i t e r  
had t a k e n  ou r  o r d e r s .  L ik e  many o t h e r  p e o p l e ,  he c o n s i d e r s  w r i t ­
i n g  a m y s t e r i o u s  l i t e r a r y  m a g i c .  He i s  a l l  w ro n g ,  f o r  a u t h o r s h i p  
i s ,  in  f a c t ,  one o f  t h e  s i m p l e s t  o f  o c c u p a t i o n s .  To w r i t e  a n y t h i n g  
one h a s  o n l y  t o  s i t  down w i t h  pen and p a p e r  and p u t  one l i t t l e  word 
a f t e r  a n o t h e r — t a k i n g  c a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  s e l e c t  t h e  r i g h t  w o r d s .

" T o d a y , "  I r e p l i e d ,  " I  am g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  w r i t e  an a r t i c l e  
on 'Why I Would L ik e  t o  Be a Woman. ' "

"You a r e ? "  he r e p l i e d .  "What a  s u b j e c t !  Can you g i v e  any 
r e a s o n s  f o r  w a n t i n g  t o  be a woman?"

"I t h i n k  s o , "  I s a i d ;  t h e n  I had an i d e a .  "Suppo se  t h i s  a r t ­
i c l e  was y o u r  j o b , "  I c o n t i n u e d ,  "what  r e a s o n s  would  you g i v e ? "

He r e f l e c t e d  a moment .  " W e l l , "  he s a i d  e v e n t u a l l y ,  " I  d o n ' t  
want  t o  be a woman; I wan t  t o  be a man. But  i f  I had t o  w r i t e  
t h a t  a r t i c l e  I t h i n k  I c o u l d  make a  good s h o w i n g .  Women have t h e  
b e s t  o f  t h i n g s ,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g . "

"How?"

"Why, t h e y ' r e  s u p p o r t e d  and l o o k e d  a f t e r — I mean m os t  o f  them 
a r e — and t h a t  means  a  l o t  in  t h i s  h a r s h  w o r l d .  Even when t h e y  
work t h e y  have a b e t t e r  b r e a k  t h a n  t h e  men— "
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He re  I i n t e r r u p t e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  I  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  h im i n  
t h a t  l a s t  s t a t e m e n t .  " I n  a l l  k i n d s  o f  employment  t h a t  I  know a n y ­
t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  women a r e  p a i d  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  men i n  t h e  same j o b s , *  
I r e m a r k e d .

" Y es ,  t h a t ' s  u s u a l l y  s o , "  he a d m i t t e d ,  " b u t  we d o n ' t  e x p e c t  as 
much o f  t h em .  B e s i d e s ,  t h e  men o f t e n  have f a m i l i e s  t o  s u p p o r t ,  
and o u g h t  t o  g e t  m o re .  Women a r e  p r o t e c t e d  i n  l o t s  o f  w ay s .  The 
l aw  i 8 a l l  i n  t h e i r  f a v o r .  They have t o  b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  i f  
t h a t ' s  a  h a r d s h i p ,  m os t  women seem t o  s t a n d  i t  c h e e r f u l l y  en o u g h .

"My g o o d n e s s ,  you  t $ k e  t h e  a v e r a g e  w e l l - t o - d o  m a r r i e d  woman 
i n  an y  s u b u r b a n  t o w n .  Her l i f e  i s  j u s t  one g r a n d  p i c n i c .  P l a y s  
b r i d g e  o r  g o l f  e v e r y  a f t e r n o o n ,  and  r i d e s  a r o u n d  i n  h e r  c a r  w h i l e  
h e r  h u s b a n d  i s  i n  town w o r k i n g  l i k e  t h e  d e u c e .  She buys  and he 
p a y s .  She w e a r s  t h e  c l o t h e s  and h e ' s  t h e  boy who w r i t e s  t h e  checks ,  
I t ' 8 p r e t t y  s o f t ,  l e t  me t e l l  y o u . "  He p a u s e d  and s m i l e d .  "Now, 
t h e r e ' s  an i d e a  f o r  y o u r  a r t i c l e , "  he s a i d ,  w a v in g  h i s  hand  g e n e r ­
o u s l y .

Y e s ,  i t ' s  an  i d e a ,  and i t  e x p r e s s e s  p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  t h e  a v e r ­
age  m an ' 8  o p i n i o n .  Bu t  i t  d o e s n ' t  e x p r e s s  m in e .  My r e a s o n s  a r e  
n o t  e c o n o m i c ,  b u t  e m o t i o n a l .  The t h o u g h t  o f  b e i n g  s u p p o r t e d  by 
somebody e l s e  d o e s  n o t  t h r i l l  me i n  t h e  l e a s t ,  n o r  would  I c a r e  
t o  s p en d  my t i m e  b u y i n g  c l o t h e s  and w a t c h i n g  my h u s b a n d  w r i t e  
c h e c k s .

T h ese  a r e  n o t  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s ,  b u t  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  b e i n g  
a  woman— and  I t h i n k  mos t  women c o n s i d e r  them d i s a d v a n t a g e s .  Any 
woman o f  e n e r g y  and i n t e l l i g e n c e  would  p r e f e r  t o  s t a n d  on h e r  own 
f e e t  and make s o m e t h i n g  o f  h e r  own i n d i v i d u a l i t y .

Women a r e  c h a r m i n g  and b e a u t i f u l ,  and I must  c o n f e s s ,  even 
t h o  I r e a l i z e  t h a t  I may be c a l l e d  a  " s i s s y "  on a c c o u n t  o f  my 
a s s e r t i o n ,  t h a t  I would  l i k e  t o  be c h a r m i n g  and b e a u t i f u l  m y s e l f ;  
b u t  t h a t  can n e v e r  b e ,  f o r  my f a c e  h a s  t h e  c a s t - i r o n  c o n t o u r  and 
s q u a r e  jaw o f  t h e  l a t e  John L.  S u l l i v a n .

I am more t h a n  a l i t t l e  t i r e d  o f  my h a r d ,  m a s c u l i n e  c o u n t e n ­
an c e  and o f  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  b r i s t l e s  t h a t  a p p e a r s  on i t  e v e r y  t w e n t y -  
f o u r  h o u r s .  I d o n ' t  l i k e  my l a r g e  h a n d s  and my l a r g e  f e e t ,  .even 
i f  I h ave  become a c c u s t o m e d  t o  them;  and I d o n ' t  l i k e  my c l o t h e s .  
They a r e  s t i f f  and u g l y  and c o n v e n t i o n a l . When I go  o u t  i n  t h e
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s t r e e t  I l o o k  l i k e  e v e r y  o t h e r  man, and e v e r y  o t h e r  man l o o k s  l i k e  
me. How g o r g e o u s  i t  would  be t o  w e a r  t h e  v e l v e t s  and  s a t i n s  t h a t  
men wore i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ;  t o  have  p ow de re d  w i g s ,  and 
f r i l l s  on o n e ' s  s h i r t !

In  a  w o r l d  g i v e n  o v e r  body and s o u l  t o  s c i e n c e  and m echa n ism 
and s t e e l  and  s t o n e  i t  i s  woman a l o n e  who h a s  k e p t  a l i v e  t h e  s p i r i t  
of  l i v i n g  b e a u t y .  I wo nd er  i f  many women r e a l i z e  t h e  s t a r t l i n g  
i n c o n g r u i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d ,  l e t  u s  s a y ,  t h e  F o rd  p l a n t  a t  
D e t r o i t ?

I have  t o  t r a v e l  a r o u n d  a l o t ,  and  when I g e t  t o  a  s t r a n g e  
c i t y  I am a l w a y s  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  i n f i n i t e  boredom fr o m  t h e  d u s t  and 
s m e l l  o f  r a i l w a y s ,  and t h e  j o u r n e y ' s  v i e w  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  
a c t  o f  p r o g r e s s i n g .

A f t e r  g o i n g  t o  a  h o t e l  and w a s h i n g  my f a c e ,  I t a k e  a  w a lk  i n  
t h e  s t r e e t s  j u s t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  woman. I do 
n o t  know any o f  them;  I do n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  f l i r t  w i t h  them ;  I m e r e l y  
want  t o  see  th em .  I t  i s  l i k e  w a l k i n g  t h r o u g h  a  f l o w e r  g a r d e n .
Then I come b ac k  t o  my h o t e l  r e f r e s h e d  and r e a d y  t o  t a c k l e  t h e  b u s ­
i n e s s  i n  h a n d .  Many o t h e r  men do t h i s .  I am n o t  t h e  o n l y  o n e .

The f i r s t  and most  i m p o r t a n t  d u t y  o f  e v e r y  women, a c c o r d i n g  
t o  my j u d g m e n t ,  i s  t o  l o o k  a s  b e a u t i f u l  a s  she  c a n .  T h e r e  i s  a l ­
r e a d y  t o o  much i n t e l l e c t  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  t o o  many g r a n d  p r o j e c t s ,  
t o o  much m a c h i n e r y ,  t o o  many t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  i m p r e s s i v e  b u t .  n o t  
cha rm ing*  T h e r e  n e v e r  can  be t o o  much b e a u t y ;  and  i f  woman d o e s ­
n ' t  f u r n i s h  i t  I d o n ' t  know who w i l l «

T h i s  p r i m a r y  o b l i g a t i o n  o f  l o o k i n g  b e a u t i f u l  i s  one t h a t  t h e  
modern woman i s  t a k i n g  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y ,  and t h a t  i s  most  g r a t i f y i n g .  
At a  d i n n e r  r e c e n t l y  I s a t  n e x t  t o  t h e  c u r a t o r  o f  a  g r e a t  and d i s ­
t i n g u i s h e d  a r t  museum. He r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  h i s  
museum was n o t  wh at  i t  u s e d  t o  b e ;  f e w e r  p e o p l e  come.

I t o l d  him t h a t  I t h o u g h t  p e o p l e  do n o t  go t o  a r t  g a l l e r i e s  
i n  su ch  nu m b ers  any more b e c a u s e  t h e  women o f  t o d a y  a r e  l i v i n g  
p i c t u r e s .  What i s  t h e  u s e  o f  l o o k i n g  a t  d ead  l a d i e s  i n  t h e i r  f r a m e s  
on a  w a l l  when one may see  f r e s h  and v i v i d  l a d i e s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t ?

I am n o t  v i v i d  and b e a u t i f u l ,  and t h e  t h o u g h t  a n n o y s  me. My 
o n l y  r e c o u r s e  i s  t o  l o o k  a t  somebody e l s e  who i s  v i v i d  and b e a u t i ­
f u l — a n d ,  t h a n k  H e av en ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  women t o  l o o k  a t .  I
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would l o v e  t o  be a l i t h e  and s l e n d e r  woman, and we ar  one o f  t h o s e  
j a u n t y  c l o c h e  h a t s ,  and a s i l v e r - g r a y  f r o c k ,  and s h o e s  of  t h e  c o l o r  
o f  y o u n g ,  f r e s h l y  m i n t e d  g o l d .  F u t i l e  w i s h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  t h e  
charm o f  a l l  f u t i l e  w i s h e s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  a l l o w  one t o  go t o  t h e  
l i m i t  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n .

However ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  why I would  l i k e  t o  be 
a  woman. In  my s o u l ,  d e e p l y  b u r i e d ,  I have  a r a t h e r  s t i f l e d  c o n ­
s c i o u s n e s s  o f  b e i n g  a b a r b a r i a n .  N e a r l y  a l l  women a r e  b a r b a r i a n s  
a t  h e a r t .  P e r h a p s  t h a t  i s  why I f e e l  so much a t  home w i t h  them.  
They have t h e  g e n t l e  i m p u l s e s ,  t h e  g e n e r o s i t y ,  t h e  r h y t h m ,  and t h e  
p o e t r y  o f  t h e  b a r b a r i a n ,  b e s i d e s  b e i n g  c a p a b l e  o f  a  p e r f e c t l y  b a r ­
b a r i c  i n t e n s i t y  o f  f e e l i n g .

Love g i v e s  a  woman more e m o t i o n a l  p l e a s u r e  t h a n  i t  g i v e s  a 
man. She becomes  s u r r o u n d e d  by i t  and swims in  i t  a s  a f i s h  swims 
in  t h e  s e a .  No man can do t h a t ;  he i s  a l w a y s  d i s t r a c t e d  by h i s  
w r e t c h e d  b u s i n e s s ,  o r  h i s  d u t y ,  or  t h e  t e l e p h o n e ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g .

But  l o v e  i s  n o t  woman ' s  o n l y  e m o t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n .  Women a r e  
a b l e  t o  keep up l o n g - s u s t a i n e d  and a b l y  c o n d u c t e d  h a t e s .  They have 
a f a r  g r e a t e r  r a n g e  o r  f e e l i n g  t h a n  men h a v e ,  and I l i k e  t h a t .
They l a y  t h e i r  c o o l  h a n d s  on t h e  f e v e r e d  brow o f  h u m a n i t y ,  a l t h o  
now and t h e n  some of  them d ro p  a  l i t t l e  p o i s o n  i n  t h e  c o f f e e .

C i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  d i s t i n c t l y  a  m a n ' s  i n v e n t i o n ,  and women have 
n e v e r  grown q u i t e  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  i t .  Man i n v e n t e d  v i r t u e ,  t o o ;  i t  
w i l l  p r o b a b l y  go down in  h i s t o r y  a s  h i s  most  n o b l e  e x p e r i m e n t .

I t h i n k  t h a t  one o f  t h e  most  a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  o f  b e i n g  a 
woman i s  t h a t  she  can be v i r t u o u s  w i t h  d i g n i t y ,  b u t  few men c a n — 
and i t  i s  a most  d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g  t o  do .  I f  a woman d oes  n o t  c a r e  
f o r  a  m a n ' s  a d v a n c e s  she  can t e l l  him s o ,  and u s u a l l y  d o e s .  T h e r e ­
upon she a c q u i r e s  a new l u s t e r  in  h i s  e y e s .  He i s  d e f e a t e d  and 
h u m b led .  He g o e s  home and bows in  f a n c y  b e f o r e  h e r  s h r i n e .  But  
j u s t  l e t  a man t r y  i t  and see  wh at  h a p p e n s .

"Madam," we can i m a g i n e  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  s a y i n g  t o  t h e  l a d y ,  " I  
can see  t h a t  you a r e  in  l o v e  w i t h  me, and would  s u r r e n d e r  y o u r s e l f  
to  me i f  I would say  a w o rd ,  b u t  I want  you t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  I 
do n o t  l o v e  y o u ,  and t h a t  you would g r e a t l y  o b l i g e  me i f  you would 
l e a v e  me a l o n e . "  T h a t - - o r  w o rd s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  T h e r e a f t e r  t h a t
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gent leman i s  l o o k e d  upon by t h e  l a d y  a s  a  mean p r i g ,  w i t h  no 
s p i r i t  and u n w o r t h y  o f  n o t i c e  o r  r e s p e c t ,  I w a n t  t o  be v i r t u o u s  
wi th  d i g n i t y ,  and t h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  why I would  l i k e  t o  be 
a woman.

From t h i s  p ack  o f  e m o t i o n a l  r e a s o n s  t h e r e  e m e r g e s  a t  l e a s t  
one t h a t  may be c o n s i d e r e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l .  I t  i s  a  way o f  l o o k i n g  
a t  f a c t s  and l o g i c .  Long ago I c u r e d  m y s e l f  o f  t h e  v i c i o u s  h a b i t  
of  b e l i e v i n g  f a c t s ,  b u t  i t  t o o k  many y e a r s .  Men h ave  a  s o r t  o f  
s e n s e l e s s  c r a v i n g  f o r  t h e  f a c t s  a b o u t  any  g i v e n  s i t u a t i o n .  They 
seem t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i f  t h e y  know t h e  f a c t s  and  f i g u r e s  t h e y  have  
th e  whole  t h i n g  in  a  n u t  s h e l l .

B e i n g  a  man m y s e l f ,  I f o l l o w e d  t h i s  u s e l e s s  p r a c t i c e  f o r  a  
l o n g  t i m e ,  u n t i l  I beg an  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  no human p r o b l e m  can  be 
s o l v e d  by a  s t u d y  o f  t h e  b a r e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  c a s e .  E v e r y t h i n g  w o r t h  
w h i l e  comes f r om  t h e  h e a r t .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  m ind ,  w i t h  i t s  
l o g i c  and i t s  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  f a c t ,  i s  s i m p l y  t o  make an e x c u s e  f o r  
p s y c h i c  i m p u l s e s .

Women know i n s t i n c t i v e l y  t h a t  no  f a c t  can  e v e r  be t h e  w hole  
t r u t h ;  t h a t  a  f a c t  m e r e l y  c o n c e a l s  s o m e t h i n g  d e e p e r  and more v i t a l  
I t h i n k  i t  a  most  a d m i r a b l e  way o f  l o o k i n g  a t  t h i n g s .

Women a r e  s a t u r a t e d  w i t h  r e a l i s m ;  t h e y  a r e  i n t e n s e  r e a l i s t s .
I am a  t h o r o u g h g o i n g  r e a l i s t  m y s e l f ,  and  a t  t i m e s  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  o f  
mine makes  i t  r a t h e r  h a r d  f o r  me t o  d e a l  w i t h  men,  who a r e  v i r t ­
u a l l y  a l l  c o m p l e t e  r o m a n t i c i s t s .  Men win by a t t e m p t i n g  t h e  im p o s s  
i b l e .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  most  o f  them f a i l  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  rom an­
t i c  d r e a m s ,  and t h e  w r e c k s  o f  t h e i r  n a m e l e s s  l i t t l e  b a r k s  a r e  t h e  
d r i f t w o o d  on t h e  s h o r e s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Bu t  a  few come i n  u n d e r  
g a l l a n t  w h i t e  s a i l s ;  so we have E d i s o n  and  Columbus and J u l i u s  
C a e s a r  and B en jam in  F r a n k l i n .

Women a r e  t o o  s e n s i b l e  t o  t r y  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h e  k i n d .  They 
p r e f e r  t o  e n j o y  l i f e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  B t r i v e  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  w h ich  
may n o t  be w o r t h  h a v i n g  a f t e r  t h e y  g e t  i t .

One r a r e l y  f i n d s  i d e a l i s t s  among women., f o r  t h e y  f e e l  i n s t i n ­
c t i v e l y  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l ,  u n c o n s c i o u s  m o t iv e  o f  t h e  i d e a l i s t  i s  a  
h a t r e d  o f  h i s  f e l l o w  c r e a t u r e s .  I t  i s  a  c u r i o u s  t h i n g  t h a t  women 
h a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  and n o t  p e o p l e  i n  m a s s .  Even when t h e y  t e l l  you 
t h a t  t h e y  d i s l i k e  c e r t a i n  r a c e s  o f  n a t i o n s  you can l e a r n  r e a d i l y
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e n o u g h ,  by q u e s t i o n i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  h a t r e d  p i v o t s  a r o u n d  a few 
s p e c i a l  i n d i v i d u a l s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  men f r e q u e n t l y  a c q u i r e  
a  s o r t  o f  a b s t r a c t ,  c o l d  m a s s - h a t r e d .  I d o n ' t  l i k e  h a t r e d  o f  any 
k i n d ,  b u t  i f  I do any h a t i n g  a t  a l l  I wan t  t o  do i t  l i k e  a woman.

I g i v e  a l l  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a s  t h e  more o u t s t a n d i n g  r e a s o n s  why 
I would  l i k e  t o  be a  woman, b u t  when I t h i n k  them o v e r ,  t h e r e  comes 
t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  t h a t  p r e t t y  g i r l  I met t h e  o t h e r  e v e n ­
i n g .  I can s ee  h e r  now,  i n  f a n c y ,  w i t h  h e r  j a u n t y  c l o c h e  h a t ,  
h e r  f i n e  e y e s ,  h e r  l o v e l y  c h i n ,  h e r  s i l v e r - g r a y  f r o c k ,  and h e r  
s h o e s  o f  t h e  c o l o r  o f  y o u n g ,  f r e s h l y  m i n t e d  g o l d .  I had r a t h e r  
be t h a t  g i r l  t h a n  t o  be Thomas A. E d i s o n .

I t  s o u n d s  l i k e  t h e  r a n k e s t  k i n d  o f  h e r e s y ,  I know— a l m o s t  
b l a s p h e m y ,  i n  f a c t — b u t  t h a t ' s  t h e  way I f e e l  a b o u t  i t ,  j u s t  t h e  
same .  She i s  g o i n g  t o  have a  g r a n d  t im e  i n  l i f e ,  t h o  v e r y  l i k e l y  
she  w i l l  b e l i e v e  t o  t h e  end o f  h e r  d ay s  t h a t  men have  t h e  b e t t e r  
o f  e v e r y t h i n g .
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" OUT OF THE PAST ”
Reprints From Old Copies Of "LONDON LIFE"

Dear S i r :
I  have  r e a d  w i t h  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  t h e  l e t t e r s  you  have p u b l i s h e d  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t i o n ,  and a s  my h u s b a n d  h a s  met  w i t h  
s u c c e s s  h i m s e l f  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  I t h o u g h t  y o u r  r e a d e r s  w ould  w e l ­
come a  s h o r t  a c c o u n t  o f  some o f  h i s  e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  s k i r t s .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  g r e a t  w a r ,  my h u s b a n d  and I h ad  o u r  honeymoon 
in  Germany,  wh ere  we met  some Germans  w i t h  whom we had beoome v e r y  
f r i e n d l y  d u r i n g  a  p e r i o d  o f  i n t e r n m e n t  t h e r e .  We had a  w o n d e r f u l  
t im e  v i s i t i n g  v a r i o u s  shows and  o a b a r e t t e s  and  g o i n g  t o  p a r t i e s .
For  one o f  t h e s e  p a r t i e s ,  we had  t o  go a s  members  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
s e x , - i . e .  my h u s b an d  a s  a  g i r l  and m y s e l f  a s  a man.

We had been t o l d  b e f o r e h a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  would  be a  p r i z e  f o r  t h e  
c o u p l e  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  m os t  s t r i k i n g  a f f e c t  and o u r  f r i e n d s  seemed 
keen  t o  make u s  t h e  w i n n e r s .  I  d i d n ' t  mind a t  a l l  b u t  my h u s b a n d  
was n o t  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  e v e n i n g  w i t h  much e n t h u s i a s m .  N e v e r ­
t h e l e s s ,  he a g r e e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  a s  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  would  be d o i n g  t h e  
same t h i n g .

I t  was e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e s e  Germans  had  had some e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  p a r t y  b e f o r e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  i m m e d i a t e l y  f e t c h e d  o u t  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  f e m a l e  d r e s s e s ,  s h o e s ,  s t o c k i n g s ,  h a t s  and w i g s .

A f t e r  much m e a s u r i n g  and f i t t i n g ,  my h u s b a n d ,  who i s  s l i g h t l y  
b u i l t  w i t h  s m a l l i s h  h a n d s  and f e e t ,  was r i g g e d  o u t .  I i n s i s t e d  on 
h i s  w e a r i n g  a  f a i r l y  t i g h t  c o r s e t ,  n o t  m e r e l y  t o  k e e p  h i s  l o n g  s i l k  
s t o c k i n g s  t a u t ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  g i v e  him some s o r t  o f  a  f i g u r e .

As u n d i e s ,  he had a w h i t e  s i l k  v e s t ,  p a l e  g r e e n  s a t i n  cara i -  
n i c k e r s ,  p a l e  g r e e n  s a t i n  s l i p ,  and a pad d e d  b r a s s i e r e  t o  add t o  t h e  
g e n e r a l  e f f e c t .  H is  d r e s s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a sh ad e  d a r k e r  g r e e n  g e o r g e t t e  
f r o c k ,  w i t h  c l o s e  f i t t i n g  c o r s a g e ,  n o t  t o o  low i n  f r o n t ,  b u t  r e a c h ­
i n g  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  b a c k ,  w i t h  s k i r t  f l a r e d  a t  t h e  h i p s  and f i n ­
i s h i n g  a t  t h e  kn ee  ( U l t r a  s h o r t  s k i r t s  were t h e n  t h e  f a s h i o n ) .  T h i s  
o f  c o u r s e  gave  him an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  show h i s  l i m b s  t o  good e f f e o t ,  
and t h i s  was in  h i s  f a v o u r ,  a s  he i s  by no means  m u s c u l a r  in  a p p e a r ­
ance  .
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H is  s h o e s , w h ich  were chosen to  match h i s  f r o c k ,  were o f  
the c o u r t  t y p e , w ith  th re e  in c h  h e e ls .  I  e n t ru s t e d  the c h o ic e  
o f  a w ig  and h i s  makeup to  M a rg a re t, one o f  the young women o f  
th e f a m ily ,  and a good jo b  she made o f i t  to o .

A b lo n d e , bobbed, w ig , the a d d it io n  o f makeup, c a r e f u l l y  
a p p lie d  and a p e a r l  n e c k la c e  and a p a ir  o f  p e a r l  e a r r in g s ,  and 
th e re  was my John changed in t o  an a t t r a c t i v e  y e t  somewhat awk­
ward Je a n . H ie  arm s were the o n ly  p a r t s  o f him t h a t  were n o t 
q u it e  r i g h t ,  b u t t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  was soon overcome by one o f th e 
g i r l s  p ro d u c in g  a p a i r  o f s h o u ld e r  le n g t h  g lo v e s  and c o a x in g  
him in t o  them. I  parad e d  him up and down to  th e  amusement and 
e v id e n t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  a l l .

W e ll the e v e n in g  came a t  l a s t ,  and John was a t  h i s  b e s t .  
T h is  was w e ll  b ecau se th e re  were many s k i l l e d  and a t t r a c t iv e  
m a sq u e ra d e rs among th o se  p r e s e n t .

S u f f ic e  i t  to  say t h a t  the e v e n in g  was a g r e a t  s u c c e s s  
and t h a t  in  the end, when i t  was tim e to  tak e  o f f  o ur w ig s , John 
and I  were awarded f i r s t  p r i z e ,  much to  th e  jo y  o f  o u r f r ie n d s  
and o u r s e lv e s .

I  hope what I  have w r it t e n  w i l l  p ro ve  o f i n t e r e s t  to some 
o f y o u r r e a d e r s ;  and i f  so I  w i l l  w r it e  to  you a g a in ,

Y o u rs  s i n c e r e l y ,  HERMIONE

D ear S i r :
Two o r th re e  weeks ago I  w ro te you t e l l i n g  you about my 

hu sb and * s f i r s t  a p p e a ra n ce  in  fem ale  a t t i r e — nam ely a t  one o f  
th e p a r t ie s  we went to  in  Germany. I  s a id  I  w ould w r it e  a g a in , 
g iv in g  d e t a i l s  o f f u r t h e r  o c c a s io n s  on w h ich  John has so s u c c ­
e s s f u l l y  assumed fam ale  a t t i r e ,  so h e re  I  w i l l  t e l l  you o f  an 
e p is o d e  w h ich  took p la c e  d u r in g  th e autumn f o l lo w in g  o u r r e t u r n  
from  t h a t  p le a s a n t  h o lid a y  among Germ ans.

One week end we ra n  down to the c o u n try  in  o ur l i t t l e  two- 
s e a t e r  to  s t a y  a few d ays w ith  a f r id n d  o f m in e.

On a r r i v i n g ,  we were t o ld  t h a t  she was g o in g  to a n o th e r 
s m a ll town, ab o u t ten m ile s  o f f ,  to p la y  in  a game o f h o ck e y .

She had been aske d  to  b r in g  two o th e r  p la y e r s  w ith  h e r ,  
i f  p o s s ib le ,a n d  now, th ro u g h  the phone f a i l i n g ,  she was u n a b le  
to  l e t  th e C a p ta in  know t h a t  she had been u n a b le  to g e t the
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two f r ie n d s  she had e x p e o te d ; now both John and I  a re  f a i r l y  good 
a t ho o key, s o , o f  c o u r s e ,  we o f f e r e d  o u r s e r v ic e s .  Mine were a c c e p t ­
ed a t  o n ce, but J o h n 's  were tu rn e d  down a s  i t  was to  be a l a d i e s  
match.,

Im m e d ia te ly  my mind f le w  back to  J o h n 's  s u c c e s s f u l  m asquerade 
a t  the p a r t y  in  Germany, and w ith o u t  more ado I  t o ld  my f r ie n d  Ada 
about i t .  B e fo re  I  f in i s h e d  she knew what I  was g o in g  to s u g g e s t 
and seemed h e a r t i l y  in  agreem ent w it h  the id e a  o f John p la y in g  a s  a 
g i r l  th a t  a f t e r n o o n .

Jo h n , ho w e ve r, d id  n o t fa n c y  the e x p e r ie n c e ,  s a y in g  t h a t  a 
p a r t y  in  Germany was a d i f f e r e n t  p r o p o s it io n  than a game o f hookey 
in  E n g la n d . A f t e r  some m in u te s , he a g re e d , a t  l e a s t  to  the e x te n t  
o f  t r y in g  on some t h in g s  to  see what he w ould lo o k  l i k e .

As I  made c le a r  in  my l a s t  l e t t e r ,  John can q u it e  e a s i l y  w ear 
my shoes and c lo t h e s .  T h is  meant t h a t  Ada had to f in d  two o u t f i t s  
v e ry  much a lk e .  W e ll I  went around w it h  h e r to two o f h e r  f r i e n d s ,  
and each o f f e r e d  to  le n d  me h e r hookey c lo t h e s ,  n e it h e r  know ing 
t h a t  we were v i s i t i n g  the o th e r a s  w e l l .  Ada was a b le  to  s u p p ly  
a l l  t h a t  was n e c e s s a r y ,  and she a ls o  managed to  g e t a s h o r t  bobbed 
w ig  in  a d d it io n .

B r i e f l y ,  J o h n 's  o u t f i t  c o n s is t e d  o f s i l k  v e s t ,  padded b r a s s ­
ie r e  (a s  b e fo re  f o r  e f f e c t )  su sp e n d e r b e lt  to  h o ld  t a u t  h i s  lo n g  
b la c k  l i s l e  h o s e , w h ite  s i l k  b lo u s e  w ith  lo n g  s le e v e s ,  s h o r t  b la c k  
s a t in  k n ic k e r s  w ith  e l a s t i c  a t  th e  w a is t  and le g s ,  a t r im  gym o o s- 
tume and lo w  h e e le d , s in g le  s t r a p  sh o e s.

Knowing t h a t  a l o t  o f  ru n n in g  was to  f o l lo w ,  I  saw t h a t  the 
w ig was fa s te n e d  on more s e c u r e ly  than u s u a l.  L a s t l y  a c a r e f u l  
a p p l ic a t io n  o f  makeup, and once m ore, Jo h n , my h u sb a n d , had beoome 
Je a n , my a t t r a c t i v e  b u t shy and r e t i r i n g  s i s t e r .  We were v e ry  
much a l i k e ,  so much so t h a t  Ada su g g e ste d  t h a t  we s h o u ld  p a s s  a s  
t w in s .

Than, a f t e r  t a k in g  o u r s t i c k s  and th ro w in g  s c a r f s  ab o u t o u r 
n e c k s , we c lim b e d  in t o  o ur two s e a t e r  and l e f t  f o r  th e d is t a n t  
p it o iw  On a r r i v i n g  a t  th e  g ro u n d , we g o t re a d y  to  le a v e  th e  o a r 
and I  was aamsed to n o te  Jean  d o in g  a s  we w ere d o in g - p a t t in g  h a i r  
in t o  p o s it io n  and d a b b in g  a powder p u f f  on h i s  f a c e .  When I  s l ip p e d  
my hanky and powder p u f f  in t o  th e  p o o k e t of my k n io k e r s ,  he followed
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s u i t .  Then th e  th re e  o f  ue went a c r o s s  to  the p a v i l i o n ,  where 
th o se  who had a r r iv e d  e a r l i e r  were s t a n d in g . We were in tro d u c e d  
to  th e C a p ta in  and th e  o t h e r s ,  and I  was p le a s e d  to  see Jean was 
a c c e p te d  w ith o u t q u e s t io n .

W e ll,  the game s t a r t e d ,  and soon i t  was o b v io u s  to  Ada and 
m y s e lf  t h a t  Jean  had s lip p e d  c o m p le te ly  in t o  h i s  new r o le  and was 
e n jo y in g  h im s e lf ,  p la y in g  a s p le n d id  game f o r  a g i r l .

At th e c lo s e ,  a f t e r  o u r s id e  had won f a i r l y  e a s i l y ,  th e Cap­
t a in  c o n g r a t u la t e d  Jean on h i s  p la y  and th anked u s  both f o r  h a v in g  
p la y e d . A f t e r  a wash and to u c h in g  up w it h  pow der, we a l l  a d jo u rn e d  
to  the home o f  the C a p ta in — a la r g e  ra m b lin g  h o u se , in  the g ro un d s 
o f w h ich  th e  p it o h  was s it u a t e d .

The C a p ta in  seemed to  have a tta c h e d  h e r s e l f  to Ada, Jean and 
m y s e lf ,  and we s a t  to g e t h e r  d u r in g  and a f t e r  te a  c h a t t in g  on a l l  
s o r t s  o f  t o p io s  in  a l l  o f  w h ich  Jean jo in e d .  D u rin g  t h i s  c h a t t in g  
a m aid came up and spoke to  o u r h o s t e s s ,  who then l e f t  u s f o r  a 
few m in u t e s , o n ly  to  r e t u r n  a lm o st a t  once w it h  th e news th a t  a 
dense fo g  had s e t t le d  down and t h a t  i t  was too t h ic k  f o r  u s to  see 
to  g e t back home th a t  n ig h t .

I  c o u ld  see t h a t  t h i s  news p e rtu rb e d  Je a n , b u t he rem ained 
s i l e n t .  Then o u r h o s t e s s  asked  u s  to  s t a y  th e re  u n t i l  m o rn in g , 
s a y in g  t h a t  th e y  were a r r a n g in g  a s m a ll p a r t y  t h a t  e v e n in g  when 
some f r ie n d s  were com ing i n .  As we had o n ly  o u r hockey c lo t h e s  
t h e r e ,  she w ould le n d  u s some o f h e r s .  I  c o u ld  see Ada was t h in k ­
in g  ab o u t J e a n , so I  to o k the b u l l  by the h o rn s  and a c c e p te d  the 
o f f e r ,  th e  o th e rs  im m e d ia te ly  f o l lo w in g  s u i t .

We a l l  r e t i r e d  u p s t a i r s  to our h o ste ss*  room, where she p ro ­
duced a v a r i e t y  o f d r e s s e s ,  s t o c k in g s ,  u n d ie s  and sh o es f o r  u s  to 
make a s e l e c t i o n .  I  s e le c t e d  J e a n 's  and my own, two ensem bles a l ­
most e x a c t ly  a l i k e  to  m a in ta in  the id e a  t h a t  we were t w in s .  We 
were then shown the rooms we were g o in g  to u s e .  I  had a rra n g e d  
t h a t  Jean  and I  were to  sh a re  a room.

We were o f f e r e d  the s e r v ic e s  o f  two m aids— w h ich  n e e d le s s  to  
s a y , we t a c t f u l l y  r e f u s e d .  W ith & s m ile  o f  encouragem ent to Je a n , 
Ada l e f t  u s to g e t changed in t o  o u r borrow ed p a r t y  c lo t h e s .  F o r­
t u n a t e ly  our h o s t e 88 was abo ut the same s iz e  as o u r s e lv e s  and con­
s e q u e n t ly  h e r c lo t h e s  f i t t e d  u s w e l l .
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I  changed f i r s t ,  as q u ic k ly  a s  I  o o u ld , in  o rd e r  to  be a b le  
to g iv e  Jean a hand a f t e r w a r d s .  I  c o u ld  n o t h e lp  re m a rk in g  on the 
good t a s t e  o f our h o s t e s s  in  u n d ie s  and h o s ie r y  a s  I  s l ip p e d  in t o  
my v e s t  o f c l in g in g  s i l k ,  o p e ra  le n g t h  c h if f o n  s i l k  s t o c k in g s ,  
d a in ty  p a le  b lu e  c a m i- k n lo k e r s ,  o f  f i n e s t  s i l k  and s i m i l a r l y  c o lo re d  
s a t in  s l i p  r e a c h in g  to  some f o u r  o r  f i v e  in c h e s  above my k n e e s .
Over t h i s  came a s le e v e l e s s ,  f ig u r e  f i t t i n g  d r e s s  o f  powder b lu e  
v e lv e t ,  m o d e ra te ly  d e c o lle t e  and re a c h in g  J u s t  above the a n k le s ,  
though d iv id e d  in t o  ab o u t a dozen p a n e ls  from  th e h ip s  downwards«
My shoes were b la c k  v e lv e t ,  C o u rt shape w ith  s le n d e r  4 in c h  h e e ls .

In  l i n e  w ith  the edge o f  my s l i p  and th u s sho w ing th ro u g h  my 
d iv id e d  s k i r t  a s  I  moved a b o u t, a p a i r  o f  b lu e  s a t in  r ib b o n  g a r t e r s  
were c la s p e d  ab o ut my le g s .  To com plete my a p p e a ra n c e , I  had lo n g  
b la c k  k id  g lo v e s ,  a n e c k la c e  o f  la r g e  b lu e  beads and e a r r in g s  w it h  
b lu e  p e n d a n ts.

H a v in g  d re ss e d  m y s e lf  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  p o s s ib le ,  I  tu rn e d  to  J e a n , 
who had been w a tc h in g  me w it h  a d m irin g  e y e s . Soon he had s lip p e d  
out o f  h i s  s p o rt  t h in g s  and in t o  h i s  d a i n t i e r  and c e r t a i n l y  more 
f r a g i l e  a t t i r e .  In  g e n e ra l a p p e a ra n c e , we were a l i k e  and to  add to  
o ur t w in - l ik e  lo o k  I  saw that* o u r makeup was a l i k e .

When Ada came in  to  see how we were g e t t in g  on she was o b v io u s ­
l y  s u r p r is e d  and m o m e n tarily  d id  n o t know w hioh was me. She was 
v e ry  e n t h u s ia s t ic  in  h e r c o n g r a t u la t io n s  a t  the e f f e c t  o b ta in e d  and 
when Jean t r ip p e d  d a i n t i l y  aro un d th e room on h i s  h ig h  h e e le d  s h o e s , 
d e c la re d  he w ould n o t o n ly  e lu d e  d e t e c t io n  b u t w ould in  a l l  pro b ­
a b i l i t y  have many a d m ire rs  among the young men a t th e p a r t y .

Jean b lu s h e d  crim so n  a t  t h i s ,  bu t was s p a re d  f u r t h e r  c h a f in g  
by the e n tra n c e  o f  o u r young h o s t e s s .  She d e c la r e d  th a t  we lo o k e d  
ch a rm in g , a s k in g  i f  o e r t a in  a r t i c l e s  o f o u r a t t i r e  had f i t t e d  u s 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .

I  was p le a s e d  to  see t h a t  Jean was no lo n g e r  b lu s h in g  now, but 
was c h a t t in g  e a s i l y  a s  on the o c c a s io n  o f the p a r t y  in  Germ any. He 
was e v id e n t ly  o u t to e n jo y  h im s e lf ,  and was so w e ll  r e c e iv e d  a t  the 
p a r t y  t h a t  he soon f o r g o t  h is  sh y n e ss  and s l ip p e d  c o m p le te ly  in t o  
h i s  fe m in in e  r o l e .

B e in g  a p e r f e c t  d a n c e r, he was a e u c o e ss on th e  dance f l o o r ,  
and was n e v e r w ith o u t a p a r t n e r .  In  f a c t ,  he c o m p le te ly  c a p t iv a t e d
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on# young man and whan s u p p e r-tim e  came, went from  the room 
w it h  h im .T h is  amused both Ada and m y s e lf ,  b u t d id  n o t s u r p r is e  
u s ,  a s  we r e a l iz e d  firo rvperfect was J e a n 's  im p e rs o n a tio n . H is  
f ig u r e  and s h a p e ly  l im b s ,  shown o f f ,  as th e y  were by h i s  c h ic  
a t t i r e  w ere adm ired by most o f  th e men p re s e n t  and e n v ie d , I  
t h in k  by q u it e  a number o f  the g i r l s ,  a s  w e l l .

I  was p le a s e d  to  n o t ic e  how w e ll  he remembered h i s  German 
t r a i n i n g ,  f o r  h i s  e v e ry  a c t io n  was d e l i g h t f u l l y  fe m in in e .
C oupled w ith  t h i s ,  h i s  know ledge o f what a man a d m ire s in  a 
woman u n d o u b te d ly  gave him an ad van tag e w h ich  he was n o t slo w  to  
t a k e . W ith o u t d o u b t, Jean was th e c h i e f  c e n t e r  o f  a t t r a c t io n  
th a t  e v e n in g -a  f a c t  o f  w h ich  I  f e l t  more pro ud th an  je a lo u s .

W e ll,  th e e v e n in g  oame to  an end a t  l a s t  and w ith  o ur h o s t­
e s s  we bade the v i s i t o r s  good n ig h t .  N a t u r a l ly  we k is s e d  the 
g i r l s  who were le a v in g  and Jean seemed to  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n jo y  t h i s  
Then h a v in g  s a id  good n ig h t  to  o u r h o s t e s s ,  we went u p s t a ir s  to  
b e d .

Jean had to  keep h i s  w ig on becau se we knew a maid would 
p ro b a b ly  come in  e a r l y  n e x t  m o rn in g . T h is  was a s  w e l l ,  f o r  te a  
was b ro u g h t to  u s in  bed and then we saw o u r p a r t y  t h in g s  taken 
away and our s p o rt  t h in g s  l a i d  o ut in  t h e i r  p la c e .

When the m aids had go ne, we q u ic k ly  d re s s e d  o u r s e lv e s  and 
to u ch ed  up o ur makeup. A f t e r  a l i g h t  b r e a k f a s t ,  we k is s e d  our 
h o s t e s s  goodbye and l e f t  w ith  Ada f o r  home.

On the r id e  b a c k , the s o le  t o p ic  o f  c o n v e r s a t io n  w as, need­
l e s s  to  s a y , J o h n 's  im p e rs o n a tio n . John h im s e lf  was q u ie t ,  but 
a lth o u g h  we c o u ld  g e t p r a c t i o a l l y  n o t h in g  from  h im , Ada d id  g e t 
him to  p ro m ise  to  m asquerade a g a in  a t  a p a r t y  she was g o in g  to 
g iv e  s h o r t l y .  On o ur r e t u r n  we changed back to  o u r own c lo t h e s  
and sp e n t the re m a in d e r o f  the week w ith  A.da, q u i e t l y .

N ext t im e , I  w i l l  t e l l  you o f J o h n 's  m asquerade a t  A d a 's  
p a r t y .

Y o u rs  t r u l y ,  HERMIONE

A t t r a c t e d  by C o rs e t s  

Dear S i r :
S e e in g  y o u r re m ark s abo ut r e a d e r s  w r i t i n g  up t h e i r  e x p e r­

ie n c e s ,  I  s h o u ld  l i k e  to  send you m ine.
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I  a lw a y s l i k e d  d raw in g  and r e a d in g  r a t h e r  th an  s p o r t s .
When I  was 15  I  was s e n t to an A u n t, who to o k « a r e  o f  me. She 
was r a t h e r  V io t o r ia n  in  h e r  w ays, but v e r y  s p o r t y  and one n ig h t  
she was g o in g  to  a w h is t  d r iv e  and danoe. She had bought a new 
p a i r  o f sh o es and l e f t  them d o w n s t a irs  w h ile  she d r e s s e d . They 
were a sm art p a i r  o f h ig h  h e e le d  s a t in  sho es and I  was a d m ir in g  
them when she r e t u r n e d .

She n o t ic e d  t h i s  and in s i s t e d  t h a t  1 s h o u ld  t r y  them. I  
took my own sho es o f f  and p u t them on. I  was q u it e  p le a s e d  w ith  
them. They had the e f f e c t  o f  m aking me f e e l  t a l l .

The f o l lo w in g  d a y , my Aunt c a l le d  me to h e r room and th e re  I  
donned s i l k  s t o o k in g s ,  g a r t e r s  and a p a i r  o f h ig h  h e e le d  s h o e s .
My Aunt then o rd e re d  me to  tak e  o f f  my o u t e r  c lo t h e s .  When I  was 
done, she b ro u g h t out a p a ir  o f  f i r m ly  boned c o r s e t s  and i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  I  sh o u ld  w ear them. At f i r s t  th e y  seemed v e r y  t i g h t ,  but 
a f t e r  a w h ile  I  g o t so u se d  to them , t h a t  I  was l o s t  when th e y  
were o f f .

I  was l a t e r  p u t in t o  k n ic k e r s ,  v e s t ,  and g e n e r a l ly  wore a 
b la c k  s i l k  d r e s s ,  f i t t i n g  t i g h t l y  o v e r the w a is t  and h ip s .  As 
lo n g  as I  c o n tin u e d  to  l i v e  w ith  my Aunt I  wore t h i s  a t t i r e  when 
a t  home and was more u se d  to  h ig h  h e e le d  sh o es than to  my own.

My w a is t  m easure was t ig h t e n e d  t o .  20 i n .  T h is  makes i t  a l l  
th e more a s t o n is h in g  to  me when I  re a d  o f l a d i e s  w e a rin g  c o r s e t s  
o f 15 i n .  I  sh o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  l i k e  to  see such a w a is t .

I  have s in c e  come to  l i v e  in  L iv e r p o o l and dropped t h i s  fa n ­
c y .

S e ein g  w o n d e rfu l s i l k s  and s h o e s , I  am o fte n e d  tem pted to 
t r y  and p u rch a se  some and a g a in  in d u lg e  my v a n it y .

H oping t h i s  l e t t e r  w i l l  pro ve o f  in t e r e s t  to y o u r r e a d e r s ,  
Y o u rs t r u l y ,  S. W a lla h

P e t t ic o a t  P r is o n e r s  

Dear S i r :
One o f the most in t e r e s t in g  l e t t e r s  you have p u b lis h e d  r e ­

c e n t ly  was from  "S m art K id d ie s  M o th e r" . In  d r e s s in g  h e r bo ys a s  
g i r l s  she i s  f o l lo w in g  the same c o u rs e  a s  a r i c h  A m erican  who l a
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h i«  w i l l  o rd e re d  h ie  eon s h o u ld  be d r e s s e d  i n  f r o c k s  u n t i l  14 y e a r s  
o f a g e . A photo o f  the boy some m o n th s  ago i n  a w eek ly  showed 
him w e a rin g  a sm art knee le n g t h  f r o c k  w i t h  f a n c y  c o l l a r  and c u f f s ,  
l i g h t  s a s h , w h ite  s o o k s  and p a t e n t  s t r a p  s h o e s ,  w h i l e  h i s  d a r k  
h a i r  was o ut in  a c lo s e  bob .  A l t o g e t h e r ,  a  p i c t u r e  t h a t  would  
h a re  charmed "Sm art K id d ie s  M o t h e r " .

T o u r s  t r u l y ,  A R e a d e r

Mon Who L iv o  D u p lic a t e  L iv e s  

D ear S i r :
Tho e v e r - in c r e a s in g  p a g e s  o f  "London L i f e "  h av e  i n c l u d e d  r e ­

c e n t ly  a number o f  l e t t e r s ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  v a l u a b l e  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  
the g r e a t e s t  human i n t e r e s t ,  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t i o n .

I t h i n k  i t  i s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  n o t  a l w a y s  i s  t h e r e  i n  such  c a s e s  
much i n  t h e  d u a l  p e r s o n a l ! t y - s u c h  p e o p l e  do n o t  l e a d  d o u b l e  l i v e s  
i n  t h e  common and r a t h e r  d e r o g a t o r y  s e n s e  o f  t h e  t e r m .  They a r e  
more a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  l e a d i n g  d u p l i c a t e  l i v e s .

T h e r e  i s  t h e i r  o r d i n a r y  e v e r y d a y  a s p e c t ,  w h ich  t h e i r  
f r i e n d s  and a c q u a i n t a n c e s  know w e l l , ,  and t h e r e  i s  o f t e n  a n o t h e r  
a s p e c t ,  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  known t o  few o r  no o t h e r  p e r s o n s .
T h i s  d u a l i t y  t a k e s  many f o r m s ,  b u t  I am s u r e  t h e  m i x t u r e  o f  male  
and f e m a l e  i s  more common t h a n  t h e  u n t h i n k i n g  p e r s o n ,  u n a c q u a i n t e d  
w i t h  modern p s y c h o l o g y ,  i s  aw are  o f .

Som et im es  t h e  f e m a l e  e l e m e n t  i s  c o n t e n t  w i t h  l i m i t e d  e x p r e s s ­
i o n ,  a s  in t h o s e  men who a r e  c o n t e n t  in  c o r s e t  w e a r i n g ,  l i k e  t h e  
l a t e  S i r  F r a n c i s  L l o y d ,  b r i l l i a n t  s o l d i e r ,  whose tightly c o r s e t e d  
f i g u r e  and h i g h - h e e l e d  b o o t s  were  a  p e r p e t u a l  amazement  t o  t h e  
t r o o p s  he so  g a l a n t l y  commanded.

T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  c a s e  o f  an Army o f f i c e r ,  p u b l i s h e d  in  a  Lon­
don n e w s p a p e r  some t i m e  a g o ,  i n  whom t h e  d u a l i t y  was so s t r o n g  
t h a t  he s p e n t  h a l f  h i s  l i f e  d r e s s e d  a s  a women. The two p e r s o n ­
a l i t i e s  were  so u t t e r l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  many p e o p l e  knew b o t h  Cap­
t a i n  X, t h e  o f f i c e r  o f  a o r a c k  r e g i m e n t ,  and  Mrs  Y. t h e  s m a r t  
s o c i e t y  woman, w i t h o u t  s u s p e c t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  were  one and t h e  same.

C a p t a i n  X had a s t am mer ;  Mrs .  Y had a  p l e a s a n t  v o i c e  w i t h o u t  
an i m p e d i m e n t .  She had a  c o m p l e t e  w a r d r o b e  i n  a f l a t  e x c l u s i v e l y  
o c c u p i e d  by h e r  and " s h e "  had u n u s u a l  a r t i s t i c  t a l e n t s  w hich  were 
o n l y  d e v e l o p e d  when she  was l i v i n g  in  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  a woman.
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O ther in s t a n c e s  have been re c o rd e d  q u it e  r e c e n t l y  i n  b u s ­
in e s s  men who h a re  e sc a p e d , a s  th e  p s y c h o lo g is t  c a l l s  i t ,  from  
the w o r r ie s  o f b u s in e s s  l i f e  by sp e n d in g  p a r t  o f t h e i r  tim e 
d re sse d  a s  a woman, I m y s e lf  h a re  come a c r o s s  j u s t  s u c h  a c a s e  i n  
my own a c q u a in ta n c e .

I  was o a l l i n g  on my f r ie n d ,  M rs. D, one e v e n in g . As I  en­
te re d  the s i t t i n g  room, a s m a rtly  d re s s e d , e l d e r l y  la d y ,  excused 
h e r s e l f  and l e f t  the room. I  l e f t  w ith o u t s e e in g  h e r a g a in .  Two 
o r th re e  weeks l a t e r ,  when I  made an u n e x p e c te d  c a l l  to  M rs. D 
and the same e ld e r ly  woman was p r e s e n t ,  d re s s e d  in  a c lo s e  f i t t i n g  
green v e lv e t  f r o c k ,  s i l k  s t o c k in g s ,  and b la c k  s a t in  h ig h - h e e le d  
shoes w ith  n e c k la c e  and e a r r in g s  o f  g re e n  s t o n e s .

We t a l k e d  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e  and  I was p u z z le d ,  f o r  I  was n o t i n ­
t r o d u c e d  and I f e l t  s u r e  I knew t h e  l a d y .  Then a s an o ld  f r i e n d ,  
t h e  s e c r e t  was r e v e a l e d  t o  me. The l a d y  was M r. D, who in  t h i s  
sec o n d  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  t h i s  d u p l i c a t e  l i f e ,  "e s c a p e d " from  th e  w o r r ie s  
and f a t i g u e s  o f  a w e a r i n g  b u s i n e s s  l i f e .  To me, th e c o n t r a s t  was 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y .  I n  b u s i n e s s ,  I knew Mr. D to  be an e n e r g e t ic ,  dom­
i n a n t  man, who c o n t r o l l e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a l a r g e  s t a f f  and ra n  a 
d i f f i c u l t  e x a c t i n g  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  e a s e .

I c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  t h i n k i n g  how d i s c i p l i n e  w ould s u f f e r  i f  some 
o f  h i s  s t a f f ,  who u n h e s i t a t i n g l y  obeyed  h i e  s l i g h t e s t  w o rd , oould 
ha ve  seen Mr.D in  h i s  v e l v e t  f r o c k  w i t h  coy s u g g e s t io n  o f  p e t t i ­
c o a t  l a c e  a s  he c r o s s e d  h i s  s i l k e n  k n e e s .  He was w e ll though n o t 
e l a b o r a t e l y  made up a s  an e l d e r l y  woman.

H i s  w i f e - v e r y  s e n s i b l y ,  I t h o u g h t - m a d e  no f u s s  a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  
r a t h e r  h e l p e d  him by b u y i n g  c o r s e t s  and  f r o c k s  and  o th e r  n e c e s s ­
a r i e s .  He seemed p e r f e c t l y  n a t u r a l  in  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  a s a woman, 
and so g ave  no o f f e n s e .  The s e c r e t  had been and s t i l l  i s ,  w e ll  
k e p t ,  and s i n c e  i t  h a s  been k e p t  a  s e c r e t  no harm h a s  been  done and 
t h e  two p e r s o n a l i t i e s  l i v e  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  l i v e s  h a p p i l y .

T h e r e  a r e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  many s u c h  c a s e s  w h ic h  w i l l  n e v e r  be 
known e x c e p t  t o  t h e  p r i v i l e d g e d  few.  P e r h a p s  some o f  y o u r  r e a d e r s  
can t e l l  u s  some o f  them.

Y ours  f a i t h f u l l y ,  S .R .
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Unemployed C h o ru s M a n 's  M asquerade 

D ear S i r :
I  am a c o m p a ra t iv e ly  new re a d e r  o f  London L if e »  but I  w ould 

l i k e  to  say  what a w e e k ly  t r e a t  i t  h a s become to me and how I  
la c k  fo rw a rd  te  th e  l a t e s t  t h r i l l i n g  e x p e r ie n c e s  re co u n te d  by 
you r e a d e r s .

As some o f  y o u r c o rre s p o n d e n ts  a s s e r t »  i t  i s  q u it e  p o s s ­
i b l e  f o r  a s l i m l y  b u i l t  y o u th  to d is g u is e  h im s e lf  a s  a g i r l  
w ith o u t  b e in g  d e te o te d .

The e t h e r  day» I  was r e a l l y  ta k e n  i n .  I  came a c ro s s  a man 
d re s s e d  in  a P ie r o t  oestume p la y in g  a s t r e e t  organ» to w hich two 
g i r l s  were d a n c in g  and s in g in g .  One e f  th e g i r l s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a t t r a c t e d  my a t t e n t i e n .

She was t a l l ,  f a i r  w ith  a f ig u r e  s lim  and n e a t  enough to 
e x o it e  fe m in in e  envy» and s le n d e r  le g s .  Her d a n c in g  and th a t  o f 
h e r  s h o r t e r  and d a rk  companion le d  me to t h in k  th e y  must have be­
lo n g e d  to  a d a n c in g  tro u p e »  and I  was q u it e  s p e llb o u n d  a s  I  
w atched t h e i r  p r a c t ic e d  h ig h - k ic k in g »  w h ich  r e v e a le d  a n ic e  t a s t e  
in  f r i l l y  l i n g e r i e .

The f a i r  g i r l  wore a w e ll  f i t t i n g  b lu e  s a t in  f r o c k  and 
s h o u ld e r  c a p e , a l i t t l e  b la c k  h a t on h e r b lon de c u r l s  and b e ig e  
s t o c k in g s  and c o u r t  sh o es w ith  L o u is  h e e ls .  H er companion was 
in  a s i m i l a r  f r o c k ,  but r e d ,  w ith  b la c k  p a t e n t  s h o e s . I  happened 
te  n o t ic e  a c a rd  on the organ a n n o u n cin g  t h a t  the g i r l s  were 
c h o ru s  men o ut o f w o rk.

As I  g l a d ly  c o n t r ib u t e d  te  what I  c o n s id e re d  a c le v e r  shew,
I  had a word w ith  the h a n d le - t u r n e r  who t o ld  me t h a t  th o re  a re  
s e v e r a l  such tro u p e s  e f  s t r e e t  e n t e r t a in e r s .

The muBio s te p p e d , b lo n d e  and b ru n e tte  s a u n te re d  o v e r te  us 
and l i g h t i n g  c ig a r e t t e s ,  s t a r t e d  r e p a ir in g  th e ra v a g e s  made in  
t h e i r  makeup by t h e i r  e n e r g e t ic  d a n c in g . I  c o u ld  f in d  no d e fe c t  
in  t h e i r  d is g u is e  and b e in g  e s p e c i a l l y  taken w ith  the b lo n d e 's  
f ig u r e  I  asked him i f  he c o r s e t t e d .  He s a id  he d id  b u t d id  no t 
t i g h t  la c e .  The b ru n e tte  la u g h e d  and s a id  h i s  own c o r s e t  was the 
o n ly  t h in g  th a t  k e p t him d e c e n t ly  t h in .

Te my rem ark on t h e i r  n e a tn e s s  in  fa c e  e f  th e s t r e e t  c o n d it ­
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i o n s ,  t h e y  r u e f u l l y  c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e i r  e a r n i n g s  a l l  w en t  on new 
c l o t h e s ,  s h o e s  and s t o c k i n g s ,  and any  new m a le  m u f t i  wav o u t  o f  t h e  
q u e s t i o n .

M a t c h e s ,  powder  and l i p s t i c k  we re  p a c k e d  away i n  a  v a n i t y  bag  
h a n g i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  o r g a n  and  t h e y  moved o f f  down t h e  s t r e e t ,  t h e  
two " g i r l s "  t r i p p i n g  a l o n g  t o g e t h e r ,  m ak in g  a  g r a c e f u l  p i c t u r e  a s  
t h e  wind c a u g h t  t h e i r  f u l l  s k i r t s  and t h e  sun  s hone  on t h e  s a t i n ­
l i k e  m a t e r i a l .

T h e i r  g e n e r a l  b e a r i n g  was h appy  and c a r e f r e e  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e i r  l i f e  m us t  be an a l m o s t  u n b r o k e n  r o u n d  o f  a p p l i e d  f e m i n i n i t y  
seemed n o t  t o  w e ig h  them a  s c r a p .  W e l l ,  goo d  l u c k  t o  them! They 
s p o o f e d  me c o m p l e t e l y  and I s h a l l  n e v e r  s a y  a g a i n  t h a t  I  can  a l w a y s  
s p o t  a  boy d r e s s e d  a s  a g i r l .

What w i t h  t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  and I s e e  B a r b e t t e  I m i t a t i n g  D i e t r i c h ,
I would  n o t  be s u r p r i s e d  i f  G r e t a  Garbo h e r s e l f  was a c t u a l l y  a o h eek y  
Swedi sh  boy i n  p r i v a t e  l i f e .

Y ou rs  f a i t h f u l l y ,  A .K .B .

Dear  S i r :
My f a t h e r  and u n c l e  were  k i l l e d  a t  a l m o s t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

t h e  w a r ,  o n l y  j u s t  b e f o r e  I was b o r n .  My m o t h e r  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  I 
s h o u l d  n e v e r  be ex p o s e d  t o  t h e  same r i s k  and a l t h o u g h  b o r n  a b o y ,  I 
have  been r a i s e d  a s  a g i r l  f rom b i r t h .

I ha ve  n e v e r  worn male  c l o t h i n g  and have a l w a y s  l i v e d  a s  a  
g i r l .  By means  o f  c o n s t a n t  m e s s a g e ,  f i g u r e  t r a i n i n g  and g e n e r a l  
a t t e n t i o n ,  my f i g u r e  i s  e n t i r e l y  f e m i n i n e — so much so t h a t  we re  I 
t o  d r e s s  i n  m e n ' s  c l o t h e s ,  I s h o u l d  s t i l l  l o o k  l i k e  a  g i r l .

I have  a l w a y s  worn h i g h  h e e l s  and l i k e  t i g h t  l a c i n g ,  b u t  n o t  
t o  e x a g g e r a t i o n . I do n o t  p u t  my name f o r  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s .  The 
o n l y  p e o p l e  who s h a r e  my s e c r e t  a r e  my o l d  n u r s e  (now my m a id )  and 
a g i r l  c o u s i n .

Y o u r s  t r u l y ,  M a r g a r e t

Dear  S i r :
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  y o u r  s p o r t y  r e a d e r s  on t h e  l o o k o u t  f o r  s m a r t  

i d e a s  w i l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t w i n  c o s t u m e s  I d e ­
s i g n e d  f o r  my h u s b an d  and m y s e l f  t o  wear  t o  a r e c e n t  m a s q u e r a d e  
b a l l ,  t h e y  were  s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r i k i n g  t o  c a r r y  o f f  f i r s t  p r i z e  i n  
t h e  d o u b l e s  e n t r y  and so e x a c t l y  a l i k e  d i d  we a p p e a r  t h a t  some amus­



i n g  m i s t a k e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  more d im ly  l i t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  ro o m s .

Over o u r  s m a l l e s t  c o r s e t s ,  t i g h t l y  l a c e d ,  we wore s l e e v e l e s s  
V - n e c k e d  b l o u s e s  t u c k e d  i n t o  t h e  t i g h t  f i t t i n g  w a i s t s  o f  o u r  b l a c k  
v e l v e t  s h o r t s .  T a u n t l y  s u s p e n d e d  b l a c k  s i l k  s t o c k i n g s ,  wide  f r i l l e d  
g a r t e r s  o f  w h i t e  s a t i n  w i t h  hu g s  b u t t e r f l y  bows and two s t r a p  s l i p ­
p e r s ,  b l a c k  s a t i n  w i t h  f o u r  i n c h  h e e l s ,  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  l o w e r  p a r t  o f  
o u r  o u t f i t s .

Our arms we re  i n c a s e d  i n  l o n g  b l a c k  k i d  g l o v e s  and we c o v e r e d  
up o u r  h a i r  w i t h  t h e a t r i c a l  w ig s  o f  w h i t e  f l o s s  s i l k .  A g a i n s t  t h e  
dea d  w h i t e  makeup o f  o u r  f a c e s ,  e t c .  t h e  o n l y  n o t e  o f  c o l o r  was 
g i v e n  by o u r  v i v i d l y  r o u g e d  c h e e k s  and o u r  b r i l l i a n t l y  p a i n t e d  Cupid- 
bow l i p s .  E y e l i d s ,  l a s h e s  and b rows  w e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c o r r e c t l y  
d a r k e n e d .

We were  b o t h  so i n t r i g u e d  w i t h  o u r  c o s t u m e s  and makeup t h a t  
we h av e  had t o  d r e s s  up i n  them a g a i n  s e v e r a l  e v e n i n g s  a t  home.

G a i l y  y o u r s ,  Giddy and Gay

F an cy  d r e s s  f o r  p a r t i e s

Here  i s  a s i m p l e  i d e a  f o r  f a n c y - d r e s s .  My c h i l d r e n  were 
a s k e d  t o  a f a n c y  d r e s s  dan c e  and I d r e s s e d  them a s  p a g e s .  They 
b o t h  wore  t h e  same t y p e  of  c l o t h e s  b u t  t h e  c o l o u r s  were  r e v e r s e d .

The boy wore  a b l a c k  t u n i c ,  r e d  b e l t ,  r e d  t i g h t s ,  and b l a c k  
p a t e n t  s h o e s  w i t h  a n k l e  s t r a p s .  The g i r l  wore a r e d  t u n i c ,  b l a c k  
p a t e n t  b e l t ,  b l a c k  s i l k  t i g h t s  and r e d  l e a t h e r  a n k l e  s t r a p  s h o e s .

The g i r l  h a s  f a i r  bobb ed  h a i r  and I g o t  t h e  boy a. wig  t o  
m a to h  i t  e x a c t l y  and v e r y  p r e t t y  t h e y  l o o k e d .

I was so s t r u c k  w i t h  t h e i r  r e s e m b l a n c e  t h a t  a t  t h e  n e x t  p a r t y  
I d r e s s e d  them a l i k e ,  a s  g i r l s .  Over s a t i n  c o r s e t s  t h e y  wore 
t i g h t - f i t t i n g  f r o c k s  o f  d u l l  g o l d  lam e w i t h  v e r y  s h o r t  s k i r t s  and 
f r i l l y  k n i c k e r s .

T h e i r  t a u n t l y  s u s p e n d e d  w h i t e  s i l k  s t o c k i n g s  w ere  shown o f f  
by t h e  s t r a p  s h o e s  o f  g o l d  k i d  w i t h  3 i n .  h e e l s  and one s t r a p  and 
b u t t o n .  The g i r l ' s  h a i r  and t h o  b o y ' s  wig  l o o k e d  v e r y  c h i o  w i t h  a 
l a r g e  bow o f  w h i t e  s i l k .

Y o u r 8 s i n c e r e l y ,  CHIC
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S u c c e s s f u l  D i s g u i s e

One young  man who was r e c e n t l y  i n  b u s i n e s s  i n  S o u th  L e a d e n ,  
i n f e r m s  u s  t h a t  owing t o  a bad s p e l l  e f  l u c k ,  he was u n a b l e  t e  
m ee t  h i s  c r e d i t o r s  and a c o m m i t t a l  o r d e r  was i s s u e d  a g a i n s t  him 
f o r  r a t e s .

T h i s  o f  c o u r s e  m ean t  a b s o l u t e  r u i n .  He r e s o l v e d  t o  d i s ­
a p p e a r  and a c c o r d i n g l y  d r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  i n  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s  and 
gave o u t  t h a t  he was h i s  own s i s t e r .

" S h e ” p r o d u c e d  l e t t e r s  f rom " h e r ” b r o t h e r  a u t h o r i z i n g  h e r  
t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  shop and do t h e  b e s t  she  c o u l d  d u r i n g  h i s  a b s e n s e  
No o n e ,  n o t  even t h e  w a r r a n t  o f f i c e r ,  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  t h e  demure 
you ng  l a d y ,  t h e  w a n te d  b r o t h e r .

" S h e ” s t u c k  t© t h e  b u s i n e s s .  T h i n g s  i m p r o v e d ,  d e b t s  were  
p a i d ,  and i n  due c o u r s e  h e r  b r o t h e r  r e t u r n e d ,  s o l v e n t  and p r o s ­
p e r o u s .

T© t h i s  d a y ,  no one h a s  been t h e  w i s e r  o r  t h e  w o r s e  f o r  
t h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  m a s q u e r a d e .

S i n c e r e l y , " S i s t e r 11

Dear  S i r :
I have  h a d  ample  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s t u d y i n g  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n ­

a t i o n  w h i l e  t r a i n i n g  my h u s b an d  f o r  g i r l ' s  p a r t s  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .
He was wounded in  1 9 1 6 ,  and b e i n g  u n f i t  was o n l y  a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  
t© h i s  chums by d o i n g  c o n c e r t  p a r t y  work .  Anyone can t a k e  a d ­
v a n t a g e  ©f t h e  a v e r a g e  r e d n o s e d  c o m e d i a n ' s  pan tomime dames p a r t s  
w i t h  e a s e ,  b u t  a r e a l l y  c h i c  and d a i n t y  i m p e r s o n a t i o n  ©f t h o  r e a l  
t h i n g  i s  o n l y  a c h i e v e d  a f t e r  t h o r o u g h  t r a i n i n g .

R e a l i z i n g  t h i s ,  I i m m e d i a t e l y  b a n i s h e d  e v e r y  s t i t c h  o f  mas­
c u l i n e  a t t i r e  f rom t h e  h o u s e  and w i t h  h i s  a p p r o v a l ,  p u t  him s t r a i g h t  
i n t o  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s  f o r ,  more t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  t h e y  a r e  r e s ­
p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p o s t u r e  a ad  movement b e tw e en  men 
and women .

Most  o f  a l l  I  m i g h t  m e n t i o n  c o r s e t s ,  f o l l o w e d  by h i g h  h e e l s ;  
and I  i m m e d i a t e l y  a r r a n g e d  f o r  my c o r s e t i e r r e  t© k e e p  him s u p p l i e d  
w i t h  a s u c c e s s i o n  o f  s m a l l e r  and s m a l l e r  c o r s e t s  made t o  h i s  
m e a s u r e .  My s i s t e r  was l i v i n g  w i t h  me and o f  c o u r s e ,  I had t o  t a k e  
h e r  i n t o  my s e c r e t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  two o r  t h r e e  women f r i e n d s ,  and 
t h e y  h e l p e d  me n© en d .
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H i s  w a i s t  n a t u r a l l y  m e a s u r e d  26 i n .  and w e * r e d u c e d  i t  t o  21 
i n .  w i t h  e a s e ;  h u t  f rom a b o u t  22^ i n  t o  21 i n .  he  had  a  v e r y  un ­
c o m f o r t a b l e  t i m e ,  and a f t e r  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  t h o u g h ,  he  was w e a r i n g  
19 i n .  c o r s e t s  l a c e d  c l o s e  a l l  d a y ,  £  i n .  s m a l l e r  a t  n i g h t ,  and 
he  f e l t  more c o m f o r t a b l e  t h a n  when he was w e a r i n g  22 i n c h  c o r s e t s .  
My s i s t e r  and I  a c c o m p a n i e d  him on a  t i g h t  l a c i n g  b o u t ,  and d u r i n g  
t h e  t i m e  h i s  f i g u r e  was u n d e r  t r a i n i n g ,  we had  r e d u c e d  o u r s  t o  
16 i n .  and  15  i n .  r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  o f  c o u r s e ,  we had b een  a c c u s t o m e d  
t o  t i g h t  l a c i n g  a l l  o u r  l i v e s .

I  t o o k  p a r t i c u l a r  c a r e  o f  h i s  b u s t  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  a 
b r a s s i e r e ,  w h ic h  he  a l w a y s  w o r e ,  a c h i e v e d  t h e  n a t u r a l  movement o f  
t h e  f e m i n i n e  b r e a s t s  t o  s u c h  an e x t e n t  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  t h i n n e s t  s i l k  
f r o c k s  h i s  d e c e p t i o n  was u n d e t e c t a b l e .

H i s  f e e t  I g r a d u a l l y  m a s s a g e d  down t o  a Number 6 l a d y * s  shoe 
and s t a r t i n g  a t  i * .  h e e l s  I g r a d u a l l y  r a i s e d  them t o  5 and 6 
i n o h e s  w i t h  t i n y  b a s e s  no  l a r g e r  t h a n  s i x  p e a c e s ,  on w h ich  i t  was 
a  t r e a t  t o  s e e  him d a i n t i l y  t r i p p i n g  a l o n g .

He wore  a  w ig  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  when h i s  h a i r  g re w  a  l i t t l e ,  I 
had  i t  waved and t h o u g h  s h o r t  f o r  t h o s e  d a y s ,  i t  s u i t e d  him v e r y  
w e l l .  H i s  makeup was t h e  work o f  an a r t i s t  a t  t h e  j o b  and a f t e r  a 
t i m e ,  he  was a b l e  t o  r e p a i r  t h e  r a v a g e s  t o  h i s  c o m p l e o t i o n  b e f o r e  
o t h e r  women w i t h o u t  r a i s i n g  s u s p i c i o n .

When a t  home,  I  d r e s s e d  him i n  e x t r e m e s  o f  f a s h i o n  s u c h  a s  
t i g h t  f i t t i n g  s k i r t s  o f  c l i n g i n g  v e l v e t ,  and d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  I c o u l d  
t o  a c c u s t o m  him t o  t h e  c o n s t r i c t i o n  o f  a g i r l 1s a t t i r e .  He h e l p e d  
my s i s t e r  and I i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  l e a r n e d  t o  sew and  make o u r  own l i g h t  
f r o c k s  and u n d i e s  w h i l e  he was t h e  d a i l y  s u b j e c t  o f  b e a u t y  t r e a t ­
m e n t s ,  c h a n g e s  o f  c l o t h e s ,  t i g h t e n i n g  up o f  s t a y s  and h e i g h t e n i n g  
h e e l s .

A f t e r  a m o n th ,  we v e n t u r e d  o u t  o f  d o o r s  e v e n i n g s  and i t  was 
s u r p r i s i n g  t o  s ee  how q u i c k l y  he t o o k  on t h e  l i t t l e  m a n n e r i s m s  which 
a r e  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  s e x .  C h e s t  b r e a t h i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e  became n a t u r a l  
f o r  he  was t o o  t i g h t l y  l a c e d  t o  do a n y t h i n g  e l s e ;  b u t  s i t t i n g  w i t h  
k n e e s  t i g h t l y  t o g e t h e r  t o o k  a l o t  o f  m a s t e r i n g ,  w h i l e  w a l k i n g  in  a 
m a n n i s h  way was i m p o s s i b l e  w i t h  a t i g h t  w a i s t  and 4 i n .  h e e l s  and 
o v e r .
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We v i s i t e d  o u r f r ie n d s  and w alked the s t r e e t s  aad p a rk s  
q u it e  n o rm a lly  a t  th e  ead o f  th re e  aom ths; he v i s i t e d  shops w ith  
u s amd was f i t t e d  f o r  a gown by a g i r l  w ith o u t  h e r d is c o v e r im g  
amythimg um usual im h e r c l i e n t .  H is  a r i s  amd s h o u ld e r s  had r e s -  
pomded to o u r m in is t r a t io n s  by t h i s  t im e , amd he lo o k e d  l i k e  a 
lo v e ly  g i r l  im a lo w c u t evemimg gown.

He became l i k e  ay s i s t e r  amd I  amd some o f o ur f r ie a d s - c o m -  
f ir a e d  t ig h t - la c e r s - g a v e  amd went to  many p a r t ie s  where b i z a r r e  
id e a s  were e v o lv e d  in  d a r in g  d r e s s ,  t i g h t  la c im g , l i v i n g  s t a t ­
u a r y ,  e t c .  amd when he was f i t  agaim to  go up the l im e ,  a f t e r  s i x  
aom ths, he was a b le  to  im p e rso n a te  so w e ll  t h a t  he was c o n s id e re d  
q u it e  one o f  the b e s t who e v e r p e rfo rm e d .

Y o u rs  f a i t h f u l l y ,  SUCCESSFUL TRAINER

II
"Why do I like to dress as a woman?
Just push your eyes back in, Henry 
And I'll tell you!"

CHARLENE - Hawaii

41



CAROL— Y/ISC.

GEORGIA— MASS



FROM MODEL TO MODISTE

"Come in  Davy",  s a i d  M a r t h a ,  ray A u n t ' s  m a i d ,  a s  she opened  t h e  
door  t o  my r i n g ,  " I t ’ s been  so l o n g  s i n c e  you were  o v e r  t h a t  we 
t h o u g h t  t h a t  you were  mad a t  u s " .

"Of c o u r s e  n o t  M a r t h a ! " ,  I r e p l i e d ,  " I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I ' v e  been  
v e r y  b u s y ;  b u t  now t h a t  s c h o o l * s  o u t  y o u ' l l  s ee  more o f  me. M o th e r  
i s  o u t  t o  a t e a  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  so I t h o u g h t  I m i g h t  a s  w e l l  come 
ov e r  e a r l y  and ha ve  a v i s i t  w i t h  A u n t . "

" T h a t ' s  f i n e  Davy— s h e ' s  u p s t a i r s " ,  s a i d  M a r th a  a s  she d i s ­
a p p e a r e d  i n t o  t h e  k i t c h e n .

Aunt  met me a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t a i r s ,  e x c l a i m i n g ,  " I  t h o u g h t  
I h e a r d  y o u r  v o i c e  Davy. I ' m  so g l a d  you came o v e r  e a r l y . "  With  
t h a t  I g o t  my u s u a l  hug and k i s s — f o r  Aunt  and I were v e r y  fond  o f  
e a ch  o t h e r .  In  many ways we were  l i k e  b r o t h e r  and s i s t e r ,  f o r  she 
was much y o u n g e r  t h a n  Mother*  and h e r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
f a c e  and f i g u r e ,  were  y o u n g .  " I ' m  d o i n g  some d r e s s m a k i n g ,"  she 
e x p l a i n e d ,  "So come i n  and t a l k  w i t h  me w h i l e  I w ork .  I ' m  s o r r y  
y o u r  M o th e r  d i d n ' t  come o v e r  w i t h  y o u ,  f o r  I w a n te d  t o  t r y  t h i s  
d r e s s  on h e r  and f i n i s h  p i n n i n g  i t ;  b u t  now I s u p p o s e  I ' l l  have  t o  
w a i t  u n t i l  n e x t  w e e k . "  I t o l d  h e r  t h a t  M o t h e r  had gone t o  a  t e a ,  
t h e n  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t u r n e d  t o  o t h e r  t h i n g s — Aunt  b u s i l y  w o r k i n g  
a l l  t h e  w h i l e .

A f t e r  an h o u r  o r  so Aunt c l i p p e d  a f i n a l  t h r e a d ,  and p e t u l a n t ­
l y  e x c l a i m e d ,  "T here  I ' m  a l l  r e a d y  f o r  a f i t t i n g ,  and n o t h i n g  can 
be done a b o u t  i t .  I do w i s h  M a r t h a  was my s i z e  so I w o u l d n ' t  have  
t o  depend on y o u r  M o t h e r . "

I l a u g h e d  and s a i d ,  "Why A u n t ,  d o n ' t  g e t  so e x c i t e d .  What 
d i f f e r e n c e  does  i t  make when you f i n i s h ? "

"Oh! None r e a l l y  Davy,  i t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  have a  
l o t  o f  h a l f - d o n e  t h i n g s  a r o u n d . "  S u d d e n l y  she e x c l a i m e d ,  "Why you 
a r e  j u s t  my s i z e !  Why d o n ' t  I t r y  i t  on y o u ? "

"Oh, no you d o n ' t ! "  l a u g h e d  I ,  " I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  be any  d r e s s ­
m a k e r ' s  dummy g e t t i n g  s t u c k  f u l l  o f  p i n s . "
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single time.” 
and agreed to

"Oh please Davy. I promise I won't stick you a 
We argued for several minutes, and finally I gave in 
act as the dummy.

I stood up, took off my coat, and asked, "Well, how do I get 
it on?"

Aunt laughingly said, "You can never do it that way, you'll 
have to take off your shirt and pants too."

"Darn it!" I said, "I never bargained for all this trouble," 
but I proceeded to do her bidding. Aunt was so much a member of 
our family that I had no hesitation about partially undressing in 
her presence, and was soon standing before her in my underwear.
She raised the dress and cautiously slipped it over my head, caut­
ioning me not to wiggle lest I break the basting threads. Finally 
getting it on, she tried to fasten the placket at the waist, but it 
was much too small for me.

Aunt stepped off, looked at me for a moment, then said, "That 
will never do, I can't fit it if I can't fasten it, besides you 
don't have enough bosom to make it hang right. It looks like I'm 
not going to get it fitted today." With that she carefully eased 
the dress off, and I turned to put on my clothes. As I took up my 
trousers Aunt said, "Wait a minute Davy, I have an idea," and with 
that she left the room to return in a few moments with a corset.
You must understand that this occured many years ago, when corsets 
were really corsets. The one in her hands was a wasp-waisted affair 
lacing up the back, and capable of greatly reducing the wearers 
wai st.

Realizing her intention, I set up a howl; but Aunt, becoming 
quite firm, said, "Now stop that Davy! This isn't going to bite 
you " .

"But Aunt", I replied, "I can't wear a thing like that."
"Oh nonsense!" she laughed, "It will improve your figure", and 

with that she clapped it around me, secured the hooks, and started 
to lace it up. However, it soon became apparent that it wasn't go­
ing to work--for my heavy underwear bunched up as it tightened.
Aunt almost swore when she saw this--unlaced the corset, and laying 
it aside said, "We'll get this yet Davy, I'm going to fit that dress 
this afternoon if it kills me." With that she again left the room 
while I stood wondering what she had in mind. In a moment she re­
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turned and h a n d i n g  me a  s m a l l  b u n d l e  o f  c l o t h  s a i d ,  "Now go i n t o  
the n e x t  room and p u t  t h i s  o n . ” C u r i o u s l y  I u n f o l d e d  i t  t o  f i n d  
t h a t  I was h o l d i n g  a d a i n t y  l a c e - t r i m m e d  p i n k  s i l k  c h e m i s e .  My jaw 
dropped when I saw i t ,  b u t  b e f o r e  I c o u l d  p r o t e s t  Aunt  t o o k  me by 
the e a r  and l e d  me i n t o  t h e  room s a y i n g ,  MI f  you say  a  word 1*11 
t w i s t  y o u r  e a r  r i g h t  o f f .  Now you p u t  t h i s  on and be q u i c k  a b o u t  
i t , "  With  t h a t  she l e f t  s h u t t i n g  t h e  d o o r  a f t e r  h e r .

I s t o o d  f o r  a  m i n u te  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  c h e m i s e — t e r r i b l y  e m b a r r ­
a s s e d  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  p u t t i n g  i t  on ,  and a l m o s t  in  t h e  mood t o  
de fy  h e r — when s u d d e n l y  t h e  humor o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a p p e a l e d  t o  me; 
so l a u g h i n g  t o  m y s e l f  I t o o k  o f f  my u n d e r w e a r  and s t e p p e d  i n t o  t h e  
c h e m i s e .  I t  was so s h e e r  and d a i n t y  t h a t  I f e l t  c o m p l e t e l y  n a k e d ,  
and t h e  i n n a t e  f e m i n i n i t y  o f  t h e  g a r m e n t  was v e r y  e m b a r r a s s i n g ,  b u t  
I shook t h e  f e e l i n g  o f f ,  and a f t e r  t a k i n g  a dee p  b r e a t h — o p ened  t h e  
d o o r .  Aunt  l o o k e d  a t  me f o r  a  moment— t h e n ,  i n s t e a d  o f  l a u g h i n g ,  
she a p p e a r e d  s u r p r i s e d ,  "Why you d o n * t  l o o k  a t  a l l  bad D a v y , "  she  
e x c l a i m e d ,  " I n  f a c t  I t h i n k  i t * s  q u i t e  beco m in g .V  T h i s  r e m a r k  was 
more e m b a r r a s s i n g  t h a n  t h e  e x p e c t e d  l a u g h t e r ,  and I c o u l d  f e e l  my­
s e l f  b l u s h i n g  a l l  o v e r .  Aunt  s e n s i n g ,  o r  s e e i n g ,  t h i s  t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  t a b l e  u n t i l  I r e c o v e r e d  my s e l f  p o s s e s s i o n ;  t h e n  she a g a i n  p u t  
t h e  c o r s e t  a r o u n d  me, and l a c e d  i t  up t i l l  I c o u l d  h a r d l y  b r e a t h .
But  t h a t  was o n l y  a  b e g i n n i n g — g i v i n g  me t h e  l a c e s  t o  h o l d ,  she 
t o o k  some c o t t o n  and a f t e r  s h a p i n g  i t  i n t o  two b a l l s  s t a r t e d  t o  
s l i p  them i n t o  t h e  bosom o f  t h e  c o r s e t .

"Hey n o ! "  I c r i e d ,  when I r e a l i z e d  h e r  i n t e n t i o n ,  "You c a n ' t  
do t h a t ,  A u n t . "  She l o o k e d  a t  me in  a  p e r t  s o r t  o f  way s a y i n g ,
"Oh c a n ' t  I ?  What s o r t  o f  a  dummy do you t h i n k  you would  make w i t h ­
o u t  t h e  p r o p e r  bosom ?" ,  and w i t h  t h a t  f i n i s h e d  s t u f f i n g  i t  i n .
A f t e r  s h a p i n g  t h e  c o t t o n  t o  h e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  she s a i d ,  " T h e re  t h a t  
l o o k s  b e t t e r .  Now I can f i n i s h  t h e  l a c i n g , "

I g a s p e d ,  "My God Aunt! Y o u ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  l a c e  t h i s  any 
t i g h t e r .  I ' m  a b o u t  c u t  in  two a s  i t  i s . "  Aunt  w a lk e d  t o  t h e  t a b l e  
and t a k i n g  up a t a p e ,  p u t  i t  a r o u n d  my w a i s t — i t  m e a s u r e d  21 i n c h e s .  
Then she p l a c e d  i t  a r o u n d  h e r  own w h ich  m e a s u r e d  j u s t  18 i n c h e s .

"Now you s ee  why I have t o  l a c e  you t i g h t e r , "  she s a i d .

"I  g u e s s  so A u n t , "  I r e p l i e d ,  "But  d o n ' t  be s u r p r i s e d  i f  you 
k i l l  me. "

Aunt  l a u g h e d ,  and s a i d ,  " I ' m  l a c e d  t h a t  way a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  and 
I l o o k  p r e t t y  good d o n ' t  I ? "  I was f o r c e d  t o  a g r e e ,  f o r  Aunt  was
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the picture of health.
"But" , I said, "you’re used to it",
"Well, don’t worry", replied Aunt, "you’ll get used to it too. 

With that she started to lace me up again, and after tugging and 
hauling until I could hardly stand it she measured me again, then 
said, "There, now your figure is really nice Davy", and with that 
she tied the laces--took up the dress and eased it over my head.

This time, the dress fit perfectly, so Aunt took a mouthful of 
pins and started to work— taking a tuck here, pinning a little 
tighter there, and generally making all the adjustments to a well 
fitting dress. I stood as patiently as I could; but after half an 
hour or so I ached all over from my effort to remain motionless.
At last she finished all but the hem, and telling me that that was 
all there was left to do she got down on her knees while I revolved 
slowly in front of her. While doing this, she asked, in a matter- 
of-fact manner, if I had ever had a dress on before? "No Aunt.
This is my first experience", I replied. With that she went on 
pinning without saying a word.

Finally, she rose to her feet, stood off and looked me over 
for a moment, then said, "Well I gues-s that’s all. Thank you very 
much for your trouble. Nov/ let’s be very careful while I get it 
off— for we don’t v/ant any of the pins to pull out." With that she 
carefully helped me pull the dress off over my head, folded it, and 
laid it on the table. Then turning to me she said, with a mischiev 
ious look, "You know Davy, you look so well in that corset and chem 
ise that I'm curious to see how you would look dressed as a v/oman.
I think I ’ll get the rest of the clothes and have you slip them on 
for a little while.”

"Oh no!" I said, embarrassed at the thought. "This corset is 
bad enough. I ’ll dress for you some other time, but please unlace 
me now."

"You’re not going to put me off that way", she replied, "I’ll 
not unlace you till I satisfy my curiousity. Now come on and be a 
sport Davy." Aunt had a firm disposition and knowing that she 
would never relent, I consented--half curious myself.

"That’s fine", she said, "Now you wait here while I go find 
something that will be becoming to you." She was gone for quite a 
time, finally returning with her arms full of clothes. First hand­
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ing me a pair of black silk hose, very sheer for those days, she 
said, "You can be putting these on while I get the rest ready."

I snorted, "Why I don’t have to wear these, just so you can 
see how I look with a dress on."

"Oh stop your beefing! W e ’re really going to dress you. Now 
put those on." Grumbling to myself I took them up and gingerly 
slipped them on. Aunt then asked me to stand, and after straight­
ening the seams, she fastened the garters. "Now this is next", she 
said, handing me another bundle of cloth, "We want you to be proper­
ly modest in case the wind should blow up your skirts." I unfolded 
the garment and found it was a pair of bloomers, like the chemise, 
of silk and lace, and much too sheer to be much help in promoting 
modesty. By that time the joke of my dressing as a woman had real­
ly begun to take hold of me, so I stepped into the bloomers with 
little embarrassment. Next Aunt handed me a white silk slip, or 
petticoat, with a lace trimmed bodice and wide lace shoulder straps 
and after that a sheer and frilly white blouse, and a plain navy 
blue skirt— which, of course, came to the floor.

While Aunt left the room on some errand, I slowly and clumsily 
got into these clothes— much confused by the complex arrangement of 
hooks and eyes. But by the time she returned with a pair of high- 
heeled high buttoned shoes in her hand, I was dressed. She stopped, 
and after gazing at me for a moment, said, "Davy I thought that 
you'd look funny dressed in my things, but you don't. You really 
look quite nice, and I ’m going to explore all your possibilities 
before I let you go. Here, put these on while I get some more 
things." With that she handed me the shoes and left the room again.

Sitting down, I raised my skirts— with a most peculiar feeling 
and slipped my feet into the shoes. They, like the clothes, fitted 
quite well; so I proceeded to button them up. The tight corset 
made it very difficult to bend over so by the time I had the shoes 
buttoned I was red in the face, gasping for breath, and glad indeed 
to stand; but no sooner had I risen than Aunt returned with, of all
things, a wig. "Where in the world did you get that?" I asked.

Oh I had to get it after I had the fever", she replied. "Our 
hair is about the same color, so it should be alright for you.
Please sit down again so I can put it on." I obeyed her, and she 
proceeded, with deft fingers, to place it on my head, it was equip­
ped with elastic so it fitted like a tight cap. When it was ad­
justed to her satisfaction, she took the hair pins out of it, and
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t a k i n g  a  comb p r o c e e d e d  t o  comb i t  a l l  o u t .  I t  was so l o n g  t h a t  
i t  came down a b o u t  me l i k e  a  w a i s t - l e n g t h  c l o a k *  A l l  t h e  s n a r l s  ou t  
Aunt  s t a r t e d  t o  do i t  u p ,  i t  t o o k  h e r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  b u t  f i n a l l y  she  
was f i n i s h e d ,  and a f t e r  p u t t i n g  a  l i t t l e  powder  on my n o s e  she s a i d ,  
" T h e r e  Davy,  now s t a n d  up so I can see  how you l o o k . "  I d i d  s o — 
g r a v e l y  r e v o l v i n g  in  f r o n t  o f  h e r ,  " F i n e  Davy! F i n e , "  she  s a i d  
a f t e r  l o o k i n g  me o v e r  c a r e f u l l y ,  "You l o o k  v e r y  n i c e ,  I n e v e r  would  
have b e l i e v e d  t h a t  you would  l o o k  w e l l  a s  a  woman; b u t  come i n t o  t h e  
bedro om  whe re  you can s ee  f o r  y o u r s e l f . "

I f o l l o w e d  h e r ,  and s e e i n g  m y s e l f ,  g a s p e d  w i t h  a s t o n i s h m e n t *
I l o o k e d  so much l i k e  a  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  o f  Aunt  t h a t  i t  was a m a z in g .  
She had a r r a n g e d  t h e  h a i r  i n  a  s o f t  k n o t ,  o r  r o l l ,  e x t e n d i n g  f rom 
e a r - t o - e a r  a c r o s s  t h e  back  o f  my n e c k — t h e  same way she wore h e r s — 
and we were  d r e s s e d  s i m i l a r l y ,  t h a t  i s ,  w h i t e  f r i l l y  b l o u s e s  and 
t a i l o r e d  w a l k i n g  s k i r t s ;  b u t  t h e  r e s e m b l a n c e  d i d  n o t  end t h e r e ,  o u r  
f e a t u r e s  were  much a l i k e  and w i t h  t h e  h a i r  s o f t l y  f r a m i n g  my f a c e  
I l o s t  a l l  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  m a s c u l i n i t y — bec o m in g  a l m o s t  a s  p r e t t y  a s  
s h e .

The a c t o r  i n  me t h r i l l e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  I c o u l d  l o o k  f e m i n i n e  
and p r e t t y ,  i n s t e a d  o f  l u d i c r o u s ,  i n  h e r  c l o t h e s .  Aunt  had been 
w a t c h i n g  me a l l  t h e  t i m e  I s t o o d  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  m i r r o r ,  and when 
I f i n a l l y  t u r n e d  t o  h e r ,  she  s a i d ,  "You know Davy,  I t h i n k  1*11 
a d o p t  you f o r  a  d a u g h t e r ,  and  make you d r e s s  a s  a  g i r l  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  
Y o u ' r e  t o o  s m a l l  and f r a i l  t o  l o o k  l i k e  much o f  a  man,  and you lo o k  
so w e l l  i n  d r e s s e s  t h a t  I ' m  s u r e  n a t u r e  i n t e n d e d  you t o  be a  g i r l . "  
T h i s  r e m a r k  h u r t ,  f o r  my l a c k  o f  s i z e  was a  s o r e  p o i n t ;  b u t  b e f o r e  
I c o u l d  r e p l y  Aunt  s e n s e d  t h i s  and ch a n g ed  t h e  s u b j e c t  by e x c l a i m ­
i n g ,  "G oodness !  I t ' s  a l m o s t  s u p p e r  t i m e .  Your M o t h e r  s h o u l d  be 
h e r e  any  m i n u t e . "  The t h o u g h t  o f  h a v i n g  M o th e r  s ee  me a s  a  g i r l  
was v e r y  e m b a r r a s s i n g , so I t o l d  Aunt t h a t  I had b e t t e r  change  b e ­
f o r e  she  a r r i v e d .  " A l r i g h t " ,  she  s a i d ,  "Bu t  f i r s t  l e t ' s  go down 
and l e t  M a r t h a  see  y o u . "  I h e s i t a t e d — t h e n  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  M a r t h a  
would  h e a r  o f  my m a s q u e r a d e - - I  f o l l o w e d  h e r  down.

M a r t h a  was s e t t i n g  t h e  t a b l e ,  and when she f i r s t  saw me a 
l o o k  o f  s u r p r i s e  c r o s s e d  h e r  f a c e ,  f o r  she  d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  who I was.  
Then she  r e c o g n i z e d  me and b u r s t  i n t o  l a u g h t e r ,  "Why i t ' s  D av y ,"  
she  e x c l a i m e d  t o  A u n t ,  " D r e s s e d  i n  y o u r  c l o t h e s . "

" Y e s " ,  s a i d  A u n t ,  " D o n ' t  you t h i n k  he l o o k s  n i c e ? "

" M a r t h a  came a r o u n d  t h e  t a b l e — l o o k e d  me up and down— t h e n
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r e p lie d *  "Why he lo o k s  l i k e  y o u r s i s t e r — and h e ’ s a lm o st a s  p r e t t y  
as y o u . D avy, you lo o k  f in e  a s  a g i r l . "  Though M a rth a ’ s a p p ro b ­
a t io n  was p le a s in g ,  i f  was n e v e r t h e le s s  e m b a rra s s in g , so I  sto o d 
s i l e n t  w h ile  the two la u g h e d  and c h a tte d  abo ut me.

S u d d enly a v o ic e  b e h in d  me s a id ,  " F r a n c e s ,  what in  the w o rld  
have you done to my c h i ld ? "  I  w h ir le d ,  and th e re  in  the doorway 
sto o d M o th e r. Coming in t o  the house w ith o u t  o ur h e a r in g  h e r ,  she 
had been s ta n d in g  th e re  l i s t e n i n g ,  and lo o k in g  a t  me, o r r a t h e r  my 
b a c k , f o r  s e v e r a l m in u te s .

A u n t, la u g h in g , c ro s s e d  the room , k is s e d  M o th e r, th en s a id ,
"Why A gnes, you know I ’ ve a lw a y s wanted a y o u n g e r s i s t e r ,  and now 
I  have one. Don’ t  you t h in k  s h e ’ s c u t e ? "

"Why y e s , "  r e p l ie d  M o th e r, "B ut how in  th e w o rld  d id  you e v e r 
g e t Davy to  d r e s s  t h a t  w ay?"

"Oh t h a t  was e a s y , "  s a id  A u n t, " I  c o u ld n 't  g e t you to  h e lp  me 
f i t  a new d r e s s ,  so when Davy came by I  p e rsu a d e d  him to  a c t  as 
dummy, and t h a t  gave me the id e a — f o r  you se e — I  had to  g e t him 
in t o  a c o r s e t  b e fo re  the d r e s s  would f i t . "

"Davy in  a c o r s e t ! "  S h rie k e d  M o th e r, b u r s t in g  in t o  g a le s  o f  
la u g h t e r ,  "O f c o u rse  he w ould have to  w ear one to  g e t t h a t  f i g u r e ,  
but i t  j u s t  h a d n 't  o cc u re d  to m e." By t h a t  tim e she was la u g h in g  
so h ard  t h a t  i t  in f e c t e d  A u n t, who jo in e d  u n t i l  th e y  were both a l ­
most h y s t e r i c a l .  "My l i t t l e  boy Davy in  a c o r s e t  and a d r e s s ! "  
Laughed M o th e r, " I  j u s t  c a n 't  g e t used to  the id e a . "

"And oh y e s , "  added A u n t, "He a ls o  h a s on my b e s t chem ise and 
b lo o m e rs ."  T h is  se n t M other in t o  a n o th e r f i t  o f la u g h t e r ,  w h ile  I  
stood p r a y in g  t h a t  the ground w ould open and sw a llo w  me.

F i n a l l y  the la u g h t e r  c e a s e d , and M o th e r, d r y in g  h e r e y e s , s a id ,  
"Come o v e r where i t s  l i g h t  Davy so I  can r e a l l y  see how you lo o k . "
I  fo llo w e d  h e r to  the window and th e re  she w alked a l l  ab o u t me—  
vie w in g  me from  e v e ry  a n g le .

A f t e r  a moment Aunt a s k e d , "D o n 't  you t h in k  he r e a l l y  lo o k s  
w e ll th a t  way A g n es?" M other tu rn e d  to  A u n t, and a f t e r  a moments 
h e s it a t io n  s a id ,  "Why F ra n c e s  I 'm  so amazed t h a t  I 'm  a t  a lo s s  f o r  
words. Davy lo o k s  so fe m in in e  t h a t  I  w ould n e v e r have re c o g n iz e d  
him i f  i t  w e re n ’ t  f o r  h i s  f a m ily  a p p e a ra n c e . I f  anyone had t o ld  me 
that my son c o u ld  lo o k  l i k e  a g i r l — c o m p le te ly  f e m in in e - - m e r e ly  by 
d re ssin g  in  g i r l ’ s c lo t h e s ,  I  w o u ld n ’ t  have b e lie v e d  them . F ra n c e s
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you had  b e t t e r  l o o k  o u t  o r  Davy w i l l  s u p p l a n t  you a s  t h e  p r e t t y  one 
o f  t h e  f a m i l y . "

Aun t  l a u g h i n g l y  s a i d ,  "Wel l  I d o n ' t  c a r e  i f  he d o e s ,  I ' m  
q u i t e  p r o u d  t o  have  b een  t h e  d i s c o v e r e r  o f  D a v y ' s  h i d d e n  t a l e n t s . "

D i n n e r  w a s ,  by t h a t  t i m e ,  a l m o s t  r e a d y ;  s e e i n g  a  way t o  g e t  
o u t  o f  my e m b a r r a s s i n g  a t t i r e  I s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I had b e t t e r  change 
b e f o r e  we a t e .  Bu t  M o t h e r  s l i p p e d  an arm a b o u t  my s l i m  w a i s t ,  k i s s ­
ed me, and s a i d ,  "Oh p l e a s e  d o n ' t  change  f o r  a  w h i l e  y e t  Davy.  L e t  
me p r e t e n d  y o u ' r e  my d a u g h t e r — i n s t e a d  o f  my s o n — f o r  I ' v e  a l w a y s  
w a n te d  a  d a u g h t e r ,  and you make su ch  a  good l o o k i n g  o n e . "  T h i s  
r e m a r k  s u p r i s e d  me i n d e e d ,  f o r  M o th e r  had  n e v e r  t a l k e d  t h a t  way b e ­
f o r e ,  So when Aunt  ad d e d  h e r  e n t r e a t i e s  I c o n s e n t e d — t o  t h e i r  ob­
v i o u s  p l e a s u r e .

Our mea l  and t h e  l o n g  v i s i t  a f t e r w a r d  were  p l e a s a n t ,  f o r  I 
was k e p t  so  amused t h a t  I d i d  n o t  have  t i m e  t o  d w e l l  on t h e  d i s c o m ­
f o r t  o f  my a t t i r e .  M a r t h a  p e r s i s t e n t l y  e m b a r r a s s e d  me a t  t h e  t a b l e  
by c a l l i n g  me, " M i s s " ,  a t  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y ;  i t  was " P l e a s e  t r y  
t h e s e  p i c k l e s  M i s s " ,  o r  "Try  t o  e a t  a  l i t t l e  more M is s  Davy",  a l l  
t h r o u g h  t h e  m e a l .  Bu t  a f t e r w a r d s  when we were  c h a t t i n g  a r o u n d  an 
open  f i r e  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  room I f o r g o t  a l l  a b o u t  my e m b a r r a s s m e n t — 
and  so  l o n g  a s  I s a t  up s t r a i g h t  I s u f f e r e d  l i t t l e  d i s c o m f o r t  f rom 
my c o r s e t .  S e v e r a l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  a s  I would  g l a n c e  
down a t  my s k i r t s ,  a  f e e l i n g  o f  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  wo uld  c r e e p  o v e r  me, 
and I w ou ld  t h i n k  t o * m y s e l f  w i t h  a  f e e l i n g  o f  p r i d e ,  " I t ' s  n o t  
e v e r y  man t h a t  can make h i m s e l f  a p p e a r  t o  be a  p r e t t y  and d a i n t y  
g i r l . "

As we s a t  c h a t t i n g  t h e  t i m e  s l i p p e d  away u n t i l  M o t h e r ,  g l a n c ­
i n g  a t  t h e  c l o c k ,  e x c l a i m e d ,  "H eavens  Davy! I t ' s  a l m o s t  e l e v e n .
We m us t  go r i g h t  h o m e ."  Aunt  r i s i n g  t o  h e r  f e e t  r e p l i e d ,  " I ' m  
s o r r y  t o  h av e  k e p t  you so l o n g  A g n e s ,  w e ' v e  bee n  h a v i n g  su ch  a  good 
t i m e  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  how l a t e  i t  w a s . "

"We've  had  fu n  t o o  F r a n c e s , "  r e p l i e d  M o t h e r ,  "But  we m us t  go
n o w ."

"H ey !"  I i n t e r j e c t e d ,  " D o n ' t  be i n  s u c h  a  h u r r y ,  I ' v e  g o t  t o  
c h a n g e  b e f o r e  we s t a r t . "

" G o o d n e s s "  r e p l i e d  A u n t ,  "You seem so n a t u r a l  t h a t  way t h a t  
w e ' d  f o r g o t t e n  a l l  a b o u t  i t .  R a t h e r  t h a n  k e e p  y o u r  M o th e r  w a i t i n g  
why n o t  w e a r  t h o s e  c l o t h e s  on home.  You can  b r i n g  them b ack  t o ­
morrow an d  g e t  y o u r s  a t  t h e  same t i m e . "
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"Oh g o s h  no A u n t ! M I e x c l a i m e d ,  "Someone would  be s u r e  t o  s e e  
me. ” At t h a t  t h e y  b o t h  h o o t e d — s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
I s h o u l d  have  any t r o u b l e .

As I h e s i t a t e d  Aunt s a i d ,  MWait  a  m i n u te  A g n e s ,  I know wh at  
w e ’ l l  d o , ” and w i t h  t h a t  she t u r n e d  and r a n  u p s t a i r s .

Whi le  she  was gone I s a i d  t o  M o t h e r ,  ”You and  Aunt  must  be 
o r a z y .  What would  p e o p l e  s ay  i f  t h e y  saw me t h i s  w a y ?”

’’N onsense  D a v y ! ” She r e p l i e d ,  "No one c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  r e c o g n i z e  
y o u  t h a t  way,  and even  i f  t h e y  d i d  t h e y  would  p r o b a b l y  t h i n k  you 
were  s m a r t ,  f o r  you l o o k  much b e t t e r  a s  a g i r l . ” I was a s t o n i s h e d ,  
f o r  h e r e  was M o th e r  a c t u a l l y  a p p r o v i n g  o f  my u n e t h i c a l  c o s t u m e ;  
b u t  b e f o r e  I c o u l d  say  more Aunt  came down— h e r  a rms  l a d e n .

"Here  Davy t r y  t h i s  o n ” , she s a i d ,  h o l d i n g  up a  c o a t  f o r  me.
I o b e d i e n t l y  s l i p p e d  my arms  i n t o  i t  and f o u n d  I was w e a r i n g  a  s h o r t  
b l u e  j a c k e t — t h a t  m a tch e d  my s k i r t .  I t  b u t t o n e d  t i g h t l y  down t h e  
f r o n t ,  c o m p l e t e l y  c o v e r i n g  a l l  b u t  t h e  r u f f l e d  l a c e  c o l l a r  o f  t h e  
b l o u s e .  Then she  t o o k  a  b l u e  f e a t h e r - t r i m m e d  h a t ,  s e c u r e d  i t  t o  my 
hea d  w i t h  two l o n g  h a t p i n s ,  and h a n d i n g  me a  b l u e  p u r s e  and b l u e  
suede  g l o v e s  s a i d ,  " T h e re  now Davyf Y ou’ r e  p r o p e r l y  d r e s s e d  f o r  
t h e  s t r e e t ,  you can r e t u r n  t h e  c l o t h e s  t o m o r r o w . ” Whi le  Aunt  was 
f i x i n g  me M o th e r  had g o t t e n  h e r  c o a t  and h a t ,  and b e f o r e  I knew 
what  was h a p p e n i n g  t h e y  f a i r l y  p u s h ed  me o u t  t h e  d o o r .

I s t o o d  on t h e  f r o n t  s t e p s  in  a  p o s i t i v e  f r i g h t - a s  I l o o k  
bac k  on i t  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  t o  f e a r  f o r  my d i s g u i s e  was p r a c t i c a l l y  
u n d e t e c t a b l e ,  b u t  we a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  l o g i c a l - a n d  i f  Aunt  h a d n ’ t  
slammed t h e  d o o r  w i t h  a  sound o f  f i n a l i t y  I ' m  s u r e  I would  have r u n  
back i n t o  t h e  h o u s e .  M o th e r  who had s t a r t e d  down t h e  w a lk  now 
t u r n e d  and c a l l e d  t o  m e - w i t h  r e t r e a t  c u t  o f f  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  t o  
do b u t  f o l l o w  h e r .  As soon a s  I c a u g h t  up she  s a i d ,  " P u t  y o u r  
g l o v e s  on Davy.  No l a d y  e v e r  g o e s  o u t  a t  n i g h t  w i t h o u t  t h e m . ”
They were  q u i t e  new and t i g h t  so we had  w a lk e d  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  
b l o c k  b e f o r e  I had them o n ,  and by t h e n  I was o v e r  t h e  w o r s t  o f  my 
f r i g h t  and b e g i n n i n g  t o  e n j o y  t h e  n o v e l t y  o f  my w a l k i n g  a t t i r e .
My h i g h  h e e l s  were  s t r a n g e  so I had t o  be c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  t u r n  my 
a n k l e ,  and t h e  f e e l  o f  t h e  l o n g  h e a v y  s k i r t  a b o u t  my l e g s ,  was o f  
c o u r s e ,  u t t e r l y  f o r e i g n ,  b u t  not  u n p l e a s a n t  ; h ow ever  t h e  t i g h t n e s s  
o f  t h e  c o r s e t  f o r c e d  me t o  go s l o w l y ,  f o r  a f t e r  w a l k i n g  a  few 
b l o c k s  I g o t  a s t i t c h  i n  my s i d e .  S e v e r a l  t i m e s  M o th e r  c a u t i o n e d  
me a g a i n s t  s w i n g i n g  my a r m s  t o o  v i g o r o u s l y ;  b u t  t w i c e  she d i d  com­
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p l i m e n t  me on my a c t i n g .

We we re  home in  no t i m e ,  and when we were  s a f e l y  i n s i d e  I f e l t  
p l e a s e d — f o r  I had managed t h e  wa lk  w i t h o u t  any  u n p l e a s a n t  i n c i d e n t  
and my c o n f i d e n c e  was s o a r i n g .  I t  was so l a t e  t h a t  we i m m e d i a t e l y  
w e n t  up t o  b e d .  A f t e r  r e m o v i n g  my h a t ,  j a c k e t ,  s k i r t ,  b l o u s e ,  
p e t t i c o a t  and b l o o m e r s ,  I c o u l d  n o t  u n t i e  my c o r s e t  l a c e s ,  so I was 
r e l u c t a n t l y  f o r c e d  t o  s e e k  M o t h e r ' s  h e l p .  S e e i n g  me i n  my i n t i m a t e  
f e m i n i n e  u n d e r t h i n g s ,  she  l a u g h e d  h e a r t i l y ,  b u t  a s  she  u n l a c e d  me 
she  a g a i n  r e m a r k e d  on my f e m i n i n e  a p p e a r a n c e  even i n  my r e v e a l i n g  
a t t i r e .  The c o r s e t  o f f ,  I g r a t e f u l l y  s t r e t c h e d  and  e n j o y e d  g r e a t  
l u n g f u l s  o f  a i r — t h e n  r e t u r n i n g  t o  my ro om,  a f t e r  an u n u s u a l l y  fon d 
g o o d n i g h t  f r om  M o t h e r — I removed s h o e s ,  h o s e ,  c h e m i s e  and w i g ,  and 
h a p p i l y  c l i m b e d  i n t o  b e d .

M o t h e r  o a l l e d  me t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  s a y i n g ,  " I t ' s  q u i t e  l a t e  
you l a z y - b o n e s .  J u s t  b e c a u s e  you p a r a d e  a r o u n d  a l l  n i g h t  in  t h e  
l a t e s t  f a s h i o n s  you c a n ' t  e x p e c t  t o  s l e e p  a l l  d a y . "

I c l i m b e d  o u t  o f  bed and  w en t  i n  t o  t a k e  a  b a t h ,  c a r e f u l l y  
a v e r t i n g  my e y e s  a s  I p a s s e d  t h e  p i l e  o f  f e m i n i n e  u n d e r t h i n g s  I 
had  l e f t  on a  c h a i r .  R e t u r n i n g  t o  my ro om,  wide  awake and t i n g l i n g  
a f t e r  my c o l d  b a t h ,  I was s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  M o t h e r  s t i l l  t h e r e .
HI t h o u g h t  t h a t  you wo uld  be a t  b r e a k f a s t  by now M o t h e r ,  M I s a i d .  
She s a i d  t h a t  she had d e c i d e d  t h a t  she  would  w a i t  f o r  me, and t h e n  
a s k e d  wha t  I p l a n n e d  t o  w e ar  t h a t  m o r n i n g .  I r e p l i e d ,  MWhy my u s ­
u a l  c l o t h e 8• Why do*you a s k ?  I s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  s p e c i a l  on f o r  t o ­
day?

" O h  no Davy! I t ' s  j u s t  t h a t  I w ou ld  l i k e  t o  have  you p u t  on 
F r a n c e s ' s  t h i n g s  a g a i n .

"What! Me w e a r  t h o s e  t h i n g s  a g a i n ! "  I e x c l a i m e d .

"Oh Davy d o n ' t  a c t  t h a t  w a y , "  M o t h e r  p l e a d e d ,  " I ' l l  h e l p  you 
g e t  them on so i t  w o n ' t  be any  t r o u b l e  a t  a l l . "

"But  why M o t h e r ? "  I a s k e d .  " T h e y ' r e  so u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  and b e ­
s i d e s  you saw me i n  them l a s t  n i g h t . "

She h e s i t a t e d ,  t h e n  a n s w e r e d ,  "Oh come on Davy,  be a  s p o r t .
A l l  I wan t  i s  t o  g e t  some p i c t u r e s  o f  you t h a t  way— t h e n  you oan 
t a k e  them o f f . "

"Yes and h ave  Sue s e e  me" ,  I r e p l i e d .  "What w ould  she  t h i n k ? "  
$ue was o u r  m a id .
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" I f  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h a t  i s  d e t e r r i n g  you  i t ' s  a l r i g h t  f o r  I ' v e  a l ­
r e a d y  t o l d  Sue a b o u t  l a s t  n i g h t .  She t h o u g h t  i t  was a  c l e v e r  i d e a ,  
and i s  d y i n g  t o  s ee  you t h a t  way— i n  f a c t ,  she  s a i d  she  was g o i n g  
t o  a s k  you t o  d r e s s  f o r  h e r  b e f o r e  you t o o k  t h e  c l o t h e s  b a c k . "  I 
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I was d e f e a t e d  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  so t o  s t a l l  M o t h e r  
o f f  I t o l d  h e r  t h a t  I would  p u t  them on a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t .  B u t  t h a t  
d i d n ' t  f o o l  h e r — h a v i n g  won t h e  f i r s t  r o u n d  she  p r e s s e d  t h e  p o i n t ,  
and b e f o r e  l o n g  I was g r u d g i n g l y  p u t t i n g  on t h e  c h e m i s e .  M o t h e r  
t h e n  h e l p e d  me p u t  on t h e  c o r s e t ,  a r r a n g e d  t h e  b r e a s t  p a d d i n g ,  and 
l a c e d  i t  u p .  I t h e n  p u t  on t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c l o t h e s ;  and w h i l e  I 
b u t t o n e d  t h e  s h o e s  she  a r r a n g e d  t h e  h a i r ,  o r  r a t h e r  t h e  w i g .

A f t e r  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y ,  t h e  c l o t h e s  were  n o t  
s u ch  a  m y s t e r y ,  and I was d r e s s e d  much s o o n e r  t h a n  I had  e x p e c t e d .  
L i k e  A u n t ,  M o th e r  p u t  some powder  on my f a c e — and a l s o  a  t o u c h  o f  
r o u g e ,  f o r  she t h o u g h t  t h a t  I had  a p p e a r e d  t o o  s a l l o w  t h e  e v e n i n g  
b e f o r e .  As we s t a r t e d  down s t a i r s  I was s u r p r i s e d  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  
now t h a t  I was d r e s s e d  a s  a  woman I was g l a d  t h a t  M o t h e r  had p e r ­
s uaded  me t o  do s o — b u t  I  p a s s e d  i t  o f f  w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  
n o v e l t y  had  n o t  y e t  worn o f f .

Sue was so s u r p r i s e d  when she  saw me t h a t  she  a l m o s t  d r o p p e d  
t h e  c o f f e e  p o t .  I was f o r c e d * t o  u n d e r g o  a  t h o r o u g h  s c r u t i n y  a t  
t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  w h i c h ,  S ue ,  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r s ,  a g r e e d  t h a t  my 
a p p e a r a n c e  was a m a z i n g l y  f e m i n i n e .  She a l s o  a d d e d  t h a t  she  l i k e d  
me so  much t h a t  way t h a t  she  hoped  I ' d  d r e s s  a s  a  g i r l  o f t e n .  The 
r e a c t i o n  o f  M o t h e r ,  A u n t ,  and t h e  two m a i d s ,  amazed m e - - a t  f i r s t  
t h e y  a l l  t h o u g h t  i t  a  huge  j o k e ,  t h e n  t h e i r  amusement  c h a n g e d  t o  
s u r p r i s e ,  and  most  s t r a n g e l y  o f  a l l - — a p p r o b a t i o n ,  I c o u l d n ' t  u n ­
d e r s t a n d  i t ,  b u t  t h i s  a p p r o v a l  was mos t  marked  and i t  i n c r e a s e d  a s  
t i m e  went  on .

We s a t  down t o  b r e a k f a s t ,  and a s  t h e  mea l  p r o g r e s s e d  I f o u n d  
t h a t  I was n o t  so t e n s e  a s  I had  b ee n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e v e n i n g ;  and 
t h a t  a s  I r e l a x e d  t h e  c l o t h i n g ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  s t r a n g e n e s s ,  c o u l d  be 
t o l e r a t e d .  Sue c o n t i n u e d  t o  show h e r  a p p r o v a l  by b e i n g  u n u s u a l l y  
a t t e n t i v e  t o  my w a n t s .  B r e a k f a s t  o v e r ,  M o t h e r  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
was n o t  y e t  enou gh  l i g h t  f o r  p i c t u r e s ,  and t h a t  she would  w r i t e  a  
few l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e .  I ,  h a v i n g  n o t h i n g  t o  d o ,  p u t  on t h e  
b l u e  j a c k e t  and w a n d e r e d  o u t  i n t o  t h e  g a r d e n — p l a n t e d  so t h a t  a  
h ea v y  s c r e e n  o f  b u s h e s  k e p t  any  n e i g h b o r  f rom s e e i n g  me. T h e r e  I 
s p e n t  more t h a n  an h o u r  e n j o y i n g  t h e  f r e s h  m o r n i n g  a i r  and d o i n g  a  
l i t t l e  l i g h t ,  and r a t h e r  i n e f f e c t i v e  c u l t i v a t i n g  among t h e  f l o w e r s ,
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b u t  I soo n fo u n d  t h a t  t h e  hem o f  my s k i r t  g o t  we t  i n  t h e  dewy g r a s s  
when I s t o o p e d ,  and o f  c o u r s e ,  b e n d i n g  was i m p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  c o r s e t  
As t i m e  wore  on and I was s p a r e d  t h e  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  o f  h a v i n g  anyone 
c o m m e n t in g ,  o r  l a u g h i n g ,  a b o u t  me I fo u n d  t h a t  my a t t i r e  was n o t  so 
i m p o s s i b l e  a s  I had t h o u g h t ,  and f o r  whole  m i n u t e s  a t  a  t i m e  I even 
became o b l i v i o u s  t o  i t # As a  r e s u l t ,  when M o th e r  f i n a l l y  a p p e a r e d  
w i t h  t h e  c a m e r a  I was a b l e  t o  a c t  and p o s e  q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y .

M o t h e r  t o o k  s e v e r a l  p i c t u r e s  o f  m e - - f i r s t ,  i n  t h e  s k i r t  and 
b l o u s e ,  t h e n  w i t h  t h e  j a c k e t ,  and f i n a l l y  w i t h  h a t ,  bag and g l o v e s  
c o m p l e t e l y  a t t i r e d  f o r  t h e  s t r e e t .  I was more t h a n  g l a d  t h a t  she  
d i d  so f o r  I was c u r i o u s  t o  s ee  how I l o o k e d  t o  t h e  ca m e r a * s  im­
p a r t i a l  e y e .  The p i c t u r e s  t a k e n ,  we went  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e  and I 
s t a r t e d  t o  c h a n g e , b u t  M o th e r  t o l d  me t h e r e  w a s n * t  enough  t i m e  b e ­
f o r e  l u n c h ,  so I p o s t p o n e d  i t .

A f t e r  a w a i t  l o n g  en ough  f o r  me t o  h av e  ch a n g ed  t e n  t i m e s ,
Sue f i n a l l y  a n n o u n c e d  l u n c h ,  and f o r  t h e  t h i r d  t i m e  I fo und  m y s e l f  
s i t t i n g  down a t  t h e  t a b l e  in  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e .  Lu nch  o v e r ,  M o th e r  
c h a t t e d  f o r  a  w h i l e  t h e n ,  g e t t i n g  h e r  c o a t  and  h a t ,  she a n n o u n c ed  
t h a t  she  was g o i n g  t o  a  c a r d  p a r t y ;  and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I walk  w i t h  
h e r  f o r  she  had  t o  go q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  A u n t ’ s .

" F i n e  M o t h e r , " A s  soon a s  I c h a n g e ,  and g e t  t h e s e  c l o t h e s  i n  a 
b o x ,  I ' l l  be w i t h  y o u . "

"Oh Davy,  I c a n ' t  w a i t  t h a t  l o n g .  Why d o n ' t  you come a s  you 
a r e ,  f o r  i t  w i l l  s av e  you t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  c a r r y i n g  A u n t ' s  c l o t h e s  
down, and t h o s e  you l e f t  t h e r e  b a c k . "

"But  M o t h e r ,  I c a n ' t  go o u t  i n  t h e s e  c l o t h e s  i n  t h e  d a y t i m e ;  
i t  was bad en ough  l a s t  n i g h t . "

"Why y o u ' r e  f o o l i s h  Davy,  no one i n  t h e  w o r l d  would  r e c o g n i z e  
y o u . "  J u s t  t h e n  Sue came i n t o  t h e  room and M o t h e r  a s k e d  h e r ,  "Sue 
do you t h i n k  an y o n e  wou ld  r e c o g n i z e  Davy,  d r e s s e d  a s  he i s ?  H e ' s  
a f r a i d  t o  walk,  down t o  F r a n c e s ' s  w i t h  me t h a t  w a y ."

Sue c h u c k l e d ,  and t u r n i n g  t o  me s a i d ,  "How you t a l k  Davy! Why 
e v e n  I w o u l d n ' t  r e c o g n i z e  y o u — y o u ' r e  j u s t  a  f o o l i s h  c h i l d — a f r a i d  
o f  t h e  d a r k . "

T h i s  a n g e r e d  me— f o r  I h a t e d  b e i n g  c a l l e d  a  c h i l d ,  so w i t h o u t  
a n o t h e r  word I g o t  t h e  j a c k e t  and h a t — p u t  them on ,  p i n n i n g  t h e  
h a t  a s  s e c u r e l y  a s  I  c o u l d ,  and t a k i n g  up t h e  bag and g l o v e s  c a l l e d  
t o  M o t h e r  t h a t  I was r e a d y .  She came o u t  i n t o  t h e  h a l l ,  c l o s e l y
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f o l l o w e d  by S ue ,  and a s  we w en t  o u t  t h e  d o o r  I saw them ex c h a n g e  
an amused g l a n c e .

The wa lk  p r o v e d  so u n e v e n t f u l  t h a t  I m e n t a l l y  k i c k e d  m y s e l f  
f o r  my f e a r s .  We met  no one on t h e  way,  and on l e a v i n g  M o t h e r ,  a  
b l o c k  f rom  A u n t ’ s ,  I f e l t  p l e a s e d  t h a t  I s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  wa lk  t h e  
r e s t  o f  t h e  way a l o n e .

M a r t h a ,  a s  u s u a l ,  a n s w e r e d  my r i n g ,  and on s e e i n g  me she c r i e d  
o u t ,  "Miss  Davy! I ' m  g l a d  t o  s ee  y o u .  I t ' s  so n i c e  t h a t  you came 
down t h a t  way.  D o n ' t  you l i k e  t h o s e  c l o t h e s  a l o t  b e t t e r  t h a n  y o u r  
n a s t y  p a n t s ? "

"No! I do n o t !  I o n l y  wore them t o  s av e  t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  c a r r y ­
i n g  them down and mine b a c k . "

"Oh come D a v y , "  l a u g h e d  M a r t h a ,  "You know how n i c e  t h e y  make 
you l o o k .  I ' l l  b e t  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  w ear  them from now o n . "

"No, I ' m  n o t ! "  I r e p l i e d ,  a s  I w a lk e d  up t h e  s t a i r s  i n  a  h i g h  
d u g eo n .

" H e l l o  Davy !"  c a l l e d  A u n t ,  a s  I r e a c h e d  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t a i r s ,  
" I ' m  in  t h e  s e w in g  r o o m . "  I w a lk e d  down t h e  h a l l  and  i n t o  t h e  room.  
When Aunt  saw me, she  c r i e d ,  "Davy! Y o u ' r e  w e a r i n g  my c l o t h e s  
a g a i n , "  and ju m p in g  up she gave me an e n t h u s i a s t i c  hug and k i s s .
"How n i c e  i t  i s  t o  s ee  you t h a t  w a y , "  she  c o n t i n u e d ,  " I ' v e  been 
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  you a l l  day and h o p i n g  t h a t  you w o u l d n ' t  be s t u b b o r n  
and r e f u s e  t o  wear  them a g a i n - = - f o r  we a l l  l i k e d  you so  much t h a t  
w a y ."  I g r i m a c e d  a t  t h i s ,  b u t  Aunt  o n l y  l a u g h e d ,  s a y i n g ,  "Oh Davy 
i t  i s n ' t  h a l f  so bad a s  you p r e t e n d — I ' l l  b e t  you r e a l l y  l i k e  them ,  
f o r  e v e r y o n e  l i k e s  t o  m a s q u e r a d e . "

"Wel l  I  d o n ' t !  The o n l y  r e a s o n  I ' m  w e a r i n g  them i s  t h a t  
M o th e r  w a n te d  a  p i c t u r e  o f  me t h i s  way and b e i n g  d r e s s e d  I t h o u g h t  
t h a t  i t  would  be e a s i e r  t o  we ar  them down t h a n  t o  c a r r y  t hem ,  and 
t h e n  my own b a c k . "

"But  Davy, I s e n t  y o u r  own c l o t h e s  up t h i s  m o r n i n g  t o  s ave  
you t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  c a r r y i n g  t h e m . "

"Darn i t ! "  I e x c l a i m e d .  "What am I t o  do?"

At t h i s  Aunt  b r o k e  i n t o  p e a l s  o f  l a u g h t e r  and a n s w e r e d , .  "There  
i s  n o t h i n g  t o  do b u t  w ea r  my own c l o t h e s  on home a g a i n . "  I was 
r e a l l y  a n g r y  by t h a t  t i m e :  b u t  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  i t  wo uld  do no  good
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to  show i t  I  t r i e d  to  be a s  n o n c h a la n t  a s  p o s s ib le ,  and changed 
th e s u b je c t .

I  s a t  down and we c h a t te d  f o r  q u it e  a lo n g  t im e , u n t i l  she 
lo o k e d  a t  the c lo c k  and re m a rk in g  t h a t  i t  was a lm o st f o u r  asked me 
i f  I  w ould l i k e  a cup o f t e a .  I  a g re e d , and she s a id ,  " F in e  D avy, 
1*11 have M arth a g e t i t  re a d y  w h ile  we f re s h e n  u p . ”

Aunt went to  the head o f  the s t a i r s ,  and c a l l i n g  down to  
M artha aske d  h e r to  s e rv e  u s  te a  in  the l i v i n g  room. Then she 
c a l le d  me in t o  h e r room. I  fo llo w e d  to  f in d  h e r g o in g  th ro u g h  one 
o f  h e r c a p a c io u s  c l o s e t s .

MWhat a re  you d o in g ? "  I  a s k e d .

" I 'm  lo o k in g  f o r  a becom ing f r o c k  f o r  you D avy. The c lo t h e s  
you have on a r e n 't  s u it a b le  f o r  t h i s  tim e o f d a y ."  I  im m e d ia te ly  
became e m b a rra sse d  and s t a r t i n g  to  p r o t e s t  was s i le n c e d  by h e r 
r e p l y ,  "Now Davy s in c e  y o u 'r e  d re s s e d  as a woman you may as w e ll  
d r e s s  a p p r o p r ia t e ly .  Those c lo t h e s  you have on a re  n o t r i g h t  f o r  
a t e a - - s o  g e t them o f f  a t  o n c e ."  I  r e a l iz e d  t h a t  she was g o in g  to  
have one o f  h e r  f ir m  s p e l l s  a g a in  so I  to o k o f f  my b lo u s e  and 
s k i r t ,  and a moment l a t e r ,  a t  h e r  b id d in g ,  my p e t t ic o a t  and sh o e s; 
and sto o d  in  f r o n t  o f  h e r in  my, o r r a t h e r  h e r ,  u n d e r t h in g s — f i r e y  
re d  w ith  e m b arrassm e n t. Aunt s e e in g  t h i s  a s k e d , "Why a re  you em­
b a r r a s s e d  Davy? I  saw you t h a t  way y e s t e r d a y ,  and you d o n 't  lo o k  
any d i f f e r e n t  n o w ." .

'T c a n 't  h e lp  i t  A u n t. I  s h o u ld n 't  be w e a rin g  th e se  c lo t h e s . "

"D avy , you men a re  f o o l s .  Why s h o u ld n 't  you w ear d re s s e s  i f  
you w is h ,  you know t h e y 'r e  much n i c e r  than m en 's c lo t h e s .  Now pu t
t h i s  o n ,"  she s a id  h a n d in g  me a d a rk  b lu e  p e t t ic o a t — perfectly
p l a i n  a s  compared w it h  th e f r i l l y  w h ite  one I  had worn under the 
S h ee r b lo u s e .  I  p u t i t  on— th en s lip p e d  in t o  the dress she h e ld  
re a d y  f o r  me. T h is  d r e s s ,  made o f s o f t  m e d iu m - b lu e - s i lk , was p e r­
f e c t l y  p l a i n ,  w it h  a f u l l  s k i r t  and f u l l  t h r e e - q u a r t e r  le n g t h  
B le e v e s .  The n e c k l in e ,  c u t in  a deep V , was w ith o u t a c o l l a r ,  but
had a ro un d  i t  a r u c h in g  o f f in e  w h ite  la c e — a s d id  th e bottom  o f
th e  s le e v e s .  Aunt th en  handed me a p a ir  o f b la c k  s h o e s , h ig h  b u t­
to n e d , o f c o u r s e ,  b u t d a i n t i e r  and h ig h e r  h e e le d  th an  th o se  I  had 
worn b e f o r e .  W h ile  I  was b u t t o n in g  the sh o es she re a rra n g e d  my 
h a i r ,  p u t some powder on my f a c e ;  and a f t e r  rummaging th ro u g h  h e r 
jjew el b o x , p u t a p e a r l  n e c k la c e  aro und my n e ck and two b r a c e le t s  
on my l e f t  w r i s t .
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"Now Davy, l o o k  a t  y o u r s e l f . ” G e t t i n g  t o  my f e e t  I w a lk e d  t o  
t h e  m i r r o r .  I had b een  s u r p r i s e d  t h e  day b e f o r e ;  b u t  t o d a y  I w a s ,  
i f  p o s s i b l e ,  even  more am azed .  The b l u e  s h ad e  o f  my gown was v e r y  
b eco m in g ,  and s u r p r i s i n g l y  i t s  p l a i n n e s s  o f  c u t  d i d  n o t  d e t r a c t  f r o m  
my f e m i n i n i t y — i f  a n y t h i n g ,  i t s  e x c e l l e n t  l i n e s  and f i n e  m a t e r i a l  
made a  more f e m i n i n e  a p p e a r a n c e  t h a n  had t h e  l a c e y  b l o u s e  and t a i l ­
o re d  s k i r t .  Aun t  was d e l i g h t e d ,  and r a t h e r  e m b a r r a s s e d  me when 
she s a i d ,  ”Davy y o u ' r e  p o s i t i v e l y  a d o r a b l e . ”

" A d o r a b l e  n o t h i n g ! " I s n o r t e d ,  " I  l o o k  and f e e l  l i k e  a  f o o l . ”

"Wel l  I l i k e  you much b e t t e r  t h i s  way,  and I t h i n k  you w i l l  
t o o  i n  t i m e — b u t  l e t ' s  n o t  a r g u e  Davy, t e a  s h o u l d  be r e a d y . "

When M a r t h a  saw me i n  t h i s  new a t t i r e  she  r e a c t e d  j u s t  l i k e  
Aunt  h a d — c o m p l i m e n t i n g  me on my a p p e a r a n c e ,  and  t h e  b ec o m in g  
s hade  o f  my gown.  As b e f o r e  she  c a l l e d  me, "Miss  D avy" ,  and n o t h ­
i n g  would  make h e r  s t o p .  Tea  f i n i s h e d ,  I p r e p a r e d  t o  go home.  I 
was e x t r e m e l y  n e r v o u s  a b o u t  m ak ing t h e  who le  t r i p  a l o n e ;  b u t  p r i d e  
p r e v e n t e d  me f rom a s k i n g  Aunt  i f  I m i g h t  s t a y  u n t i l  a f t e r  d a r k .
Aunt  g o t  me a  l o n g  l i g h t - b l u e  c o a t ,  a  b l u e  f e a t h e r - t r i m m e d  h a t ,  
w h ich  f o r t u n a t e l y  had a  v e i l ,  a  h a n d b a g  and w h i t e  g l o v e s .  B e f o r e  
I knew i t ,  I had a l l  o f  t h i s  on— t h e  v e i l  o v e r  my e y e s — and Aunt  
was e s c o r t i n g  me t o  t h e  d o o r .  P a u s i n g  t h e r e  she  s a i d ,  "Now Davy 
s t o p  y o u r  f o o l i s h n e s s .  No one w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  y o u — so r u n  a l o n g  
b e f o r e  y o u ' r e  l a t e  and h av e  a  good t i m e . "

"A good t im e !  Huh!"  I r e p l i e d ,  a s  she  p u s h ed  me o u t  t h e  d o o r .

I was so t e n s e  and n e r v o u s  t h a t  I a l m o s t  s t a r t e d  t o  r u n ;  b u t  
a f o r t u n a t e  s t u m b l e  b r o u g h t  my w i t s  b a c k ,  and  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  my 
a c t i o n s  we re  a n y t h i n g  b u t  l a d y l i k e ,  and bound t o  a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n ,
I s low ed  my p a c e .  Twice  I c r o s s e d  t h e  s t r e e t  t o  a v o i d  m e e t i n g  
o t h e r  p e r s o n s - - t h e n , j u s t  a s  I was t u r n i n g  o u r  c o r n e r  c o n g r a t u l a t ­
i n g  m y s e l f  on my good l u c k ,  I a l m o s t  r a n  i n t o  o u r  n e x t  d o o r  n e i g h ­
b o r ,  a  d i g n i f i e d  o ld  g e n t l e m a n  whom I knew q u i t e  w e l l .  I n s t i n c t ­
i v e l y  I g a s p e d ,  and f o r t u n a t e l y  s t o o d  s t i l l .  He r a i s e d  h i s  h a t  
and a p o l o g i z e d  a s  i f  I were  t h e  g r a n d e s t  l a d y  in  t h e  w o r l d .  I 
c o u l d n ' t  s p e a k ,  so I j u s t  n o d d ed  and s m i l e d ,  and t r e m b l i n g  so I 
c o u l d  h a r d l y  w a l k — b u t  e l a t e d  o v e r  p a s s i n g  t h i s  u n e x p e c t e d  t e s t  
so w e l l — I went  on t o  ou r  home.

L e a v i n g  my h a t  and c o a t  i n  t h e  h a l l ,  I w a lk e d  i n t o  t h e  l i v i n g  
room.  M o th e r  g l a n c e d  u p ,  and s e e i n g  me, e x c l a i m e d ,  "Why Davy y o u ­
' r e  d r e s s e d  up a g a i n !  How n i c e  you do l o o k !  D a r l i n g  I ' m  so g l a d
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y o u ' r e  s t i l l  d r e s s e d  a s  a  g i r l ;  b u t  I ' m  c e r t a i n l y  s u r p r i s e d ,  f rom 
t h e  way you  t a l k e d  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  I t h o u g h t  y o u ' d  n e v e r  wear  a  d r e s s  
a g a i n . "

" I  n e v e r  w i l l , "  I r e p l i e d ,  "But  when I g o t  t o  A u n t ' s  I f o u n d  
t h a t  she  had s e n t  my c l o t h e s  bac k  h e r e — so t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  e l s e  
t o  d o .  T h i s  d r e s s  i s  A u n t ' s  i d e a  f o r  she  s a i d  t h e  o t h e r  w a s n ' t  
r i g h t  f o r  a f t e r n o o n . "

" S h e ' s  r i g h t ,  and I must  s ay  she  h a s  v e r y  good t a s t e — t h a t  
d r e s s  i s  m os t  bec o m in g  t o  y o u . "

"Wel l  i t  w o n ' t  be f o r  l o n g ,  I ' m  g o i n g  r i g h t  up and c h a n g e . "

M o t h e r  c r i e d ,  "Oh w a i t  now Davy,  t h e r e  i s n ' t  enough t im e  b e ­
f o r e  d i n n e r  and you d o n ' t  want  t o  k e e p  u s  w a i t i n g . "

Ho wever ,  d e s p i t e  h e r  p l e a ,  I was a b o u t  t o  go a h e a d  when Sue 
s t e p p e d  i n t o  t h e  room and a n n o u n c e d  d i n n e r .  S e e i n g  me, she  e x ­
c l a i m e d ,  "Oh b u t  you l o o k  n i c e  Davy! I ' m  so g l a d  y o u ' v e  d e c i d e d  
t o  w e a r  d r e s s e s .  I t h o u g h t  t h i s  m o r n i n g  t h a t  I l i k e d  you b e t t e r  
t h a t  way,  and now t h a t  I s e e  you i n  t h a t  p r e t t y  b l u e  d r e s s  I ' m  
s u r e r  t h a n  e v e r  o f  i t . "  I a l m o s t  b o i l e d  o v e r  a t  t h a t ,  b u t  c a u g h t  
m y s e l f  i n  t i m e  and w en t  i n t o  d i n n e r  w i t h  M o t h e r .

M o t h e r — an e x t r e m e l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  and i n t e r e s t i n g  p e r s o n — 
t a l k e d  v e r y  w e l l ,  so b e f o r e  we had f i n i s h e d  o u r  soup she  had d i v e r t ­
ed my mind f r om  my c l o t h e s .  When d i n n e r  was o v e r  she l e d  me i n t o  
t h e  l i v i n g  room ,  and  " t h e r e  a g a i n  k e p t  me so i n t e r e s t e d  and amused 
t h a t  I d i d n ' t  want  t o  l e a v e  t o  re sume my n o r m a l  a t t i r e .  So t h e  
e v e n i n g  p a s s e d  and a t  bed t i m e  when I was u n d r e s s i n g  t h e  t h o u g h t  
o c c u r e d  t o  me t h a t  I had bee n  d r e s s e d  a s  a  woman a l l  day and had 
n o t  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n c o m f o r t a b l e — even  t h e  c o r s e t  had been b e a r ­
a b l e  so  l o n g  a s  I r e m a i n e d  e r e c t .  "Wel l  I know now t h a t  I ' l l  n e v e r  
a g a i n  f e e l  so s o r r y  f o r  women, an d  t h e  k i n d  o f  c l o t h e s  t h e y  w e a r , "
I t h o u g h t  a s  I g o t  i n t o  b e d .

When M o th e r  woke me i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  she s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I p u t  
on A u n t ' s  c l o t h e s  a g a i n ;  b u t  I a b s o l u t e l y  r e f u s e d ,  and she d i d n ' t  
p r e s s  t h e  p o i n t .  Whi le  d r e s s i n g  I was u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e  s u i t  
t h a t  Aunt  had s a i d  she  s e n t  o v e r ,  and when I l a t e r  a s k e d  Sue a b o u t  
i t  she  s a i d  t h a t  i t  had n e v e r  a r r i v e d .  Then I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  Aunt  
h a d n ' t  s e n t  i t  a t  a l l ,  b u t  had m e r e l y  t o l d  me she  had i n  o r d e r  t o  
k e e p  me in  h e r  c l o t h e s — I was t h e  v i c t i m  o f  a  p l o t ,  and I vowed I ' d  
g e t  ev e n  w i t h  h e r .
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L a t e r  o n ,  I b u n d l e d  up a l l  o f  A u n t ' s  t h i n g s  and t o o k  them 
b a c k .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  she w a s n ' t  i n  so I c o u l d n ' t  g i v e  h e r  a  p i e c e  
o f  my mind r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d i r t y  t r i c k  she had p l a y e d  on me. When 
M a r t h a  l e t  me i n  she  d i d  g i v e  i t  t o  me— t e l l i n g  me t h a t  I s h o u l d  be 
w e a r i n g  A u n t ' s  c l o t h e s  i n s t e a d  o f  my own— and n o t h i n g  t h a t  I s a i d  
s o f t e n e d  h e r  o p i n i o n  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t .  So I l e f t  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  
p o s s i b l e  w i t h  h e r  a r g u m e n t s  f o r  my w e a r i n g  s k i r t s  r i n g i n g  i n  my 
e a r s .

D u r i n g  t h e  e n s u i n g  week I saw Aunt  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  and on e a c h  
o c c a s i o n  she u r g e d  me t o  d r e s s  i n  h e r  c l o t h i n g  a g a i n — f o r  e v e r y  
r e a s o n  I g av e  h e r  f o r  n o t  w i s h i n g  t o  do s o ,  she  g av e  me t e n  i n  r e ­
t u r n ,  and she  was n o t  a l o n e  i n  t h i s  f o r  M o t h e r  and t h e  two m a id s  
a b e t t e d  h e r .

I was f i n a l l y  r e d u c e d  t o  s a y i n g ,  "No!"  and l e t t i n g  i t  go a t
t h a t .

Even t h e n ,  I was p l a g u e d  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s ,  s u ch  a s ,  "But  why n o t  
Davy? You c a n ' t  s a y ,  ' N o ! ' ,  w i t h o u t  some r e a s o n . "

T h i s  h e c k l i n g  t r i e d  my p a t i e n c e  more and m o re ,  u n t i l  one a f t e r -  
noon when we were a t  A u n t ' s ,  and i t  h ad  bee n  g o i n g  on s t e a d i l y  f o r  
an h o u r ,  I b l u r t e d  o u t ,  "A un t ;  I w i l l  d r e s s  up once  more i f  you 
w i l l  l e t  me a l o n e .  I ' m  g e t t i n g  s i c k  and t i r e d  o f  y o u r  t e a s i n g . "

Aunt  t h o u g h t  f o r  a  m i n u t e ,  t h e n  s a i d ,  " I ' l l  make a  b a r g a i n  
w i t h  you Davy. You d r e s s  a s  I w i s h  f o r  a  m o n th ,  and I ' l l  p r o m i s e  
t o  s t o p . "  Of c o u r s e  I h o o t e d  a t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  b u t  o u r  b a r g a i n i n g  
c o n t i n u e d — f i n a l l y  e n d i n g  by my a g r e e i n g  t o  do a s  she  w i s h e d  f o r  
one week ,  s t a r t i n g  t h e  n e x t  a f t e r n o o n .  The n e x t  d a y ,  M a r t h a  was 
l e a v i n g  f o r  a  v a c a t i o n  and Aunt  was coming t o  s t a y  w i t h  u s  d u r i n g  
h e r  a b s e n c e .  A week was a  l o n g  t i m e ,  b u t  I knew Aunt  would  k eep  
h e r  word and i t  was w o r t h  i t  t o  be f r e e  o f  t h e  h e c k l i n g .

C o n t in u e d  i n  i s s u e  #14

**** ATTENTION OF NEW READERS ****
We have  two a u x i l l i a r y  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w h ich  you s h o u l d  know a b o u t .
(1)  THE TV CLIPSHEET: An 8 - p a g e  l e a f l e t  r e p r o d u c i n g  c l i p p i n g s ,
p i c t u r e s  and a r t i c l e s  s e n t  t o  us  f rom a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  S u p p l e ­
m en ts  y o u r  s c r a p b o o k .  I s s u e d  b i m o n t h l y  a l t e r n a t e l y  w i t h  T V ia .
(2 )  THE FEMMEMIRROR: A g o s s i p y  n e w s l e t t e r  m o s t l y  made up o f  ex ­
t r a c t s  f rom l e t t e r s  r e c e i v e d ,  12 p a g e s  mimeo.  Each o f  t h e s e  S l / e a  
$ 5 / 6  i s s u e s .  CHEVALIER PUBLICATIONS Box 56091 Los A n g e l e s  3 6 , C a l i f .
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LOOKS LIKE THOSE GIRLS ARE DO/H& THE TWIST“ 
WELL YOU M IGHT CALL I T  THATt ACTUALLY THE 
TW IST IS  TH AT TH E m E  BOYS.
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OPERATION CUPID

by BARBARA ELIN

In  TVia #12 i t  was i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  we had s o m e t h i n g  t o  p r o ­
pose  t o  yo u  on t h e  m a t t e r  o f  f i n d i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  women. We 
t h i n k  we h a v e ,  and h e r e  i s  t h e  w ho le  p r o p o s i t i o n  and how i t  w o r k s .

We r e c e i v e  a l l  k i n d s  o f  l e t t e r s  f rom r e a d e r s .  Many o f  them 
a r e  h e a r t w a r m i n g  o n e s  t e l l i n g  o f  t h e  good  o u r  e f f o r t s  h a v e  accom­
p l i s h e d  i n  h e l p i n g  s a v e  m a r r i a g e s  o r  b r i n g i n g  f a m i l i e s  c l o s e r  t o ­
g e t h e r ,  o f  b r i n g i n g  p e o p l e  o u t  o f  i s o l a t i o n  and  l o n e l i n e s s  a f t e r  
y e a r s ,  and  o f  p r o v i d i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and w a rm th .

B u t  we a l s o  g e t  t h e  c o n s t a n t  c r y  o f  l o n e l i n e s s  f r o m  t h o s e  
u n m a r r i e d  FPs  who would  l i k e  t o  f i n d  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  woman f o r  
a  m a t e .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  t h i s  t y p e  o f  woman u n d e r  o r d i n ­
a r y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Most  o f  u s  a r e  t o o  s e c r e t i v e  t o  j u s t  a d m i t  o u r  
d e s i r e s  t o  t h e  g i r l s  t h a t  we ‘d a t e .  W r i t i n g  t o  s t r a n g e r s  who h ave  
no kn o w led g e  a t  a l l  o f  t h e  p a t t e r n  by way o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c l u b s  
e t c .  p r e s e n t s  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  r e v e a l i n g  i d e n t i t y  t o  a s t r a n g e r .
T h e r e  a r e  women who a r e  n o t  o n l y  a b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and  a c c e p t  
t h e  i d e a  o f  FP b u t  who even  a p p r e c i a t e  i t  and  wan t  i t  i n  a  man.
We know s e v e r a l  o f  s u c h .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n a i r e  pub­
l i s h e d  in  #9 showed t h a t  1 / 3  o f  t h e  w i v e s  were  a c c e p t i n g ,  and  a n ­
o t h e r  1 / 3  we re  t o l e r a n t ,  so t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t  a s  h o p e l e s s  a s  
i t  may s o m e t im e s  a p p e a r .  E v e r y  woman d o e s  n o t  wan t  o r  l i k e  t h e  
a g g r e s s i v e ,  w o l f  w h i s t l e  t y p e  o f  m a l e .  T hese  women a r e  i n  a  p o s ­
i t i o n  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  g e n t l e n e s s  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  an  FP 
c o u l d  g i v e  t h em .  Such t y p e s  o f  women would  a l s o  wan t  t o  have some 
kno w led g e  o f  a  man by m a i l  b e f o r e  b e i n g  w i l l i n g  t o  m ee t  him in  p e r ­
son .

With  an eye  t o w a r d  f i n d i n g  t h e s e  women, we have  p l a n n e d  an 
ad t o  be p l a c e d  i n  s e v e r a l  n e w s p a p e r s  and l o n e l y  h e a r t  m a g a z i n e s .  
We a l s o  ha ve  worked  o u t  a  fo rm  l e t t e r  t o  be s e n t  t o  t h e  women who 
r e p l y .  T h i s  l e t t e r  can a l s o  be s e n t  t o  t h e  women who t h e m e s e l v e s  
a d v e r t i z e  i n  l o n e l y  h e a r t  p a p e r s ,  and  t o  j u s t  l i k e l y  s i n g l e  women 
t h a t  we h e a r  a b o u t  - o u r s e l v e s  o r  f r om  y o u .  We c a n ,  m o r e o v e r ,  buy 
l i s t s  o f  names i n  o c c u p a t i o n s  l i k e  s e c r e t a r i e s  e t c .  A l l  l i k e l y
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a v e n u e s  o f  c o n t a c t  w i l l  be e x p l o r e d .  E xam ples  o f  t h e  t y p e  o f  ad 
and l e t t e r  w h ich  m i g h t  be u s e d  a r e  p r i n t e d  a t  t h e  end o f  t h i s  
a r t i c l e .  Here  i s  how i t  w i l l  w ork .

We p r o p o s e  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  a g e ,  o c c u p a t i o n  and 
o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h o s e  who w i s h  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
a  s p e c i a l  l i t t l e  f o l d e r .  Names and a d d r e s s e s  w i l l  n o t  be u s e d ;  
o n l y  code n u m b e r s .  We w i l l  send t h i s  f o l d e r  t o  women who r e s ­
pond t o  o u r  f i r s t  l e t t e r — t h a t  i s  women who have  e x p r e s s e d  an i n ­
t e r e s t  in  t h e  k i n d  o f  men we d e s c r i b e .  They can t h e n  p i c k  o u t  
t h e  men t h e y  want  t o  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  and sen d  them t o  us  t h r o u g h  
" C o n t a c t " .  We w i l l  f o r w a r d  them on t o  t h e  p e r s o n  s e l e c t e d  w i t h ­
o u t  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  names o f  e i t h e r  o f  you t o  t h e  o t h e r .  The p r o p e r  
t i m e  t o  do t h i s  can be c h o s e n  by t h e  p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  b u t  w i l l  
n o t  be done in  any c a s e  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  two l e t t e r s  have p a s s e d  
e a c h  way b e tw e e n  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s .  We d e s i r e  t o  p r o t e c t  n o t  o n l y  
t h e  FP,  b u t  t h e  g i r l  and t h e  m ag az in e  i t s e l f .  We do n o t  want  an y ­
one c o m p l a i n i n g  t o  t h e  P . 0 ,  a b o u t  any c o r r e s p o n d e n t  whose a c q u a i n t ­
a n c e  was made t h r o u g h  o u r  e f f o r t s .

A d m i t t e d l y  t h i s  i s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  be an e a s y  t a s k .  I t  may n o t  
work a t  a l l ,  and i t  w i l l  be e x p e n s i v e  t o  t r y  i t .  H o w e v e r , " n o t h ­
i n g  v e n t u r e d  n o t h i n g  g a i n e d " ,  and t h e  n e e d  i s  g r e a t  so we p r o p o s e  
t o  g i v e  t h e  i d e a  a  good t r y .  We w i l l  s e t  up an a d v e r t i s i n g  bud­
g e t  t o  a t t r a c t  s uch  women. We w i l l  j o i n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  
c l u b s  and send t h e  fo rm  l e t t e r  t o  a l l  women who a d v e r t i s e  i n  
t h e i r  p a p e r s .  And we w i l l  buy l i s t s  o f  women who a r e  s i n g l e  b u t  
who have  n o t  a d v e r t i s e d .  A l l  t h i s  c o s t s  money.  Here  i s  a p r o ­
p o s e d  b u d g e t  f o r  a  good t e s t  o f  5000 nam es .

A d v e r t i s i n g  $100
J o i n i n g  C lu b s  50
P r i n t i n g  5000 form l e t t e r s  a t  $ 1 5 /  M 75

" " " a r t i c l e s  a t  2 0 / , M 100
" " " e n v e l o p e s  a t  15/M 75
" 1000 f o l l o w  up l e t t e r s  a t  20/M 20
" 1000 d e s c r i p t i v e  f o l d e r s  20
" 1000 f o l l o w  up e n v e l o p e s  15

P o s t a g e  on 6000 l e t t e r s  240
T y p i n g  5000 e n v e l o p e s  a t  S15/M 75
C os t  o f  f o r w a r d i n g  l e t t e r s  e t c .  100

T h i s  i s  a l o t  o f  money! $870
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Of c o u r s e ,  TRANSVESTIA c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t o  do t h i s  by i t s e l f .  We a r e  
n o t  o u t  t o  make m o n e y ' w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w i l l i n g  
t o  t a k e  on t h i s  mammoth t a s k  b e c a u s e  we r e a l i z e  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  
t h e  n e e d  and b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a b o u t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s e r v i c e  t h a t  
TRANSVESTIA c o u l d  r e n d e r  i t s  r e a d e r s .

I f  we can  s i g n  up a minimum of  35 s i n g l e  men who can a f f o r d  
$25 ea c h  f o r  t h i s  gam ble  we w i l l  p r o c e e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  5000 t r i a l  
r u n .  T h i s  c o s t  i s  n o t  i n c o n s i d e r a b l e  b u t  t h e  s t a k e s  a r e  p r e t t y  
g r e a t  t o o ,  a r e n ’ t  t h e y ?  F or  y o u r  i n v e s t m e n t  you w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  
c o o p e r a t i v e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  a b o v e ,  p l u s  y o u r  d e s c r i p t i o n  
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  f o l d e r  s e n t  t o  a l l  wometi r e p l y i n g ,  and t h e  f o r w a r d ­
i n g  o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  l e t t e r s  b a c k  and f o r t h .  A f t e r  3 o r  4 l e t t e r s  
have been  e x c h a n g e d  e a c h  s h o u l d  be w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  name and  a d d r e s s  
o r  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s h o u l d  be d r o p p e d  a s  f r u i t l e s s .  We c a n ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  make no g u a r a n t e e s  a b o u t  t h e  t o t a l  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  
n o r  can we be s u r e  t h a t  a  woman w i l l  p i c k  any g i v e n  member t o  r e ­
p l y  t o .  Bu t  we do f e e l  t h a t  i t  w i l l  w o rk .

I f  t h e  i d e a  w ork s  a s  w e l l  a s  we e x p e c t  many o f  you  w i l l  f i n d
w i v e s  and s w e e t h e a r t s .  B u t  i f  you d o n ' t ............... i f  a l l  you f i n d  i s  a
woman whom you can t a l k  t o  and be a c c e p t e d  b y . . . . t h e n  t h e  t h e r a -  
p e a u t i c  v a l u e  a l o n e ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  s h o u l d  be 
w o r t h  more t o  yo u  t h a n  t h e  $25 f e e . .  T h i s  i s  g o i n g  t o  c o s t  you a
new d r e s s ...........i t  c o u l d  mean n o t h i n g  and i t  c o u l d  g i v e  you much
p e a c e  and h a p p i n e s s .

I f  you a r e  s i n g l e . . . .  t h i n k  t h i s  i s  a good i d e a . . . . a n d  a r e  
w i l l i n g  t o  gamHe w i t h  y o u r  " s i s t e r s "  t o w a r d  t h e  w o r k i n g  o u t  o f  t h i s  
p l a n ,  t h e n  we a t  CHEVALIER PUBLICATIONS a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  gamble  t h e  
t i m e  and t r o u b l e  to  do i t .  Send y o u r  $25 i n  a t  o n c e .  We w i l l  keep  
you i n f o r m e d  a s  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  i d e a .  I f  we d o n ' t  f i n d  35 
s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  t h e  i d e a  we w i l l  d ro p  i t  and r e f u n d  t h e  money.  So 
f rom h e r e  on i t s  up t o  y o u .

ONE IMPORTANT FINAL NOTE: We a t  C h e v a l i e r  o p e r a t e  on t h e
p r i n c i p l e  o f  " t o  each  h i s  own" and t o l e r a n c e  t o w a r d  o t h e r s  whose 
i n t e r e s t s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  o u r  own. H owever ,  i n  v i ew  o f  t h e  
a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  and s o c i e t y  a b o u t  v a r i o u s  b e h a v i o r  
p a t t e r n s  we w i s h  t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  d e s i g n e d  e x c l u -  
s i v e l y  f o r  F . P l s . . . . t h a t  i s  p e r s o n s  who a r e  h e t e r o s e x u a l  b u t  have 
a f e m i n i n e  s i d e  t o  t h e i r  l i f e .  We do n o t  s o l i c i t  and w i l l  n o t  p e r ­
m i t  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  b o n d a g e ,  d o m i n a t i o n ,  o r  b i s e x u a l i t y  i n t o  t h i s .
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The following is a first draft of the type of letter that 
would be sent to the single women responding to our solicitation.
It is printed here to give you an idea of the approach to be used.

Dear Miss.....
This is undoubtedly the most unusual letter you have ever re­

ceived. If you, by chance, are a particular type of woman it can 
lead you into a happy marriage. >If hot marriage then you can en­
ter into correspondence with some very interesting and unusual men. 
If you answer this letter we will make the contacts for you and it 
will not cost you a single penny either now or later. All we ask 
is an open mind, and an appreciation of the good and the beautiful 
in people as well as in things.

We publish a small magazine devoted to men with a particular 
interest or hobby. As our magazine sells for $4 a copy, anyone 
who has been a long time subscriber must be one of this particular 
type. All of our subscribers appreciate the finer things in life. 
They are gentle, kind, love beauty, and above all appreciate women 
almost to the point of worshiping them. Many of our subscribers 
are happily married and proud fathers. A good many others, however, 
are lonesome, seek wives and this is the reason for this letter.

In a day when coarseness, disregard for women, lack of chiv­
alry, infidelity,even brutality are common among men it is impor­
tant to know that there are still men of which the exact opposite 
i 8 tlrue. They are gentle, courteous, true and have such a regard 
for the fair sex that they emulate them.

What are these men? Well, one wife puts it this way. "Being 
married to one of your subscribers is like being married to two 
people. John is all I ever dreamed of in a man. He is handsome, 
strong, a good father and an excellent provider. And yet in pri­
vate he is gentle, feminine and so sweet. At such times he is 
like a wonderful woman friend who shares my interests in the home, 
fashions, beauty.H

Who are these men? They are clerks and scientists, para­
troopers and merchants, steel workers and doctors, lawyers and 
architects. They are of all kinds and they are everywhere. You 
may know one without really "knowing" him. Each of them carries 
a secret that they are reluctant to reveal since so few people are
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Willing to look at and understand things which are new to them or 
in conflict with their own ignorance and narrow prejudices.

The secret of these men is that they are transvestites. They 
have such feelings for women that they emulate them. They have 
many of your attitudes toward life. Upon occasion they enjoy ex­
pressing these attitudes by wearing lovely feminine clothing.
Please do not jump to conclusions and misunderstand. The men we 
are talking about are NOT homosexual. The exact opposite is true. 
One prominant psychiatrist has described them as being "normal,plus" 
They love women so much that they like to imitate them in private.

The enclosed article by our Editor, Charles Prince...himself 
a happily married man, a father, a Ph.D. and a transvestite, will 
tell you more about this subject. If, after reading this article 
you think that you could accept and appreciate and understand a 
man who can offer you much in the way of understanding, we will 
arrange for you to contact one or several by mail. In the first 
few letters.••.until you learn more about them....your name will 
not be given to them nor their names to you. We will protect the 
anonymity of both. The revelation of names between correspondents 
will be entirely up to them. In the meantime all letters will be 
forwarded between correspondents by means of our forwarding service 
called "CONTACT"•

Don't make a hasty decision....but if you think that you have 
an open mind and would like to know more about men of this type 
ju81 send us your name and address. By return mail you will re­
ceive a list of some of our subscribers. It will give you their 
description, age, education, occupation, etc. l A ere will be no 
follow up letters, no promotions. We are not trying to make money 
on people or push folks together, just trying to bring compatible 
people into acquaintance with each other. One last word! Many 
women achieve happy marriages, but few people have the opportunity 
of making another person as happy as you now have and of enjoying 
the rewards of such happiness themselves. There is no more appre­
ciative, adoring husband than a transvestite whose wife understands 
and loves him. Such a husband can be yours.
jhe AD: "There is a'particular group of men who have even more to
offer a wife than usually expected. Would you be interested in 
learning more about men who would make you prouder of being a woman 
than ever before? Write for free folder describing these men and 
telling you how to contact them. No charge to you at any time."
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"PHI PI EPSILON”
Our National Sorority

Many times readers have written in suggesting the formation 
of a sorority. In earlier issues I have turned down the suggestion 
because at that state of development nothing much could be gained. 
Certainly there would be no point in someones walking down the 
street wearing a pin signifying that he was a TV and yet having no 
valid explanation of its meaning to give questioners. Moreover, 
there was, at that time, nothing of a socially useful nature that 
could be accomplished by such an organization. We could not be any 
closer than we all were through reading the magazine together and 
writing to each other so there was nothing to be gained except a 
feeling of organizational togetherness and this was not sufficient 
to warrent the effort nor to sustain it once it was formed.

However, there have been long range plans afoot whose goals 
have not all been revealed. Every building has to have a founda­
tion and on top of that one floor after another can be built. But 
the top, the penthouse, cannot be constructed till all floors be­
neath are finished. So it is in this case. Perhaps, therefore, 
we had best look over the whole structure piece by piece, that is, 
level by level, and consider what the problems have been.

In the beginning there were thousands of individual TVs around 
the country and the world, and there still are. Most of these 
knew no others, while some knew two or three. Then came the first 
effort to uncover and gather them together. This was TRANSVESTIA. 
The purposes of the magazine have been stated in every issue

ENTERTAINMENT-- EDUCATION---EXPRESSION
These were and are the goals to be achieved and from the comments 
received we appear to have been successful. Then there was the 
next stage of the personal physical acquaintance of TVs with each 
other. Susanna in New York had begun something on this level about 
the time this magaaine got started but at the opposite side of the 
country. Later Hose and Heels was orgainized in Los Angeles. Over 
the country TVs began to see each other personally in 2s and 3s as 
they got acquainted. This brought them out of their shells, helped 
them lose some of their guilt feelings and make a start toward self-
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These groups of TVs were are are now getting ready for the 
next level of development, that of a national organization. But 
this could never he accomplished as long as we remained a bunch of 
questionable odd-balls who just liked to dress up and parade around , 
in skirts. It could only be done if the organization was so arrang­
ed that it could justify its existance to outside, non-TV people 
whether they be police, postal inspectors, parents, wives or what­
ever. So, hiow to do it? What had to take place? Thinking mostly!

So Virginia began to give lectures to Service Clubs. This 
would appear to be unrelated to the problem, but it wasn't because 
to give lectures a good deal of thinking had to be done about what 
to say, how to say it, what answers to give to questions asked, and 
what position to take about the whole thing. More particularly it 
provided an opportunity to evaluate public reaction to the concep­
tion of TV. : To get 'material some statistics had to be at hand to 
point to, so the questionaire was a prerequisite to the lectures.
As most of you know it was sent out and the results tabulated and 
reported in TVia #9. A coherent picture of TVism from the ground 
up was beginning to take shape. Part of this overall picture was 
set forth in my Virgin Views column in #7. The conceptions devel­
oped there became the basic structure of the lectures and the sur­
vey information filled it in and verified it. So the lectures were 
organized and given— about a dozen by now.

What did they accomplish? Several things: Obviously they
served to bring the subject to the attention of a lot of people who 
otherwise would never know about it. I hope that some of the en­
lightenment so spread will be of benefit to some of our sisters who 
might otherwise be harried and worried as we all have been by non- 
under standing parents, wives and friends. ihe next thing it did 
was to give me some stage presence as Virginia. I have always been
able to get on my feet as Charles and "let bm have it". ^ut this
Virginia bit was something else again and you can bet I had a real 
large crop of abdominal butterflies that first time. There was 
the big question of whether I could talk in Virginia's voice natur­
ally enough yet loudly enough to be heard and keep it up for an
hour. It turned out that I could and did and that once I was on my
feet everything flowed smoothly. A third product of the lecture 
series was the 4-page leaflet that was sent to all those who were 
subscribers at the time TVia #8 was issued. (Any who have joined 
us since who would like a copy of this to use with wives or families
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may have one for the asking, or if you can spread the word around 
with more copies send in $1 for 10 which will help cover the print­
ing cost.) The last and most important result of the lectures was 
that in being ready for questions from the floor it forced me to 
think things out. I had to find a way to seperate and distinguish 
TVism from homosexuality in the public mind.

Semantics, or the science of the meanings as applied to words 
has long been of interest to me. It had become evident years ago 
that something was wrong when one could pick up a newspaper story 
or a magazine article with the word Mtransvestite11 in the title and 
then find that the text was all about homosexuality; or to see in 
print such illogical and unscientific expressions as "a homosexual 
transvestite**. Evidently there was (1) an enormous amount of con-* 
fusion about things, (2) there wasn*t any real communication .going 
on, and (3) that the only way to continue the progress made and tq 
achieve the goals in mind was to wipe ths slate clean of these ver­
bal confusions and start again. That is, a name was needed for‘the 
kind of people that I had been publishing the magazine for. One 
which would identify them for waht they ARE and distinguish them 
from what they ARE NOT and thereby reestablish some communication 
on the subject. This I proposed the technical name of the phenom­
enon as FEMMIPHILIA (love of the feminine) and the individual be­
comes thereby a FEMINIPHILE. But these are too scientific and med­
ical sounding for. general use though they remain my choice for a 
properly descriptive medical designation.

In the search for some sort of name that could be comfortably 
abbreviated another factor began to be evident. If we were going 
to have a sorority, a pin and all that goes with it, we would find 
it necessary occasionally to explain to outsiders the significance 
of the wholevfching. Therefore, there had to be an easy explanation 
that would satisfy the inquisitive without putting the member on 
the spot. Thus the word chosen would have to have an inner mean­
ing to members of the sorority and yet have a broader and sensible 
and real meaning which could be given to others. This required a 
little doing, but I finally came up with the word FEMMEPERSONATOR 
as described in TVia #12 because it aptly describes the situation. 
The Feminiphile loves the feminine so much that he wishes to give 
life to the feminine portion lurking inside all men. He therefore, 
•'PERSONATES** her— makes her a person and gives life and personality 
to his feminine self. The intent of the word is different from
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"IMpersonatew which has the connotation only of imitation, fakery 
and deception. What I wanted was the noun from the verb "to per­
sonate” in the sense of creating a personality, of bringing to life 
the feminine person within. FEMMEPERSONATION states this clearly.

But the word does more than this in that it provides the in­
itials F.P. So, when we turn to an explanation for outsiders which 
will make sense to them we have it— "JTull Personality Expression” 
or,if you prefer, ’’Free personality Expression”. This is a slogan, 
an idea to try to sell to society. The human race would better off 
if it could utilize ALL of the talents, traits and energies of ALL 
of its citizens, but under present social rules it does not. Both 
males and females,having abilities whose expression is not generally 
permitted to members of a given sex,are forced to abandon and not 
utilize them. This is more true of men than of women in the pres­
ent era, as women are expanding into what has previously been man's 
realm and are expressing their capabilities very well. We have wo­
men doctors, lawyers, ambassadors, senators, scientists and busin­
ess executives. They are admired, respected and accepted. We do 
not as yet have equal respect for men who enter what have tradition­
ally been women's fields. We have yet to see a husband staying at 
home with the children and running the home while the wife goes to 
the office. Yet there are certainly many marital combinations in 
which this would be the more sensible and productive arrangement.

So this makes the matter of expressing one's total personal­
ity a matter of social value, not a wierd habit to be conducted be­
hind locked doors and in isolation. (Of course all of those who 
will read this have not progressed from being just a TV to an FP 
and will not see the social and psychological values involved). Of 
course, it is not yet the time to go out and beat our heads against 
social prejudice, but we can work behind the scenes and in small 
ways to gradually bring this philosophy to public attention. All 
new and non-conformist groups must not proceed so fast as to get 
ahead of social tolerance or they will be slapped down. Advocates 
of birth control, companionate marriage, euthanasia, nudism and 
eugeriics all have to make haste slowly. So do we. The first steps 
outlined above, bring us to the stage of the formation of an ac­
tual organization. There are further stages to move on to after 
this first stage has been accomplished.

I am well aware that there are those among our readers who say 
"the heck with all this philosophy, psychology and theoretical stuff.

69.



I just love to wear feminine things and I don’t care what makes me 
this way. All I want is just to get dressed up and have a ball.” 
Others say they don’t like the term "F.P." and want to continue to 
use TV. To both of these I say, "to each his own”, be my guest. 
There is nothing compulsive about these ideas. You certainly don't 
have to join the sorority. But I feel the majority of you can per­
ceive the logical continuity of the steps so far taken and will go 
along the rest of the way. I certainly have no desire to organize 
a group of guys whose only desire was to dress up and parade around 
as women. Society would never understand nor condone. I want a 
group that has a socially and psychologically reasonable basis for 
existance, a helpful, praptical program of development and a broad 
humanly valuable goal to strive for. I am sure that all of these 
exist within the framework which has been under construction. Re­
verting to my first analogy, the foundation has been laid and we 
are working on the intermediate floors. The penthouse is now in 
the planning stage and being blue printed by a few of us who have 
been able to devote some time and thought to it. The sorority be­
ing discussed here is not the penthouse, it is a way station, an 
intermediate stage which it is necessary to establish to provide a 
gathering point for our kind. In due course leaders will arize 
within this group who may be prepared to join in higher efforts 
which will include enlightened persons from outside the F.P. group.

F.P.E. is, in Greek letters, PHI PI EPSILON and this, therefore 
becomes the name of our sorority. The plaq, purpose, program, and 
pin design together with admission requirements etc. will be set 
forth in a seperate folder which will be ready within the next 2 
weeks and will be sent free to those requesting it.

"Charters”, so to speak, for the organization of chapters of 
the Sorority will be issued where circumstances indicate that there 
are sufficient individual members available and where the set-up 
is in good hands and correctly conceived. The Alpha, or first chap­
ter will be formed out of local members in Los Angeles, others will 
be beta, gamma, etc. as they are organized* I

I hope you will all understand that this is not an attempt on 
my part to set up a personal, private organization. I have no wish 
for that, but,as the focal point of the whole movement because of 
the magazine, I find myself in a special position. Of necessity 
movements such as this have to originate with one.or a few dedica­
ted persons and be offered by them to the rest. Moreover, a mom-
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ents thought will reveal, I am sure, the fact that while any 2 or 
more people who so desire can get together to do anything they wish, 
and call themselves anything they wish; they can also get into any 
kind of trouble the wish and much that didn’t bargain for. To pro­
tect myself, the magazine, the good name of the whole organization 
and the movement as a whole there must, in the beginning, be some 
kind of screening of persons and ascertaining that the group lead­
ers selected have the same understanding of motivations, purposes 
and goals as the home chapter. Otherwise we would hot be bound to­
gether by anything other than a mutual interest in clothing which 
is not a basis upon which to build any kind of an organization nor 
to build any kind of public understanding.and respect. On the con­
trary we hope to build an organization which will provide fun, open 
social expression and acceptance, personal and correspondence con­
tact and withal a high purpose of breaking down the limitations 
and restrictions both self and socially imposed which hary the 
life of an FP at present.

The selection of persons to organize local groups will be done 
not solely by me, but by a group selected on the basis of my ac­
quaintance with them either in person or by mail. They will nat­
urally be those who have developed sufficiently to perceive the 
greater implications in the expression of one’s complete personal­
ity, and who are theref-ore able and willing and in apposition to 
choose, guide and help others in their pursuit of the same thing.
In turn, when enough have developed far enough to be able to grasp 
the concept of the Penthouse of our structure we will proceed to 
build that too. This higher point of view will involve not or̂ ly 
FPs who evolve to that level, but also non-FP men and women who 
can and will subscribe to the principles involved. FP1 s have a 
chance to be the vanguard of a very significant social movement 
as they are able to conquer their guilts and fears, and learn to 
accept themselves and thereby remove a veil from their eyes which 
will permit them to see vistas that they did not dream about while 
locked in their rooms secretly wearing their dresses. TVia is for 
anyone who wants it, the sorority only for some. Subscription and 
membership, will not be the same. Persons in our group are in all 
Stages of developraentn— some are FPs already, others still TVs,and 
there is a difference. PHI PI EPSILON will not be exclusive, but 
it will be selective— choosing those who are ready for it and help­
ing the rest to grow up to it. There is a great idea here, is it 
for you? Write for the pamphlet and see! *****VIRGINIA*****
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*****EXCERPTS FROM THREE LOVELY LETTERS*****
Dear Virginia: You will never know what a wonderful feeling came
over me when I suddenly discovered TRANSVESTIA a few short weeks ago. 
After years of loneliness in my TV activities it really sent me into 
indescribable delight. I feel like a new person.

I have read and reread all of the back issues and feel that I 
already know many of the sorority sisters through the pages of our 
magazine. No woman likes to disclose her age, but I am over 50 and 
have never yet met another TV. The younger girls do not realize 
how fortunate they are in having such a wonderful medium in which 
to express themselves and meet others. £ut now, thanks to you to 
Barbara and that lovely cover girl Susanne, a feeling of serentiy 
and new femininity has come over me. Another lovely cover girl, 
Terry sent me a wonderful note and we are planning a visit in the 
near future. Sincerely, Karen— Mich.

Dear Virginia and Barbara: Before I say one thing I want to thank
you from the bottom of my heart for offering me at least the begin­
ning of reassurance in a hope I had almost lost--that a transvestite 
could be a transvestite and still be an intelligent and contributing 
member of society. I was really beginning to feel that I could be 
no more than a sort of disgusting parasite, whose mind, ideas and a- 
bility to produce would be completely ignored because of one desire 
which needed very much to be fulfilled, but which society had chosen 
to judge "unacceptable". And when one has to stand alone against 
society, he finds himself beginning to suspect himself of all sorts 
of horrible things and feeling nothing but destructive guilt. But 
to find a group of individuals who have the same desires I have, and 
who are attempting to deal with them maturely, but honestly--now 
I have hope again------ Sincerely, Diana, Wash. D.C.

Dear Barbara: I cannot describe my feelings of happiness when I
read through the first two TV mags except that most of the letters 
from others indicated more clearly than anything else what I was and 
have been for a long time. ^he odd thing is the complete separation 
of personalities— one IS two people. '̂he compulsion to progress with 
one’s feminine self is so real that it is hard to justify it when 
alone. When I see and read about others it gives me the understand­
ing and encouragement I have sought for a long long time. It encour­
ages me to feel that I am different from many but not queer. I am 
in my 40s, married and with several children-- yours, Kathryn, Canada
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A GLOSSARY OF FEMMETERMS

As indicated in the article, "Targets, Titles and Terminol­
ogy in TVia #12, it is desirable to develop our "own language". 
This, in some instances will set us off from other groups and 
therefore be helpful in the general problem of education, and in 
other cases will just add a bit of "fun" to the whole thing. 
People always get themselves in trouble when they take themselves 
too seriously. Femmpersonation is deeply satisfying....we all 
know that.... but it can also be fun, and our perspectives are 
always better when they are sharpened by a sense of humor. Have 
you ever looked at your "femmeself" in the mirror when she was 
all "gussied up" and actually laughed at her? Try it sometime. 
The whole bit really is funny, in the light of the limitations 
of our culture, when you stop and think about it. Moreover, it 
will relieve some of your guilts and fears if you can relax and 
look at it lightly.

So, since our femmeselves do exist, do want to "live" and 
are beginning to be able to do so more and more, let's create an 
auxilliary "femmelanguage" with which to discuss our femmelives. 
This seems easily done by the addition of the prefixes "femme- " 
or "femmi-" (according to the ease of pronounciation) to ordinary 
words thus moving their meaning over into the feminine realm. 
Below are some examples just to get you started. As you begin to 
play this little game you will doubtless run across a number of 
cute new additions. Use them in letters to me and I'll try to 
catch them and use them back again thereby getting them known to 
others.

There are doubtless some straightlaced, long-haired femme- 
sters among us who will feel that such goings on are too adoles­
cent and silly. To them I say— Come on, you spinsters, loosen 
up your corset strings! Then you can develop some more interest­
ing curves and not be "straight" laced. Undo that bun of hair 
at the back of your head and brush it out till it hangs down to 
your waist (dont you wish you could though). Remember when you 
were a girl? Or were you? One of the things all of us missed
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and that was our maidenhood— that period of burgeoning femininity 
of awareness of what we were and what we could become. So— if we 
wish, later in life, to go back and pick up bits of our unspent 
frivolous girlhood, why shouldn't we? In passing may I point out 
that frivolity and capriciousness are two of the feminine qualit­
ies that are in greatest contrast to the severity and fixity*of 
the masculine role. The opportunity to express these two qualit­
ies in our femmelives is one of the sources of enjoyment in them.

While we are on the subject of words may I, say a few more on 
the word "FemmePersonator" which was presented to you as a sub­
stitute for Transvestite. The capitalization of the P without 
a space is intentional as the Important word is "Personator", 
which may be defined, from Webster, as one who personates. And 
the verb "to personate" means to act the part of, to represent 
as a person or to invest with personality. This is selected in­
stead of IMpersonate because the prefix -im is a negative and de­
notes falsity or deception. What we want to set forth here is not
the negative and false idea, but the positive and real creation
of a feminine personality. We are "investing" a femme-appearance 
with a personality. Some of you have adopted the expression FP 
all right, others maintain that it is hard to say and its new etc. 
I'd like to point out two things. The term FP is important to 
outsiders in hftlping to idenify us as a special behavioural type. 
Within our own group we already know what we are and a distinction
is unnecessary. As you play along with the idea a bit and see
that the use of this term is part of a long range plan, not just 
an arbitrary invention of a new word on my part, you will come to 
understand the semantic importance of it and will feel happier a- 
bout it. My long range purpose is to achieve some sort of social 
awareness of our position and to acquire such understanding and 
acceptance as we can, not just to publish stories etc. for the 
personal gratification of individuals. There is too much lorsLiness 
pain and suffering going on amongst our kind not to want to do 
something to alleviate it......this is the purpose of TRANSVESTIA
and the various programs and auxilliary publications which Cheva­
lier Publications sponsers and puts out. So please add your bit 
to pile and go along with the program.

Well, back to the glossary of new terms:
FEMMALIZING and FEMMALATION: The act and condition of femmeliving
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or alternates—  
FEMMINATING and 
FEMMINATION

FEMMEBIT

FEMMIDRESS

FEMMEXPERIENCE 
FEMMEXPRESION 
FEMMIDEA 
FEMMIDENITY 
FEMMINAL adj.

FEMMINALITY

FEMMISH and 
FEMMISHNESS 
FEMMELIFE

FEMMENEWS
FEMMENAME
FEMMOCCASION

FEMMEPAL

FEMMEPASS v. 
FEMMEPAR

FEMMEPARTY

FEMMEPERSON
FEMMEPERSONATOR

FEMMEPATHY

FEMMEPEARANCE 
FEMMEPHOBIA n 
FEMMEPHOBIC ad.

To be used in place of "being in drag" ie. "I 
was femmalizing last night", meaning, "I was 
dressed in my femmattire and living a femmelife 
as my femmeself".
A small portion of time or effort devoted or 
related to femmelife, also a bit of femmenews 
such as a note.
Clothing appropriate for a FemmePersonator in 
femmelife. To be used in place of "drag". 
Something that happened to us in our femmelife. 
The occasions and acts of being our femmeselves 
A new thought relating to femmelife 
The person and personality of the femmeself 
Relating to the femmelife, as "I had a most 
femminal experience last night".
Feminine portion of the more general term per­
sonality. The opposite of mascality.
Having the characteristics of a femmeperson. 
Analogous to but distinct from effeminate 
That portion of one’s existance spent in femme- 
dress— the periods of femmexpression 
Information of interest to a FemmePersonator 
The feminine name adopted for the femmeself 
An important event in one’s femmelife such as 
a femmeparty— a gathering of FPs.
Another person with whom a femmeperson exchanges 
femmenotes about femmelife— usually another FP 
To get by in public without detection— "unread"
A condition of health and emotion not conducive 
to femmelife as, "I’m not up to femmepar".
A gathering of femmepersons in femmedress for 
a bit of femminating, cf. "henparty".
The feminine identity of an anatomical male 
One who gives life and feramexpression to his 
femmeself by means of femmedressing.
From "empathy", a feeling for someone. So here 
a sisterly feeling and understanding for another. 
How one looks as a femmeperson in femmedress 
The condition of being afraid to admit the ex­
istance of or to express the feminine side of 
a male personality.
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FEMMEPICS 
FEMMEPINK 
FEMMEPUBLICATION

FEMMEPORTANT

FEMMEPREENING

FEMMEPRO CESS

FEMMEPRODUCT 
FEMMEPURCHASE 
FEMMESCENT

FEMMASCULATE n Sc

FEMMESPENDING

FEMMETALK
FEMMETIME

FEMMEWEAR
FEMMEWORK
FEMMEWISH

Photos of a FemmePersonator in Femmidress 
That lovely, light, dainty shade of red 
Printed material dealing with femmepersonation 
and femmeliving. i.e. TVia & FemmeMirror 
Something vital, necessary, valuable or memor­
able in regard to one's femmelife.
The act and process of checking up on one’s 
femmepearance, getting ready for femmelife 
The procedure necessary in changing from the 
male role into one’s femmeself.
An item of use to a femmeperson 
The acquisition of something for the femmeself 
A lovely, fascinating fragrance lingering a- 
round any properly feminine person 

v One who has had a sex conversion operation or 
the verb describing this type of surgery, i.e. 
"Christine, the famous femmasculate was femmas- 
culated in Denmark."
Using money intended for other things to buy 
femmitems for the femmeself.
Conversation devoted to femmatters 
A period in which a FemmePersonator is present 
as her femmeself
'Apparel suitable for a femmeperson
Labor of a feminine nature such as housecleaning
Unfulfilled desires dealing with femmelife.

Well, there you are. Many others could be addsd and we’ll 
publish some from time to time. It is not suggested that the 
idea be run into the ground by putting the prefix in front of 
every noun or verb that could be pronounced, but in the above list 
I think you will find some words that will express what you want 
to say better and more expeditiously than you could do with sev­
eral "ordinary" words. The above list is neither complete nor 
perfect. Some of those suggested should doubtless be forgotten 
and new ones will find their way into the vocabulary. But the 
list will show you what can be done and give you the general 
idea of a femmelanguage. So now you can get to work and invent 
some cute ones yourself. Your FemmEditor

VIRGINIA
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I. THANKS TO YOU: This being the first issue after Christmas it
is my first chance to thank all you nice girls who so thoughtfully 
remembered Barbara and Virginia with Christmas Cards. It was nice 
to know that you "had us on your list**. Then thanks are due again 
just from me, Virginia, for the many of you who expressed your con­
cern and wishes for a speedy recovery. Actually it didn't turn
out as had been expected. I did enter the hospital all primed for 
a knee operation but developed the virus the same day so no opera­
tion. Then, when the Dr. got around to checking over the knee he 
found it so much better than the last time he saw it that he de­
cided maybe no operation was necessary. So after 2 days in the 
hospital and 3 more at home in bed I had to go back to work, darn 
it. I had myself all primed for about 2 wdeks of enforced vacation 
which I was going to put in on all kinds of writing including the 
often delayed Wives Booklet. Ah well, you can't have everything 
and I do have the knee intact, so I'm, back with my nose to the 
grindstone, and quite a stone it is too, keeps Barbara and me busy.
II. MY FACE IS RED: Really, I'm not a liar and a double crosser
though for a time it looked as though I had been. I have previous­
ly told you all in print that this magazine would not be sold in 
bookstores other than the one here in L.A. This had been my intent
as well as my promise. So was I ever upset to get a long distance
call from Sandy in N.Y. informing me that TVia was in 3 or 6 stores 
on 42nd St. For the moment I couldn't figure out how come, since
I had done nothing to bring this about. It then dawned on me that 
my man in L.A. had probably made a trade with some distributor in 
N.Y. and that was the source of the books. I checked...it was.

I have also checked through Sandy with Susanna and several of 
the other girls in the N.Y. area and the consensus is that altho 
they would just as soon the leak had never happened that the damagd 
if any, was already done and that I might just as well go ahead and 
capitalize on the thing before some chiseling reprinter comes along 
and steals the whole thing. (This has been done by 2 outfits al­
ready who made photoreduction reprints of TVia #3-sold 'em for $5) 
So I guess now that the milk has been spilled as it were, we will
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go ahead on that basis and spread it around wherever we can. Really 
I think this will be for everyone's benefit in the long run and I 
don't think anyone need be anymore concerned about things than they 
are now. After all, what difference does it make whether an FP in 
Podunk gets hold of TVia by subscribing, by seeing one of our ads 
by writing Sexology for information or by picking it off a stand.
I have and will continue to take pains to keep out any identifying 
information so you can all relax on that count. As for pictures, 
none that are good enough to appear in the mag. at all are going to 
be such as to identify your male self, so relax. If too much man 
shows through I don't print them anyway as I want the pics printed 
to show FPation in the best light and in a true light since many 
people who are not FPs will some time or other see the magazine. 
Maybe we should send copies to Dentist's Offices..... yes?

Actually I think the newstand sale will naturally give more 
exposure, therefore more sales which maans more financial stability 
naturally but also it means more contacts, more potential friends 
to write to or meet and an increased probability of someone to talk 
to in your town. This will give you an opportunity to discuss your 
favorite subject. What will it be, horseracing, football, stock 
market, international situation or will1 you settle for....what's 
that you call it....FPation?? Ah yes! In addition to this it will 
strengthen the whole organization as it gets organized into a Sor­
ority with greater strength to make ourselves count, to spread en­
lightenment and increase understanding. "In union there is strength
III. "CONTACT": There still seems to be a little confusion about
this operation. CONTACT is only another arm of our activities set­
up to conform to postal regulations. You do not need to use CON^ 
TACT to send mail addressed to Barbara or Virginia. ONLY MAIL IN­
TENDED FOR REMAILING. Remember to enclose such letters in unsealed 
envelopes, stamped. Sealed letters are opened before mailing to be 
sure the contents are O.K. but it looks like the letter had been 
tampered with. You do not need to send a seperate money order for 
each letter when several are sent at the same time. M.O.s cost 
money, so send only one for the total amount necessary.
IV. PLEASE COOPERATE: Only a few of you have returned the auxil­
iary questionaire appearing at the end of TVia ftl2. I'd appreciate 
it greatly if you'd get it right now, fill it out and mail it in. 
Remember that one of the purposes of this mag. is to collect infor­
mation about FPation which can be used to further acquaint the
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world about the subject. I can't do this unless I get the infor­
mation. Many ask what they can do.....this is certainly one thing.
V. ATTORNEYS: Tessie of N.Y. makes the useful suggestion that we
compile a list of attorneys in various parts of the country who are 
conversant with the phenomenon of FP and who would be able to help 
in criminal, postal or domestic matters involving it. I have an 
excellant man in the L.A. area whose name I'll give anyone on re­
quest and if those of you in other areas would send in such names 
we could keep them on file. This is one way to help each other.
VI. POST OFFICE AGAIN: Again a warning! Don't send questionable
matter thru the mails. Don't continue a correspondence with any­
one who sends you such material. You will be sticking your neck 
way out. DO report receipt of such material to me so that I can 
keep a file on such things. I do not contact the individual invol­
ved, his doings are his business, but when I am asked to speak for 
the reliability of someone I want to know whom I should be skeptical 
of.. To do this I need to know who is misbehaving. You all owe it 
to the group not to get out of line, but those that do should be re­
ported for the protection of the whole group...... One bad apple
you know. I've no desire to act as a judge, but I have a great de­
sire to keep the group, the magazine and myself out of trouble.

Please also report to me and send any evidence that might be 
involved of cases of postal tampering with 1st Class mail. This 
is supposedly sacred, but there is too much evidence available that 
mail is opened, resealed or just left open, not to speak of just 
plain removing it from the mails and not delivering it. I think 
the authorities in Washington Whom I talked to would like to know 
if any of their men are violating the law in this respect. So If 
something flagrant occurs let me know.
VII. BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE: In additon to #1 and #2 which have
been made available in 1/4 size at $2.50 each. We now have some 
new, full-sized reprints of #s 3 and 4 which we ran out of some 
time ago. So those of you who want a full library can now fill in 
these holes. All other issues are available and all are $4 as usual.
VIII. DONT*ASK US PLEASE T0-(1) Notify you when the next issue is 
but as we get requests to do. We cant keep up with the details and 
letters as it is. So pay in advance, trust us, and wait. And (2) 
please dont ask us to hold money "on account". There is a great 
amount of bookkeeping anyway and this we just have no arrangements for.
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Pcrion to periw i

NOTICE: Send any letters to be remailed in stamped unsealed envel­
opes to ‘'CONTACT** 4924 West Pico Blvd. Los Angeles 19, Calif.

13-D-l WANTED— Letters from gals and guys interested in FPation 
especially those in Illinois Carol— 111.

22- S-2 Like meet active FPs of similar temperament in Mich, area
Will corres. with other FPs anywhere* Karren— Mich.

32-G-2 FP, 42, tall, former boxer, wants full-time position as 
"housemother'* in FP club or apart, maintaining quarters 
clothing etc* exch for living are. No salary.Tessie— N.Y.

51-M-l Inexperienced but eager FP, coll. grad. 22, interested
all aspects FPation. Like corres. and meet with undrst- 
ndg women and other FPs in Wash. D.C. area Diana— D.C.

11-D-l Married FP long expei*. Like corres. FPs in Hawaii or else­
where. Like form sorority chap, here Charlene— Hawaii

23- P-l FP at heart would like to meet or corres. with undrstndg.
girl or FP who can help me realize my desires. Age 23 
and free to travel anywhere, Kim— Minn.

44-C-l Active FP, 45, married,.Job requires being in Salt Lake
City, Los Angeles, Denver, St. Louis every 2 wks. Like to 
meet other FPs in these areas, please write Hilta--Utah

55-J-l FP married, professional, lonely. Like meet reserved FPfc 
own area married or single. Welcome all FP corres. and 
will answer all. Dominique— Ottawa
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Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA is made up primarily of material submitted by its 
readers. Material is solicited on this basis:

1* Material if offered for publication GRATIS!
2. Material submitted will not be returned unless requested 

and a stamped envelope provided*
3. The Editor reserves the right to be the sole judge of 

what material shall be printed and to edit, alter, delete 
or refuse material when he deems it in the best interest 
of the magazine. Off color material or pictures will not 
be published,

«** «**
ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION

PERSON TO PERSON SECTION: This section is intended to make
possible a wider acquaintance among TVs, so USE IT! NO corres­
pondence intended for remailing should be sent to the magazine. 
Address all replies to "CONTACT" 4924 W, Pioo Blvd. Los Angeles 
19» Calif* Send letters in open» stamped envelopes giving your 
own name and address inside* Letters to authors of articles or 
Letters to the Editor accepted on the same basis.

RATES: $2 per ad per issue for up to 5 lines. Replies #1
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF"CONTACT” IS LIMITED TO MAILING LETTERS,
NOT FOR ANY SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS OF THE PARTIES!

GOODS AND SERVICES SECTION: This section open to those having
items or services of use to TVs. The Editor asks that any lit­
erature or pictures to be advertised be sent to him for approval 
before being aooepted for advertising. SPACE RATES:

Full page (40 lines 6̂ - vertiole inches) 1 issue $20.00
Half page (20 lines 3b vertiole inches) 1 issue $13.00
Quart, pg (10 lines l£ vertiole inches) 1 issue $ 7.50

TRANSVESTIA is published approx, every 2 months. Send mater­
ial by the 15th of the month proceeding publication.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $4 per issue paid in advance.
If this i8 your last paid issue please resubsoribe NOW! Don11 
miss an issue write today. YOUR SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRES WITH _____
Your personal and private IDENTIFICATION CODE NUMBER IS _____
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