


The Intent and Purpose of Transvestia

ENTERTAINMENT - EDUCATION - EXPRESSION
TRANSVESTIA id published by, for and about Transvestites for 
the purpose of providing a center about which people interested 
in the field may gather* Its pages will provide Entertainment 
for the Initiated; Education for those who see evil where none 
exists; and Expression of opinion both lay and professional. 
Discussion, sharing ideas and experiences all lead to greater 
understanding of any facet of human behaviour.
TRANSVESTIA seeks to provide information both to and about 
Transvestites and Transvestism in order to broaden the under­
standing of this form of personality expression, not only among 
those interested in it, but by friends and relatives who may 
find themselves indirectly involved.
TRANSVESTIA also serves as a means of gathering information as 
well as disseminating it. Medical science has no adequate means 
of contacting and interviewing enough Transvestites who are re- 
sonably well adjusted to their problem and not complicated by 
other psyoho-sooial behaviour patterns to form any well con­
sidered opinions about the subject. This magasine has and 
will continue to provide research material to further the under­
standing of Transvestism by psychiatrists, psychologists, soc­
iologists, lawyers, jurists and polioe officials

KNOWLEDGE 
UNDERSTANDING 
ACCEPTANCE 
PEACE OF MIND

is the beginning of UNDERSTANDING 
is the beginning of ACCEPTANCE 
is the beginning of PEACE OF MIND 
is the beginning of HAPPINESS

But unhappiness, loneliness and fear have too long been the lot 
of the Transvestite. It is to be hoped that TRANSVESTIA oan 
help through knowledge to bring understanding and happiness.

«*» **»
"When you make the two one,....and when you make the MALE AND 
THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE— then shall you enter the Kingdom."

The above is a "saying of Jesus" 
from the "Gospel Aooording to Thomas."
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fiusanna fiayg ... This is my Lifo

BY SUSANNA

A TV*s l i f e  i *  a c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  m u s i c  and i m a g e r y .  M u s ic  
t h a t  i s  e x c i t i n g  and l a n g u i d ,  and i m a g e r y  t h a t  f o r m s  a t o r r e n t  o f  
c o l o r e d  p i c t u r e s ,  a s  v i v i d  a s  a  t e c h n i o o l o r  m o v i e .  To w r i t e  o n e ' s  
own l i f e  i a  t o  c l o s e  o u r  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  and s l i d e  b a c k w a r d s  
i n  t i m e  u n t i l  we s t o p  a t  o u r  e a r l i e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  o u r  f i r s t  r e ­
a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  we we re  d i f f e r e n t  f rom o t h e r s .

At t h e  age  o f  7 ,  S u s a n n a  was a n a m e l e s s  l i t t l e  g i r l - - s h e  was 
n o t  t o  be b a p t i z e d  u n t i l  some t h i r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r .  Her  p a r e n t s  d i d ­
n ' t  know she  e x i s t e d ,  and she  became a w are  o f  h e r s e l f  when h e r  a l ­
t e r  e g o ,  a  r a t h e r  f r a i l  l i t t l e  b o y ,  a s  r i c h  in  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  d e ­
p a r t m e n t  a s  he was l a c k i n g  i n  m u s c l e  and b r a w n ,  was s u d d e n l y  con­
f r o n t e d  w i t h  a s c e n e  t h a t  was t o  r e m a i n  t h e  moat  v i v i d  s i n g l e  e x ­
p e r i e n c e  i n  h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e .  But  b e f o r e  we d e s c r i b e  t h i s  moment 
o f  r e v e l a t i o n ,  l e t  u s  b r i e f l y  s e e  t h e  s o c i a l  f r am e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  in  
w h ich  t h i s  boy had g ro w n .

F a t h e r :  h e a l t h y ,  m u s c u l a r  and f u n - l o v i n g .  N o n - s m o k e r ,  n o n ­
d r i n k e r  and w i t h  an e a g l e - e y e  f o r  t h e  f a i r  s e x .  The l a t t e r ,  a  
common and s o c i a l l y  w i n k e d - a t  t r a i t  i n  t h e  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g  comm­
u n i t y  w he re  o u r  s t o r y  t a k e s  p l a c e .  He was p r o u d  o f  h i s  s o n * 8 i n ­
t e l l e c t u a l  p r o w e s s e s  i n  s c h o o l ,  b u t  l a m e n t e d  t h e  k i d ' s  l a c k  o f  
i n t e r e s t  i n  r o u g h  b o d y - d e v e l o p i n g  s p o r t s .  The boy t r i e d  h a r d ,  b u t  
w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s .  The m o t h e r :  r a t h e r  f r a i l  in  b o d y ,  d e l i c a t e l y
b u i l t  and w i t h  a g r e a t  c a p a c i t y  f o r  l o v e  t o w a r d s  t h e  w o r l d .  A lw ays  
p a s s i v e  and f e m i n i n e .  And t h e n  t h e r e  was a s i s t e r ,  f o u r  y e a r s  
y o u n g e r  t h a n  t h e  boy in  o u r  s t o r y .  She w&8--as  i t  s o m e t i m e s  h a p p e n s  
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  f a t h e r  i n  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s .  I n d e p e n d e n t ,  s t r o n g  
w i l l e d  and d i s i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h o u s e h o l d  t a s k s ,  w h i c h  h e l d  a  s e c r e t  
f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h i n  h e r  b r o t h e r ' s  m in d .  The boy f e l t  p e c u l i a r l y  
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  m o t h e r  t h a n  h i s  s i s t e r  d i d .  And t h e  m o t h e r ,  s e n s i n g  
t h e  h o p e l e s s  t a s k  she  f a c e d  in  i n s t i l l i n g  h e r  d a u g h t e r  w i t h  t h o s e  
a t t i t u d e s  w h i c h  s o c i e t y  e x p e c t s  o f  l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  
t u r n e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  b o y ,  s u b c o n s c i o u s l y  f i n d i n g  i n  h im t h e  f e m i n ­
i n i t y  n o t  shown by h e r  l i t t l e  g i r l .  L e t  u s  s ay  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  &hat  
a t  no t i m e  d i d  she  p r e s s u r e  t h e  boy i n t o  f e m i n i n e  t a s k s ,  a l t h o u g h
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s h e  v o i o e d  no o b j e c t i o n  when he  a s k e d  h e r  once  t o  t e a c h  him how t o  
k n i t *  T h e r e  was one b r i e f  l e s s o n ,  b u t  t h e  i d e a  was d r o p p e d  by m u t u a l  
a g r e e m e n t ,  b o t h  h a v i n g  i n  mind t h e  p o s s i b l e  s a r c a s t i c  r e m a r k s  wh ich  
t h e  f a t h e r  w ou ld  u t t e r  i f  he s h o u l d  f i n d  o u t .  A c t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e s e  
f a c t s  loom l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e y  were  i f  we c o n s i d e r  them a p a r t ,  f rom 
t h e  m y r i a d  a c t i v i t i e s  and e v e n t s  t h a t  m ake- up e v e r y d a y  l i f e  f o r  
an y  l i t t l e  b o y .  T h e r e  we re  games t o o  i n  w h ich  he  was v e r y  much a  
b o y ,  and f i g h t s  i n  w h ich  he  was a l w a y s  t h e  l o s e r .  U n t i l  S u s a n n a  
s t r u c k  h e r  f i r s t  b l o w ,  i n  thQ way a  l i t t l e  c h i o k  g i v e s  i t s  f i r s t  
peo k  a t  t h e  egg  s h e l l  w h i c h  i m p r i s o n s  i t .

The o c c a s i o n  was  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  N o r t h  A m er ic an  H a l l ­
oween t i m e  in  a  S o u t h  A m er ic an  c i t y .  The l i t t l e  boy had been  p r e s ­
e n t e d  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  d e v i l ' s  o u t f i t  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  He was v e r y  
h a p p y  w i t h  i t .  He p u t  i t  on b r i g h t  and  e a r l y  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  and 
d a s h e d  i n t o  t h o  s t r e e t  t o  3how h i s  c o s t u m e  t o  a  p l a y m a t e  o f  h i s  who 
l i v e d  n e x t  d o o r — a  boy a b o u t  h i s  same a g e ,  7 o r  8 .  As he  s t o o d  i n  
t h e  do orw ay  o f  h i s  f r i e n d ' s  h o u s e ,  h i s  p a l  o p en e d  t h e  d o o r  w i t ! ,  a 
b i g  g r i n  on h i s  f a c e .  He t o o  had b ee n  p r e s e n t e d  by h i s  m o t h e r  w i t h  
a  c o s t u m e ,  a  co s tu m e  w h ic h  was t o  become a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  in  t i e  
l i f e  o f  a  human b e i n g .  I t  was an o r g a n d y  d r e s s ,  w h i t e  a s  s n o r , s e t  
o f f  by a w h i t e  s t r a w  p i c t u r e  h a t  and w h i t e  l i t t l e  g i r l ' s  s h o e * .  A 
bu n ch  o f  v i o l e t s  a t  t h e  7 / a i s t  l i n e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  o u t f i t .  The ? i t t l e  
boy o f  o u r  s t o r y  was s e i z e d  by a  v i o l e n t  e m o t i o n a l  s t o r m  upon b ee -  
i n g  how h i s  p l a y m a t e  was d r e s s e d .  I t  was a s  i f  h e ' d  bee n  h i t  by 
a t h u n d e r b o l t .  He was s t r u c k  s p e e c h l e s s .  A s t r a n g e  p a r a l y s i s  
t o o k  h o l d  o f  him and  t h e  image o f  t h a t  d r e s s  b u r n e d  i t s e l f  deep 
i n t o  h i s  s o u l .  He knew,  i n  t h a t  moment o f  r e v e l a t i o n ,  t h a t  he 
wou ld  h av e  g i v e n  h i s  l i f e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  be a b l e  t o  w ear  th:>se 
c l o t h e s .  I t  was n o t  h i  s t r e m b l i n g  hand  t h a t  r e a c h e d  o u t  and t o u c h e d  
t h e  o r g a n d y ,  i t  was S u s a n n a ' s  i n v i s i b l e  s e l f  t h a t  was g r a s p i n g  t h e  
k ey  t o  h e r  e v e n t u a l  l i b e r a t i o n .  The o b s e s s i o n  t o o k  a  f i r m  h o l d  i n  
t h a t  v e r y  moment and became a  p o w e r f u l ,  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  
l i f e  o f  t h i s  s t r a n g e  d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t y .

From t h e  age  o f  7 u n t i l  1 3 ,  S u s a n n a  was o n l y  a  v ag u e  b u t  con­
s t a n t  co m p an io n  in  an  e n d l e s s  s e r i e s  o f  d a y d r e a m s .  Her  s t i l l  l a z y  
p r e s e n c e  d i d  n o t  h o w e v e r ,  i n t e r f e r e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h i s  
s c h o o l b o y .  He c o n t i n u e d  t o  be t o p  s t u d e n t  i n  h i e  c l a s s  a l t h o u g h  he 
t h o r o u g h l y  d e t e s t e d  h i s  c o m p u l s o r y  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e s .  He
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became a good dancer and made an expert team with his sister. He 
was therefore in great demand at parties and dances and became 
socially popular. He even boasted of several girl friends who sin­
cerely enjoyed his company. Still, he alone knew that he was poss­
essed by a strange desire to read stories wherein some boy or man 
impersonated a girl, and his heart beat increased violently when he 
unexpectedly saw in a newsreel a scene showing the antics of the 
Harvard Hasty Pudding varsity show. At that time he made a promise 
to himself that someday he would go to that land of magic where such 
shows existed. He had subtly tried to bring the subject up in his 
social circles and met an attitude of total rejection and sneering 
remarks from everybody. He realized then that it was something not 
to be advertised, not even talked about— ever. But, this daydream 
became more vivid, more intense. At 1 3 ,  he found his first oppor­
tunity to try on his first female garment: a discarded rayon slip
of his mother's. Behind a rook, by the river, en the outskirts of 
town, he would sit all alone on warm Summer afternoons and spend 
hours just wearing that mauve slip over his naked body. He would 
close his eyes and he became Alice in Wonderland. He would step 
into a magic mirror and be a girl. On a conscious level he ceased 
to exist. She, the girl within, took over..and she swore she would 
go to the USA where trapped girls like herself could assert their 
right to live.

But not everything was joyous dreaming for this teenage boy.
He knew he was different from everybody else and he began to hear 
that men who dressed like that were "queer”. A frantic fear took 
hold of him. Maybe he was like that and didn't know it. But still, 
he was baffled by his lack of interest in boys. He did like girls, 
the prettier the better. He loved their soft skins, their long 
hair, their pretty clothes. He felt a thrill every time he put his 
arm around a girl's slender waist on a dance floor. It didn't make 
sense. "Those*' men didn't like girls. What was wrong then? The 
Public Library finally gave him the answer in the form of a book 
translated from the French entitled "Les Desguisès" (The Disguised 
Ones), a study of transvestism by Prof. Pierre Vaohè. He went on 
to assuage his intellectual hunger with Magnus Hirsohfeld, Havelock 
Ellis and others until he was satisfied. He was not one of "them”. 
His case was different and he was not the only one who felt that 
way. Even Susanna, cuddled up inside, felt happier. There was no
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r e a s o n  t o  f e e l  g u i l t y ,  d i r t y .  T r a n s v e s t i s m  was a l l  r i g h t .  S t i l l  
i t  was a  p i t y  t h a t  s u c h  w o n d e r f u l  f e e l i n g s  o o u l d  n o t  be s h a r e d  w i t h  
y o u r  f a m i l y  o r  y o u r  f r i e n d s .  He knew i t  w o u ld  be e x t r e m e l y  d i f f ­
i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  make them u n d e r s t a n d .  Anyway,  who e v e r  
h e a r d  o f  a  g i r l  b o r n  w i t h o u t  a  bod y  o f  h e r  own? Ge t  r i d  o f  h e r ?  
H o r r o r s !  I t  would  be a  fo rm  o f  s u i c i d e ,  i f  n o t  a c t u a l  m u r d e r .  And 
sh e  was s u c h  a p r e t t y  l i t t l e  t h i n g  a s  f a r  a s  he v i s u a l i z e d  h e r  i n  
h i s  d r e a m s .

So t h e  boy e n t e r e d  c o l l e g e  a t  t h e  ag e  o f  16 and c o n t i n u e d  t o  
be a  t o p  s t u d e n t .  He s t u d i e d  f u r i o u s l y  b e c a u s e  he knew t h a t  t o p  
s t u d e n t s  w e r e  s o m e t i m e s  a w ard ed  s c h o l a r s h i p s  i n  t h e  USA, and a  
s c h o l a r s h i p  would  mean h a p p i n e s s  f o r  S u s a n n a .  He was a c t u a l l y  w ork ­
i n g  f o r  h e r ,  n o t  f o r  h i m s e l f .  He n e v e r  was (and  a c t u a l l y  n e v e r  h a s  
b e e n )  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  member o f  t h i s  tw os ome.  She was h i s  t w i n  
s i s t e r ,  h i s  b a b y ,  h i s  i d e a l .  Someone who was u t t e r l y  d e p e n d e n t  on 
him f o r  h e r  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e .  In  o r d e r  t o  make some money f o r  t h e  
now a s s u r e d  t r i p  he even work ed  in  j o b s  w h i c h  were  l o a t h s o m e  t o  him 
b u t  i t  was  a  s a c r i f i c e  w h i c h  he b r a v e l y  made f o r  " h e r "  s a k e .

U . S . A ! ! !  The V a r s i t y  show dream d i d  n o t  come t r u e  i n  h i s  new 
s u r r o u n d i n g s . B u t  ’’h e r ” o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n c r e a s e d .  Much o f  i t  was 
done s e c r e t l y .  She now b eg a n  t o  t a k e  s h a p e ,  b o t h  l i t e r a l l y  and 
f i g u r a t i v e l y .  S in c e  f u n d s  w e re  s c a r c e ,  she  had  t o  be s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  
v e r y  l i t t l e ,  b u t  now,  t h e  end o f  t h e  d a r k ,  h i d d e n  r o a d  was  i n  s i g h t .  
So he w o rk e d  h a r d e r  s t i l l .  At t i m e s  he ev en  w e n t  h u n g ry *  b u t  t h e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  h a v i n g  t o  go b a c k  home was u n b e a r a b l e .  S u san n a  
w a n t e d  t o  l i v e  and she  m ean t  i t .  She s u p p l i e d  t h e  d r i v e ,  t h e  
p a t i e n c e ,  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  And t o g e t h e r  t h e y  moved f o r w a r d .
She b eg a n  t o  c r e a t e  ( w i t h  f e m i n i n e  w i l e s )  a l l  s o r t s  o f  o p p o r t u n ­
i t i e s  t o  be i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i e s ,  w e ek en d s  a t  some n ew ly  d i s c o v e r e d  
f r i e n d s ' ,  w he re  she  drew on h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  d an c e  t o  become a p a s s ­
a b l e  e n t e r t a i n e r .  The s t a g e ,  show b u s i n e s s ,  g ave  h e r  t h e  n e e d e d  
! * r e s p e c t a b i l i t y "  and t h u s  a v o i d e d  c o n d e m n a t i o n .  She fo u n d  o u t  
t h a t  p e o p l e  wou ld  a c c e p t  h e r  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n  a s  l o n g  a s  she  p r e ­
t e n d e d  t o  be a f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r .  And so she  b eg a n  t o  move i n  
t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .

By way o f  i l l u s t r a t i o n  l e t  u s  s ee  how she  managed t o  a p p e a r  i n  
p u b l i c  a s  h e r s e l f  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  Her  " b r o t h e r "  was t h e n  a  21 
y e a r - o l d  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  a t  a  M i d w e s t e r n  c o l l e g e .  S i n c e  c a s h  was
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s o a r c e ,  he s a v e d  t h e  money he r e c e i v e d  f rom  t h e  C o l l e g e  a s  p a r t  o f  
h i s  s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  be s p e n t  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  c a f e t e r i a  f o r  h i s  m e a l s ,  
and g o t  h i m s e l f  a  j o b  a s  a  w a i t e r  i n  one o f  t h e  l o c a l  r e s t a u r a n t s .  , 
i n  town.  T h e r e  he a t e  h i s  l u n o h  and d i n n e r  g r a t i s  by w o r k i n g  t h r e e  
h o u r s  a  day a t  t h e  t a b l e s  and i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .  The cook was a  m i d d l e  
a g e d ,  m o t h e r l y  woman who t o o k  a  g r e a t  l i k i n g  f o r  t h e  f o r e i g n  y o u n g  
man who would  t e l l  h e r  a b o u t  l i f e  u n d e r  f o r e i g n  s k i e s  and who would  
s o f t l y  s i n g  i n t r i g u i n g  m e l o d i e s  o f  an a l i e n  f o l k l o r e .  I n e v i t a b l y  
t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  l e d  one day t o  n a t i v e  d a n c e s .  She f o u n d  o u t  he  
l o v e d  d a n c i n g  and so s u g g e s t e d  he come some weekend t o  h e r  home and 
show some o f  t h o s e  d a n c e s  t o  h e r  f a m i l y .  S u s a n n a  p i c k e d  up h e r  
p r e t t y  e a r s  and w h i s p e r e d  h e r  i n s t a n t  p l a n .  Y e s ,  he wou ld  l o v e  t o  
do t h a t ,  b u t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  h i s  n a t i v e  d a n c e s  had  a p e c u l i a r  c h a r ­
a c t e r i s t i c :  t h e y  we re  o f  two k i n d s :  some t o  be d a n c e d  by a c o u p l e
(man and woman) ,  and o t h e r s  by a  woman a l o n e .  S i n c e  t h e r e  was no  
p a r t n e r  i n  s i g h t ,  t h e  o n l y  d a n c e s  he c o u l d  show would  be t h o s e  d e ­
s i g n e d  f o r  a  g i r l  and  i t  would  be t o o  r i d i c u l o u s  f o r  him t o  p e r f o r m
them a s  h i m s e l f .  The b a s i c  movement s  w e re  t o o  g r a c e f u l ,  t o e  fem­
i n i n e ,  t o o  c o q u e t t i s h  t o  be d a n c e d  by a  m an . . .UNLESS he  w e re  t o
d r e s s  a s  a  g i r l . . .hmmmm? ( J u s t  th ro w n  in  a s  an a f t e r  t h o u g h t ,  c a r e ­
l e s s l y .  . )

By t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  cook was t o o  e x c i t e d  and t h r i l l e d  a t  t h e  
i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  a f o r e i g n  g u e s t  a t  h e r  humble  h o u s e  who w ou ld  a c t ­
u a l l y  p u t  on a  show f o r  h e r  f o l k s . . s o  she  f e l l  i n t o  S u s a n n a ' s  t r a p  
l i k e  an u n s u s p e c t i n g  l a m b .  What an i d e a !  Have t h e  y o u n g  man d r e s s e d  
a s  a  g i r l  and maybe f o o l  a  g u e s t  o r  two! Would he r e a l l y  mind d o i n g  
i t ?  Would he! I t  t o o k  a  b i t  o f  an e f f o r t  n o t  t o  a p p e a r  e a g e r  
and a f t e r  a  l i t t l e  more o o a x i n g ,  t h e  a n s w e r  came: " Y e s " ,  b u t
would  she  h e l p  him w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c l o t h e s ?  By t h i s  t i m e  i t  
was h e r  p r o j e c t ,  h e r  i d e a ,  h e r  p a r t y  and i n  no t i m e  she  had 
s o l v e d  a l l  t h e  o b v i o u s  p r o b l e m s  o f  a  w i g ,  c l o t h e s  and s h o e s .
Two weeks  l a t e r ,  S u s an n a  em er ged  f r om  h e r  l o n g  c o n f i n e m e n t  i n  a l l  
h e r  e a g e r  f e m i n i n i t y  and h a n d l e d  h e r s e l f  w i t h  a l l  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  
o f  a  v e t e r a n  s h o w g i r l .  T hos e  were  h e r  f i r s t  h i g h  h e e l s ,  b u t  she  
amazed e v e r y b o d y  w i t h  t h e  e a s e  w i t h  w h ich  she  p e r f o r m e d ,  t h e  
g r a c e  o f  h e r  m o v em en t s .  She was l i k e  a f i s h  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e  
w a t e r .  N o t h i n g  t o  be l e a r n e d ,  i t  was a l l  t h e r e ,  i t  h ad  b ee n  t h e r e  
from t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g .  Who t a u g h t  h e r  t o  w a lk ?  Where d i d  she  
l e a r n  t o  d e l i c a t e l y  h a n d l e  t h e  hem o f  a  s k i r t  w h i l e  d a n c i n g ?
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What e x p e r i e n c e  had  shown h e r  how t o  s i t  and move l a d y - l i k e ?  She 
h a d  n e v e r  done an y  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s  b e f o r e  and  y e t  t h e y  a l l  a p p e a r ­
ed a s  i f  by a  s t r o k e  o f  m a g i c .  She was p o i s e d  and  s e l f - a s s u r e d  
and  she  knew w h a t  t o  do d e s p i t e  t h o s e  21 y e a r s  o f  l i v i n g  and 
m oving  and a c t i n g  a s  a  man i n  a  m an ’ s bo d y .  She was n o t  a  f a n ­
t a s y ,  she  was n o t  a  day d ream,  S u s a n n a  was r e a l .  Even t h e  
m o t h e r l y  cook c o u l d  n o t  h i d e  h e r  s u r p r i s e .  "You know”— she 
s a i d — "I  had  t o  make an e f f o r t  t o  r e m i n d  m y s e l f  t h a t  w ha t  I was 
s e e i n g  was o n l y  an  a c t .  You were  so r e a l ,  so much o f  a  g i r l . ”

S u s a n n a  was now s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a b r i g h t  f u t u r e  a h e a d .
And t h i s  c a l l e d  f o r  u n c e a s i n g  work and d e d i c a t i o n  on h e r  b r o t h e r ’ s 
p a r t .  Long h o u r s  a t  n i g h t ,  p o u r i n g  o v e r  t e x t  b o o k s .  A n o t h e r  
s c h o l a r s h i p  was S u s a n n a ' s  i m p e r i o u s  demand.  I t  m ean t  more and more 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  h e r s e l f .  She was p a t i e n t ,  she  knew how t o  w a i t  
f o r  h e r  t u r n , and w h e n e v e r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  came t h e r e  was a l w a y s  
t h e  c o n v i n c i n g  s t o r y  o f  a n o n - e x i s t e n t  a l l - m a l e  p l a y ,  an i n i t i a t ­
i o n ,  a  b e t ,  and d o z e n s  o f  c l e v e r l y  f a b r i c a t e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  
l e a d  an u n s u s p e c t i n g  f r i e n d  o r  a c q u a i n t a n c e  i n t o  l e n d i n g  a  h e l p i n g  
h an d  f o r  a  " r e h e a r s a l " .  S t i l l  t h i s  was n o t  e n o u g h .  G r a d u a t e  
s t u d i e s  and s c h o l a r s h i p s  l e a v e  v e r y  l i t t l e  t i m e  f o r  l e a d i n g  a 
d o u b l e  l i f e .  S u s a n n a  had t o  be s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h r e e  o r  maybe f o u r  
a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  one y e a r .  No m o re .  B e s i d e s ,  h e r  b r o t h e r  was n o t  
e x a c t l y  dead and  he a l s o  l i k e d  t o  h av e  a l i t t l e  r e l a x a t i o n  once  
in  a w h i l e .  C o l l e g e  l i f e  a l s o  m ean t  d a t e s  and proms and f r a t e r n i t y  
a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e r e  was s o m e t im e s  a b u r n i n g  d e s i r e  t o  s h a r e  t h e  
s e o r e t  w i t h  some g i r l f r i e n d  o r  r o o m - m a t e ,  b u t  t h e r e  was t o o  much 
a t  s t a k e .  One f a l s e  move,  one i n d i s c r e e t  c o n f e s s i o n  m i g h t  r u i n  
e v e r y t h i n g ,  so i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  k e e p  S u s a n n a  u n d e r  w r a p s .  Soon­
e r  o r  l a t e r  h e r  t u r n  would  come.

Now a PH.D.  was a l m o s t  in  s i g h t ,  b u t  s u d d e n l y  P e a r l  H a r b o u r  
b l o t t e d  o u t  t h e  sun and t h e r e  was o n l y  one t h i n g  t o  do :  d e f e n d
t h e  c o u n t r y  w h ich  had a l r e a d y  won h i s  h e a r t .  H i s  l i n g u i s t i o  a b i l i t y  
made him u s e f u l  in  t h e  p r o p a g a n d a  war  and he fo u n d  h i m s e l f  c o n f r o n t ­
ed w i t h  a  new and u n e x p e c t e d  c a r e e r .  C o l l e g e  was l e f t  b e h i n d  and a 
new l i f e  b e g a n  in  a b i g  c i t y .  Now t h e r e  i s  money f o r  an a p a r t m e n t  
in  t o r n  and money f o r  S u s a n n a ' s  f i r s t  r e a l  w a r d r o b e .  She was s t i l l  
n a m e l e s s  b u t  she v e n t u r e d  f o r t h  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  
l u i c k ,  f u r t i v e  w a l k s  a f t e r  d a r k ,  t h r i l l e d  w i t h  f e a r  and e x c i t e m e n t .  
She t a s t e d  now t h e  sup reme j o y  o f  t h e  s h e e r  n i g h t g o w n s ,  o f  t h e
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f a c e  p r e t t i l y  made u p ,  o f  t h e  d a n g l i n g  e a r r i n g s  o f  t h e  h u g g i n g  
w a i s t  c i n c h e r ,  o f  t h e  l a c q u e r e d  n a i l s ,  o f  t h e  h i g h  h e e l s  b e a t i n g  
t h e i r  h y p n o t i c  m u s i c  on t h e  p a v e m e n t s .

I t  was a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  i t  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  e v i d e n t  t h a t  
S u s a n n a ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h a t  o f  h e r  t w i n -  
b r o t h e r .  She seemed t o  exude  a  s e n s e  o f  b u o y a n c y ,  o f  o p t i m i s m  and 
c h e e r f u l n e s s  w h i c h  was o n l y  v a g u e l y  p r e s e n t  i n  h e r  b r o t h e r ' s  c h a r ­
a c t e r .  He was (a nd  s t i l l  i s )  g i v e n  t o  c h a n g i n g  moods ,  p a s s i n g  
f r o m  som ber  w i t h d r a w a l  and d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  e x a l t e d  f e e l i n g s  o f  
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  and o p t i m i s m .  He t e n d s  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e ,  
f e e l s  i n t e n s l y  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  w o r ld  a b o u t  h im ,  and a t  t i m e s  he 
f e e l s  t h e  n e e d  t o  be a  f i g h t e r  f o r  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  and human r i g h t s .  
S u s a n n a  i s  o n l y  v a g u e l y  aw a r e  o f  t h e s e  u r g e s  and moods .  She i s  
s u p r e m e l y  c o n f i d e n t  o f  h e r s e l f ,  she  i s  v a i n  and d e e p l y  in  l o v e  
w i t h  h e r s e l f .  She a d o r e s  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  r e v e l s  in  f l a t t e r y ,  g e t s  
b o r e d  w i t h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  and i s  c a r r i e d  away w i t h  t h e  
b e a u t y  o f  s u n s e t  o r  s e n t i m e n t a l  mush on a  t e l e v i s i o n  B c r e e n .
She i s  c o q u e t t i s h  and f l i r t a t i o u s  and c l o t h e s  an d  j e w e l s  and p e r ­
fu m es  f i l l  h e r  w i t h  e c s t a s y .  I f  she  had t h e  means  she  would l i v e  
i n  a  p a l a c e  s u r r o u n d e d  by s e r v a n t s  and f r i e n d s  who would  c o n s t a n t l y  
sh o w er  h e r  w i t h  f l a t t e r y .

Those  w ere  happy  t i m e s  f o r  S u s a n n a .  She had fo u n d  h e r  f r e e d o m  
a t  l a s t .  But  one day she  r a n  i n t o  h e r  f i r s t  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m .

H e r " b r o t h e r "  s u d d e n l y  r e b e l l e d .  He was a  man and was n o t  g o ­
i n g  t o  a l l o w  h e r  t o  m o n o p o l i z e  e v e r y  h o u r  o f  t h e  t i m e  he  was away 
f rom  w o r k .  He t o o  l i k e d  t o  d a n c e  and make f r i e n d s  and go o u t  w i t h  
p r e t t y  g i r l s .  And so t h e y  q u a r r e l l e d .  S u s a n n a  l o s t  t h e  f i g h t  and 
s u l k e d  o n r e  more  i n  some h i d d e n  c o r n e r  o f  t h a t  body t h e y  b o t h  s h a r e d  
He e n j o y e d  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  n e w l y  g a i n e d  f r e e d o m  and p l u n g e d  i n t o  
ro m an ce  and t h e n  m a r r i a g e .  Two d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  w e d d in g  he b u r i e d  
S u s a n n a .  Her  c a s k e t  was t h r e e  l a r g e  s u i t c a s e s  w h ich  were  g i v e n  t o  
t h e  S a l v a t i o n  Army. N o t h i n g  r e m a i n e d  b u t  a  memory.  He t h o u g h t  he 
h ad  k i l l e d  h e r  and  t h a t  t h e  empty s p a c e  w h ich  she  was l e a v i n g  in  
h i s  l i f e  was g o i n g  t o  be more t h a n  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  l o v e  o f  h i a  w i f e .  
But  S u s a n n a  was  f a r  f rom d e a d .  She w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e .  He 
c o u l d  n o t  p o s s i b l y  k e e p  h i s  g u a r d  up 24 h o u r s  a  d ay .  S u s a n n a  p l a y e d  
' p o s s u m  and q u i e t l y  c o u n t e d  t h e  h o u r s .  Then one day she  s t r u c k  
bac k  w i t h  f e m a l e  f e r o c i t y  and b e f o r e  he  knew w h a t  had h a p p e n e d  he
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found Susan na p u t t i n g  h i s  own w i f e ' s  w e d d in g  d r e s s  on him.

For  a  w h i l e ,  c r o s 3 - d r e s s i n g  was p a s s e d  o f f  a s  a  j o k e ,  a  g a g .  
His w i f e * 8 p u r i t a n  b a c k g r o u n d  was an i m p e n e t r a b l e  b a r r i e r  t h r o u g h  
which no amount  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n  would  s e e p .  L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  how­
e v e r  she beg an  t o  be an n o y e d  w i t h  S u s a n n a ’ s p r e s e n c e .  A few 
Hal loween d a n c e s  became t h e  l i m i t  o f  h e r  t o l e r a n c e  and s o ,  t o  
keep p e a c e  a t  home,  S u s a n n a  was f o r c e d  t o  go u n d e r g r o u n d .  Her  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  beoame e x t r e m e l y  s c a r c e  and f o r  l o n g  p e r i o d s  o f  
t ime  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t . T en ,  t w e l v e ,  y e a r s  w e n t  by u n t i l  
S u s a n n a ' s  p e n t  up e m o t i o n s  c o u l d  no l o n g e r  be r e p r e s s e d .  She was 
e a t i n g  away a t  h e r  b r o t h e r ' s  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m .  He became moro se  
i r r i t a b l e ,  mean.  F i n a l l y  S u s an n a  p u s h e d  him o u t  o f  h i e  h o u s e  and  
k e p t  him away many a  n i g h t  i n  a  n e a r b y  c i t y  w h e re  she  c o u l d  e x ­
p r e s s  h e r s e l f .  F i r s t  i t  was a  h o t e l  room,  t h e n  a m a s q u e r a d e  dance  
where  she  made a  few f r i e n d s  o f  g i r l s  l i k e  h e r s e l f  a l s o  l o c k e d  
up in  male  b o d i e s .  Some o f  them we re  n i c e  p e o p l e ,  some n o t  so 
n i c e ,  b u t  a f t e r  a l l  t h e y  we re  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  who a c c e p t e d  h e r ,  who 
d id  n o t  s m i r k ,  r i d i c u l e  o r  l a u g h .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  was n o t  t h e  i d e a l  
company f o r  S u s a n n a ,  b u t  i t  was e i t h e r  t h a t  o r  s t a y  a l o n e  in  some 
h o t e l  room.  So she  c h o s e  t h e  company a l t h o u g h  i t  m i g h t  mean to  
be l a b e l l e d  w i t h  a t a g  w hi ch  3he d i d  n o t  d e s e r v e .  I t  s h o u l d  be 
n o t e d  h e r e  t h a t  a t  no t i m e  d id  S u s a n n a  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  h e r  t w i n  
" b r o t h e r ' s "  l i f e  a s  a  p r o d u c t i v e  member o f  s o c i e t y .  She t o o k  a d ­
v a n t a g e  o f  h i s  f r e e  t i m e ,  b u t  she  was i n t e l l i g e n t  en o u g h  t o  r e a l ­
i z e  t h a t  h e r  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  d ep e n d ed  on h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  be a  good 
p r o v i d e r  and c i t i z e n .  She s t a y e d  away f rom h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t ­
i v i t i e s — s t a y i n g  c o n t e n t e d l y  on h e r  own s i d e  o f  t h e  f e n c e .  F a t e  
f i n a l l y  i n t e r v e n e d  and h e r  " b r o t h e r "  became a  w id o w e r .

Soon a f t e r  t h a t  he met  THE woman. The one he had  dreamed 
a b o u t  a l l  h i s  l i f e .  The woman who was a l l  h e a r t  and k i n d n e s s  and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g , t h e  woman who n o t  o n l y  a c c e p t e d  S u s a n n a ,  b u t  who 
s e t  t o  make c * h e r  t h e  l a d y  she  was m ean t  t o  b e ,  t h e  vToman who 
p a t i e n t l y  t a u g h t  S u s a n n a  ( a f t e r  b a p t i z i n g  h e r )  how t o  r e a l l y  l o o k  
and a c t  t h e  p a r t  o f  a woman. And so S u s a n n a  d r d p p e d  h e r  f o r m e r  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  and b a s k e d  in  t h i s  new l i f e .  She was t a k e n  e v e r y w h e r e  
by h e r  " b r o t h e r ' s "  new w i f e :  m o v i e s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  s t o r e s ,  w a l k s ,
p a r t i e s .  She l o s t  h e r  a p p r e h e n s i o n s  and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  f o u n d  
t r u e  p e a c e  and h a p p i n e s s .  And h a v i n g  f o u n d  t h e m ,  she  a n d  h e r  
" b r o t h e r ' s "  w i f e  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  b o t h  g i v e  h e l p  and o p p o r -



OUTDOORS AT



13

t u n i t i e s  f o r  h a p p i n e s s  t o  o t h e r  g i r l s  who were  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  
v e r y  same o r d e a l s  o f  l o n e l i n e s s ,  g u i l t  and m i s e r y  w h ic h  had u n d e r ­
l i n e d  S u s a n n a ’ s pf3 s t  l i f e .  So t h e y  o pened  t h e  d o o r s  o f  t h e i r  
m o u n ta in  r e s o r t  t o  a l l  TV’ s ,  and in t h e  p r o c e s s  g a i n e d  f o r  them ­
s e l v e s  warm and p r e c i o u s  f r i e n d s .

S u s an n a  t o d a y ,  a s  m os t  o f  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  THAN 3V.;- STI a know,  
h a s  even  managed t o  d a b b l e  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t i o n  
a s  an e n t e r t a i n e r  on t n *  s t a g e .  She h a s  a l s o  h e l d  e v e n i n g  j o b s  a s  
a h o s t e s s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  d e t e c t e d  and h a s  s o l v e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  
t h a t  l i f e  h a s  t h ro w n  a l o n g  h e r  p a t h .  Many o f  you w i l l  s ay  t h a t  she  
i s  l u c k y - - g r a a t e d , b u t  she  a l s o  would  l i k e  t o  l e a v e  a l l  TV’ s w i t h  
t h i s  t h o u g h t :  t h e r e ’ s n o t h i n g  you c a n n o t  do i n  l i f e  i f  you  w a n t  t o
do i t  b a d l y  enough and m o b i l i z e  a l l  y o u r  t h o u g h t s  and r e s o u r c e s  t o  
t h a t  e n d .  A TV’ s l i f e  can be t h e  h a p p i e s t  l i f e  f o r  a  human b e i n g ,  
a l w a y s  k e e p i n g  in mind t h a t  you a r e  two p e o p l e ,  two n i c e ,  d e c e n t  
p e o p l e ,  who can l e a r n  t o  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  i n  b e a u t i f u l  and m u t u a l l y  
b e n e f i c i a l  harmony  w i t h o u t  harm t o  any  o f  y o u r  f e l l o w  human b e i n g s .

And 1 would  l i k e  t o  s ay  t o  t h o s e  " a u t h o r i t i e s ” who c l a i m  TVism 
i s  j u s t  a d e s i r e ,  a  whim w h ich  can be t u r n e d  on o r  o f f  a t  w i l l ,
TVism can be a  p o w e r f u l  f o r c e ,  a  v e r i t a b l e  s t e a m r o l l e r  w h ic h  can 
sh ap e  and mould t h e  e n t i r e  l i f e  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l .  I t  can d e t e r m i n e  
y o u r  c a r e e r ,  y o u r  p r o f e s s i o n ,  i t  w i l l  sway even p a t r i o t i c  f e e l i n g s  
( e . g .  t h e  l o v e  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  y o u r  b i r t h ) ,  i t  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  
y o u r  s o c i a l  l i f e  (by t o s s i n g  a s i d e  c e r t a i n  f r i e n d s  and by a c c e p t i n g  
o t h e r s ) .  I t  w i l l  make you w i l l i n g  t o  go t h r o u g h  p a i n  ( a s  i s  t h e  
c a s e  o f  a  n o s e  r e m o d e l l e d ,  a f a c e  L i f t ,  o r  a  new s e t  o f  f e m i n i n e ­
l o o k i n g  t e e t h ) .  To f i g h t  i t  l e a d s  o n l y  t o  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  m e n t a l  im­
b a l a n c e  and u n h a p p i n e s s .  To a c c e p t  i t  g l a d l y ,  w i t h  open a r m s ,  i s  
t o  f i n d  a m e a s u r e  o f  h a p p i n e s s  w h i c h  i s  s a t i s f y i n g ,  u p l i f t i n g  and 
u n i q u e .

And so en d s  t h i s  n a r r a t i v e .

Love t o  a l l  f r om

S u s a n n a  V a l e n t i
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WondQrful Wookend

Now I t o o ,  can s a y ,  " I  was t h e r e ! M Where i s  " t h e r e ? "  Where 
e l s e  t h a n  t h e  C h e v a l i e r  d 'E o n  R e s o r t ?  Over t h e  H a l l o w e e n  weekend 
and p r i o r  t o  my t r i p  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  I a t t e n d e d  t h e  R e s o r t .  I was met 
a t  I d y l l w i l d  A i r p o r t  by E d i t h  and T e r r y ,  a  v e r y  s w e e t  t h i n g  f o r  them 
t o  d o .  They t o o k  me i n  town wh ere  I had some b u s i n e s s  t o  p e r f o r m  
a f t e r  w h i c h  I wen t  up t o  M a r i e ’ s shop wh ere  G l o r i a  and A n i t a  ( i n  
t h e i r  male  i m p e r s o n a t i o n s )  we re  w a i t i n g .  A f t e r  m e e t i n g  M ar ie  and 
m ak in g  v a r i o u s  a r r a n g e m e n t s  I was c h a u f f e u r e d  o v e r  t o  Dr .  B e n j a m i n ' s  
o f f i c e  f o r  a n i c e  b u t  t o o  b r i e f  v i s i t  and d i n n e r  w i t h  h im .  Those  of  
you who h av e  n e v e r  met  Dr .  3 e n j a m i n  have  m i s s e d  a  r e a l  t r e a t .  P e o p l e  
o f  o u r  p e r s u a s i o n  h ave  no b e t t e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f r i e n d .

A f t e r  d i n n e r ,  G l o r i a  A n i t a  and I had a  m os t  p l e a s a n t  r i d e  up t o  
t h e  r e s o r t .  We d i d n ' t  a r r i v e  t i l l  t h e  wee h o u r s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  some 
135 m i l e s  f r o m  New York and  we d i d n ' t  s t a r t  t i l l  a b o u t  8 : 3 0 .  With  
two p r e v i o u s  e a r l y  m o r n i n g s ,  I was r e a d y  f o r  bed b u t  E d i t h  was b r i n g ­
i n g  my bag  so I had n o t h i n g .  Bu t  M a r i e ,  b l e s s  h e r  s w e e t  and h e l p f u l  
h e a r t ,  came f o r w a r d  w i t h  a  n i g h t i e  and a d r e s s i n g  gown.  A l t h o u g h  
t h e  r e s t  s t a y e d  t o  a w a i t  l a t e r  a r r i v a l s  and t o  t a l k ,  I wen t  t o  b e d .

The n e x t  m o r n i n g  began  a  w ho le  new e x p e r i e n c e .  Now, I ' v e  known 
a  l o t  o f  TVs i n  my l i f e  and b ee n  t o  a  l o t  o f  p a r t i e s ,  b u t  I have
n e v e r  had  an e x p e r i e n c e  r e m o t e l y  l i k e  t h e  n e x t  2 d a y s  and a  n i g h t .
To s t a r t  o f f  w i t h ,  I wen t  t o  t h e  b a t h r o o m  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  h a l l  t o
s h a v e .  What a  s i g h t .  T h e r e  w e r e ,  K a r e n ,  A u d r e y ,  E d i t h  and a  c o u p l e
o f  o t h e r  g i r l s  a l l  s t a n d i n g  a b o u t  i n  h e e l s ,  s l i p s ,  b r a  e t c . — s h a v i n g .  
Somewhat  o f  a  s h o ck  f o r  a  moment ,  b u t  V i r g i n i a  g o t  o u t  h e r  t r u s t y  
Ronson  and S c h i c k  and j o i n e d  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  B r i s t l e s .  A f t e r  a few 
moments  t h e  n o v e l t y  was gone and t h e  who le  t h i n g  was p e r f e c t l y  r e a s ­
o n a b l e  and n a t u r a l .  Somebody f o r g o t  h e r  eyeb row  p e n c i l  and one of  
t h e  o t h e r  g i r l s  l e n t  h e r  o n e .  Someone e l s e  n e e d e d  bobby  p i n s  and 
t h e y  we re  f o r t h c o m i n g .  L a t e r  one o f  t h e  g i r l s  commented t h a t  she  had 
b o u g h t  a  p a i r  o f  h e e l s  by m a i l  and t h e y  had p r o v e n  a  l i t t l e  t o o  s m a l l .  
T h i s  was q u i c k l y  s o l v e d  when one o f  t h e  o t h e r  g i r l s  s a i d ,  "Here  t r y  
t h e s e ,  t h e y  a r e  t o o  s m a l l  f o r  me b u t  my f o o t ' s  l a r g e r  t h a n  y o u r s ! ! "
I t  w ork ed  and so someone e l s e ' s  weekend  was more c o m f o r t a b l e .
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A f t e r  b r e a k f a s t  ( w i t h  G l o r i a  o f f i c i a t i n g  a t  t h e  e g g s ) ,  E d i t h  
and I h e l p e d  w i t h  t h e  d i s h e s  and t h e n  s e t t l e d  down f o r  t h e  d a y .
The g e n e r a l  t o n e  o f  t h e  p l a c e  i s  j u s t  r e l a x a t i o n  and do wh at  you 
l i k e .  I t  i s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  j u s t  l i v i n g ,  b u t  l i v i n g  
in  c l o t h i n g  t h a t  yo u e n j o y  l i v i n g  i n .  We t a l k e d ,  l o u n g e d  a r o u n d  
in  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s b e d r o o m s ,  w en t  f o r  w a l k s — S u s a n n a  t o o k  Marge and 
Karen and V i r g i n i a  f o r  a  t o u r  o f  t h e  e s t a t e  and showed t h e  new 
s e l f  c o n t a i n e d  h o u s e  t h a t  t h e y  had s e t  up f o r  h o u s i n g  TVs d u r i n g  
t h e  summer when t o u r i s t s  a r e  r u n n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p l a c e .  The day 
p a s s e d  a l l  t o o  q u i c k l y  ( i t  d i d n ’ t  r e a l l y  g e t  s t a r t e d  t i l l  a b o u t  11 
due t o  t h e  l a t e  n i g h t  b e f o r e ) .  P e o p l e  would  d i s a p p e a r  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
and t h e n  a p p e a r  in  a n o t h e r  o u t f i t  f o r  t h e  r e s t  t o  a d m i r e  and t o  
a l l o w  s t i l l  more e x p r e s s i o n  t o  t h e  w e a r e r .

Long a b o u t  9 P.M.  t h e  g i r l s  s t a r t e d  d r i f t i n g  o f f  t o  t h e i r  
rooms t o  change  i n t o  t h e i r  e v e n i n g  c l o t h e s  f o r  t h e  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a t  
t h e  "Wigwam". T h i s  i s  an o ld  b a r n  t h a t  S u s a n n a  and t n e  o t h e r  
g i r l s  who have come t o  t h e  R e s o r t  i n  t h e  p a s t  have  made o v e r  i n t o  
a  n i c e  l i t t l e  n i g h t  c l u b  w i t h  c h a i r s ,  t a b l e s ,  b a r ,  b a l c o n y  and a 
s m a l l  s t a g e .  We s p e n t  a l o t  o f  t i m e  t a k i n g  p i c t u r e s  o f  e a c h  o t h e r  
w i t h  a l l  k i n d s  o f  c a m e r a s  and j u s t  h a v i n g  a good t im e  in  o u r  p a r t y  
c l o t h e s .  Some o f  t h e  p i c s  t a k e n  t h e r e  a r e  shown in  t h i s  i s s u e ,  
c o u r t e s y  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  g i r l s  who t o o k  and p r o v i d e d  th em .

L a t e r ,  S u s a n n a  e n t e r t a i n e d  us  w i t h  a c o u p l e  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  
danc e  n u m b ers  in  h e r  p r e t t y  S p a n i s h  c o s t u m e s .  G a i l  t o o ,  d i d  h e r  
b i t  w i t h  a c o u p l e  o f  so n g s  f o l l o w i n g  a p h o n o g r a p h  r e c o r d  o r  t a p e .
The v o i c e  of  t h e  s i n g e r  was so d i f f e r e n t  f rom w ha t  I ’ d been h e a r i n g  
coming f rom  h e r  t h r o a t  a l l  day l o n g  t h a t  I g o t  a b i g  k i c k  o u t  o f  t h e  
a c t  About  3 A.M. we a d j o u r n e d  bac k  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  o f  t h e  b i g  
h o u se  f o r  some s n a c k s  and more y a k - y a k  g i r l  t a l k  and t h e n  t o  b e d .

N ex t  m o r n i n g ,  t h e  s t o r y  was r e p e a t e d ,  b u t  t h i s  t im e  i t  was o ld  
h a t — l i k e  I ’ d been  s h a v i n g  in  n i g h t i e  and n e g l i g e e  s u r r o u n d e d  by a 
bunch  o f  o t h e r  g i r l s  in  s l i p s  and h e e l s  s i n c e  I was a c h i l d .  The 
R e m i n g t o n s ,  Sunbeams and N o r e l c o ’ s were  b u z z i n g  l i k e  a h i v e  o f  
a n g r y  b e e s ,  b u t  i t  d i d n ’ t  seem o u t  o f  p l a c e .  T h i s  was t h e  k e y n o t e  
o f  t h e  whole  e x p e r i e n c e  and t h i s  i s  wha t  I ’ d l i k e  t o  g e t  a c r o s s  t o  
t h o s e  o f  you who have  n e v e r  been t o  t h e  R e s o r t  and who may be a 
l i t t l e  f e a r f u l  t o  go— n a t u r a l n e s s ,  r e l a x a t i o n ,  p e a c e .  Here we w e r e ,  
15 o t h e r w i s e  n o r m a l  a c t i v e  men l i v i n g  and d r e s s i n g  l i k e  woman and 
v e r y  happ y  and c o m f o r t a b l e  we were  t o o .  I t  w a s n ' t  a  " sh o w " ,  a
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s p e c i a l  " s i t u a t i o n "  o r  even  a  " P a r t y " .  We we re  l i k e  any  bunch  of  
women who had gone on a  weekend t r i p  t o  some r e s o r t .  The s e c r e t  
l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w h e r e a s  an e v e n i n g  " p a r t y "  a t  s cm eo nes  house  
i s  an o c c a s i o n  t o  d r e s s  u p ,  i t s  s p e c i a l ,  and i t s  o n l y  g o i n g  t o  l a s t  
a b o u t  4 h o u r s  and t h e n  a l l  t h e  f i n e r y  comes o f f  and C i n d e r e l l a  g o e s  
b ack  t o  m op ping  f l o o r s — h e r e  i t  was l i f e  and l i v i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  WENT 
ON f o r  two d a y s  and a  n i g h t  ( j u s t  a s  you a l w a y s  w an te d  i t  t o ) .

I t o o k  a  c e n s u s  o f  t h e  15 j u s t  o u t  o f  c u r i o s i t y .  We r a n g e d  
i n  age  f r o m  23 t o  6 1 ,  and we r e p r e s e n t e d  many o c c u p a t i o n s ,  s a l e s ­
man,  m i n i s t e r ,  l a w y e r ,  c l e r k ,  c h e m i s t ,  e n g i n e e r ,  law  s t u d e n t ,  r a d i o  
c o m m e n t a t o r ,  r a i l r o a d  man,  p o s t a l  c l e r k ,  a i r l i n e  C a p t a i n ,  c o n t r a c t o r  
and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  I c a n ' t  re m e m b er .  T h e r e  were  6 C a t h o l i c s ,  6 
P r o t e s t a n t s ,  1 Jew,  and 2 A g n o s t i c s .  In  s h o r t ,  we were  a  p r e t t y  
good c r o s s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  male  p o p u l a t i o n .  I t  would  have bee n  a 
w o n d e r f u l  t h i n g  i f  some p s y c h i a t r i s t s  c o u l d  have  been t h e r e  t h a t  
w e e k e n d .  He would  have had h i s  e y e s  o p e n e d - - 1 5  men a l l  w e a r i n g  
d r e s s e s  and t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o m p l e t e  f e m i n i n e  a r r a y ,  j u s t  l i v i n g ,  
t a l k i n g ,  e a t i n g  and v i s i t i n g  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h o u t  s e x  e n t e r i n g  in  
t o  i t .  O r t h o d o x  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  j u s t  d o n ' t  have  room f o r  t h a t  s o r t  of  
t h i n g  in  t h e i r  p h i l o s o p h y .

Sunday a f t e r n o o n  we had wha t  u n d e r  o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  m i g h t  
r e a s o n a b l y  h ave  been c a l l e d  a b u l l  s e s s i o n ,  b u t  h e r e  i t  was d e f i n ­
i t e l y  a  hen s e s s i o n .  I r e v i e w e d  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  m ag az in e  and we had 
a  l o n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  l e g a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  I have  bee n  t h r o u g h *
T h e n ,  a s  i t  began  t o  g e t  c h i l l y  we a d j o u r n e d  i n s i d e  t h e  Wigwam and
t a l k e d  f o r  some t i m e  a b o u t  t h e  m e c h a n i c s  o f  f i rming  some s o r t  o f  a 
n a t i o n a l  s o r o r i t y .  (As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  one i n  
N.Y.  and one in  C a l i f .  I p l a n  t o  be a b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h e  
way o f  a  s o r o r i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  you in  TVia # 1 3 ) .  We had t o  r u s h
o u t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  t o  wave t o  F e l i c i t y  a s  she  f l e w  o v e r  i n  h e r  own
p l a n e  ( a s  John  o f  c o u r s e )  on h e r  way t o  t h e  A i r p o r t — she had had t o  
l e a v e  e a r l y  t o  r e p o r t  f o r  d u t y .  Then b ack  t o  t h e  b i g  h o u s e  f o r  
M a r i e s  w o n d e r f u l  Sunday d i n n e r .  About  8 P.M. we g o t  s t a r t e d  back 
f o r  t h e  c i t y .

I had  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  r i d i n g  back  in  S u s a n n a ' s  and M a r i e ' s  
Volksw ag on  Combi and d u r i n g  t h e  t r i p ,  S u s a n n a  r e l a t e d  t o  me e s s e n ­
t i a l l y  t h e  s t o r y  t o l d  i n  h e r  a r t i c l e  j u s t  p r o c e e d i n g  t h i s  o n e .  I 
was  b ed d e d  down f o r  t h e  n i g h t  a t  t h e i r  a p a r t m e n t  and g o t  up e a r l y ,  
b e f o r e  a n y o n e  e l s e ,  and t o o k  o f f  f o r  W a s h in g t o n  a s  r e l a t e d  i n  a n -
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o t h e r  a r t i c l e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e .

Now, I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  a  few t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h i s  w e e k e n d .  F i r s t -  
b o t h  M ar ie  and S u s a n n a  a r e  w o n d e r f u l  p e o p l e ,  p l e a s a n t ,  f r i e n d l y ,  
a l w a y s  g i v i n g  you a  h e l p i n g  hand and p r o v i d i n g  t o  TVs who a r e  s m a r t  
enough t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  i t  an u n f o r g e t a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y .  S ec ­
ond— S u s an n a  h a s  r e l a t e d  i n  an  e a r l i e r  i s s u e  o f  TVia  how so many 
w r i t e  t o  h e r  o r  t a l k  on t h e  phone a b o u t  how much t h e y  w ou ld  l i k e  
t o  go t h e  r e s o r t ,  b u t  when t h e  c h i p s  a r e  down t h e y  d o n ' t  show u p .  
T he re  a r e  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  a t  f a u l t  h e r e .  I had t h e  same t r o u b l e  
i n  L.A .  g e t t i n g  t h e  g i r l s  t o  come o u t  t o  o u r  Hose and  H e e l s  C l u b .
So many o f  you a r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  you d o n ' t  l o o k  w e l l  e n o u g h ,  you 
d o n ' t  have  t h e  r i g h t  c l o t h e s ,  you w ou ld  f e e l  f o o l i s h  i n  company 
w i t h  t h o s e  o f  more e x p e r i e n c e ,  e t c . ,  e t c .  Look! The R e s o r t  i s ­
n ' t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  ZSA ZSA G a b o rs  and M a r i l y n  M onro es  a m o n g s t  u s ;
i t  i s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i t  d o e s n ' t  r e q u i r e  a  d r e s s  by B a l m a i n ;  t h o s e
who h av e  bee n  s m a r t  en ough  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  i t  a r e  n o t  t h e r e ­
by e x p e r t s  who a r e  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  "new g i r l  a t  s c h o o l " .  In  v i ew  
o f  t h i s ,  I u r g e  t h o s e  o f  you i n  t h e  E a s t  who can  g e t  t o  t h e  r e s o r t
t o  GO TO I T .  You d o n ' t  know wh at  a  w o n d e r f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  i n
s t o r e  f o r  y o u .  The c o s t  i s  n o m i n a l ;  t h e  v a l u e  i n  a c c e p t a n c e ,  s o c ­
i a b i l i t y ,  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n ,  c o n v i v i a l i t y ,  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  
t r e m e n d o u s .

I hav e s u g g e s t e d  t o  S u s a n n a  t h a t  n e x t  summer she  l e t  e v e r y ­
one know i n  a d v a n c e  t h r u  TVia  o r  o t h e r w i s e  t h a t  c e r t a i n  w e ek en d s  
will be s p e c i a l l y  f o r  TVs.  Wi th  a d v a n c e  w a r n i n g  p l a n s  can be made,  
money saved, e x c u s e s  i n v e n t e d  and t i c k e t s  b o u g h t .  So p l e a s e ,  p l a n  
to gof i t  w i l l  do much f o r  you i n  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  y o u r s e l v e s  a s  w e l l  
ns lust p l a i n  e n j o y m e n t .  As f o r  me— I l o v e d  e v e r y  m i n u t e  o f  i t !

V i r g i n i a
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Bob fitovens ... Girl Reporter

BY BARBARA

J o i n i n g  t h e  s t a f f  o f  T r a n s v e s t i a  had been q u i t e  & t h r i l l  f o r  
me, an a c t i v e  TV. I l o v e d  r e a d i n g  t h e  l i t t l e  n o t e s  f r om t h e  ' g i r l s ’ 
a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  and t a l c i n g  an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  w h a t  I  f e l t  t o  be 
a  w o r t h w h i l e  c a u s e .  I had  even  a q u i s e d ,  when V i r g i n i a  had  i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  I c h a n g e  i n t o  f u l l  f e m a l e  a t t i r e  when I a r r i v e d  a t  work each  
d a y . . . e v e n  t o  o l d  f a s h i o n e d  c o r s e t  and f o u r  i n c h  h e e l s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  
h e r  l o g i o  was i r r e f u t a b l e .  "What would  p e o p l e  t h i n k , "  she  s a i d ,
" i f  t h e y  w a lk e d  i n t o  t h e  o f f i o e s  o f  T r a n s v e s t i a  and saw a man a l l  
d r e s s e d  up l i k e  a man?" However ,  t h i s  l a s t  b r a i n  s t o r m  o f  h e r s  
had been  a l m o s t  t o o  much.

"I  w o n ' t  do i t ,  C h a r l i e . . . e r  V i r g i n i a , "  I s t u t t e r e d .  " I  
h a v e  b ee n  o u t  i n  p u b l i c  a s  a  woman a  few t i m e s ,  b u t  I ' m  n o t  good 
enough  a t  i m p e r s o n a t i n g  t o  i n t e r v i e w  a  famous  man w h i l e  I ' m  w e a r ­
i n g  a  d r e e s .  I ' l l  n e v e r  g e t  away w i t h  i t ! "

"Yes  you w i l l ,  B a r b a r a , "  i n s i s t e d  V i r g i n i a ,  "and  b e s i d e s ,  
t h i s  i s  more t h a n  j u s t  an  i n t e r v i e w .  The o l d  man h a s  a s k e d  u s  t o  
c a l l  on him on a b u s i n e s s  m a t t e r .  Now how would  i t  l o o k  f o r  a  r e p ­
r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  "The M ag a z in e  o f  F e m i n i n i t y "  t o  show up i n  an Iv y  
L ea g u e  s u i t ? "

"No. F i r s t  a s s i g n m e n t  o r  n o t ,  I w o n ' t  g o . "

"Yes  you w i l l ,  my g i r l .  You e i t h e r  go i n t e r v i e w  him o r  you 
can t u r n  i n  y o u r  wig  and f a l s i e s  and go o u t  i n t o  t h e  c r u e l  w o r l d  o f  
men a g a i n . "

With  a t h r e a t  l i k e  t h a t  wha t  c o u l d  I do? I w e n t  on t h e  i n t e r ­
v i  ew . V i r g i n i a  had a r r a n g e d  f o r  J o h n ,  one o f  h e r  TV f r i e n d s  who 
p i l o t s  h i s  own p l a n e ,  t o  f l y  me. So t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  w e a r i n g  a 
b l u e  k n i t  d r e s s ,  w h i t e  pumps and h a t ,  and a  y e l l o w  s t r e a k  down my 
b a c k ,  I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t .

In  no t i m e ,  we w e re  a i r b o r n e ,  and John p r o v e d  t o  be a v e r y  
good p i l o t .  I n  f a c t ,  he p r o v e d  i t  by f l y i n g  down H o l lyw ood  B o u l e ­
v a r d  a t  an altitada o f  t e n  feet. She w a n te d  t o  show me a  d a r l i n g  
n e g l i g e e  i n  one o f  t h e  window s .  In  a b o u t  f o u r  h o u r s ,  we a r r i v e d
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w i th o u t  m i s h a p s ,  a t  t h e  p r i v a t e  l a n d i n g  f i e l d  o f  one o f  t h e  m o s t  
famous men i n  t h e  w o r l d .  So,  w i s h i n g  w i t h  a l l  my h e a r t  t h a t  I 
was back in  some s a f e  p l a c e ,  l i k e  t h e  A n z io  Beach H ead ,  Bob 
S te v en s ,  G i r l  R e p o r t e r ,  began h i s  c a r e e r .

John h e l p e d  me a l i g h t  f rom t h e  p l a n e ,  and  t a k i n g  my arm 
d rag g ed ,  o r  r a t h e r  e s c o r t e d  me t o  t h e  d o o r .  At  o u r  r i n g ,  t h e
door was opened by an a d o r a b l e  l i t t l e  m a i d .  She c o u l d n ' t  have
been more t h a n  t h r e e  f e e t  t a l l  and was w e a r i n g  a  r e d  n y l o n  m a i d ' s  
un i fo rm  t h a t  would  hav e made V i c k i  and E d i t h  o f  New York j u s t  
g reen !  P o o r  l i t t l e  t h i n g ,  she  must  have  had  a c o l d ,  b e c a u s e  h e r  
v o i c e  was v e r y  d e e p .  "Yes?"  she  t h u n d e r e d .

"My name i s  B a r b a r a  S t e v e n s  o f  T r a n s v e s t i a  M a g a z i n e ,  and  I , . . "

"Oh, y e s .  M is s  S t e v e n s , "  she i n t e r r u p t e d .  "Yre've been  ex ­
p e c t i n g  y o u .  W o n ' t  you come i n ?  The M a s t e r  i s  o u t  w i t h  t h e  L i v e ­
s t o c k  a t  t h e  moment,  b u t  h i s  w i f e  and s i s t e r  a r e  a w a i t i n g  .you i n
t h e  d r a w i n g  room.  J u s t  f o l l o w  me. "

John  gave  me a shov e and we f o l l o w e d  t h e  maid  i n t o  t h e  d raw­
i n g  room.  Two women were  s e a t e d  b e s i d e  a huge f i r e p l a c e .  As we 
e n t e r e d ,  t h e y  s t o o d  u p .  They were  d r e s s e d  a s  t w i n s  in  l o n g ,  r e d  
v e l v e t  h o s t e s s  gowns t r i m med  w i t h  e r m i n e .  T h e i r  h a i r  was b l e a c h e d  
a l m o s t  w h i t e  nnd was s p r i n k l e d  w i t h  g l i t t e r .  T h e i r  f i g u r e s  were  
youn g and f u l l ,  and y e t  t h e i r  f a c e s  c o u l d  h av e  been a l m o s t  any 
a g e .  T h e i r  w e lc o m in g  s m i l e s  f i l l e d  t h e  room w i t h  j o y .

"How do you do ,  M is s  S t e v e n s , "  s a i d  one o f  t h e  women, " so  
s o r r y  t h a t  my h u s b a n d  i s  n o t  h e r e  t o  m ee t  y o u .  T h i s  i s  N i k k i ,  
h i s  s i s t e r .  r / o n ' t  you s i t  down?"

A f t e r  i n t r o d u c i n g  J o h n ,  I s e t t l e d  bac k  i n t o  a c h a i r  made o f  
r e i n d e e r  a n t l e r s  and c u s h i o n e d  in  r e d  v e l v e t ,  I sm o o th ed  my s k i r t  
and f e l t  a l i t t l e  more a t  e a s e .

"Did you b r i n g  t h e  j e l l y ? "  s a i d  N i k k i .  (She m u s t  h av e  had  a 
c o l d ,  t o o . )  "We've  had so many r e q u e s t s  f o r  i t . "

"Y es ,  I d i d ,  N i k k i . "  I s a i d ,  "and  o f  c o u r s e  we w i l l  k e e p  you 
amply s u p p l i e d .  Bu t  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  p u r p o s e  f o r  my v i s i t , "  T u r n ­
i n g  t o  t h e  w i f e ,  I s a i d ,  "do you t h i n k  y o u r  h u s b a n d  would  c o n s e n t  
t o  an i n t e r v i e w  f o r  T r a n s v e s t i a  M a g a z i n e ? "



WI think he might, my husband is the most generous person in 
the world, with his time as well as with his property. But what 
in the world could a magazine like Transvestia have to do with my 
husband?"

"We think that your husband may have the answers to many 
questions. After all, he is the world's leading authority on 
children, isn't he?" I asked.

"Yes, but..."
"Well," I continued, "a lot of our readers think that trans­

vestism gets started in childhood. We would like your husband's 
opinion on that."

Nikki spoke. "I'm not sure he can answer that. He doesn't 
really see too many children in person you know, but of course, 
he gets a lot of letters...."

"Exactly," I said. "And to be perfectly honest with you, 
some of our readers even blame your brother for their transvestism."

Nikki exploded. "I deny that categorically. I never...I 
mean my brother never caused Transvestism in any boy! Why he has 
gone out of his way to see that boys didn't get dolls and dresses 
that they asked for...at least most of the time."

"Some of our readers blame him for that, too. They feel 
that they were destined to be TV's., so why shouldn't they have 
had pretty dresses as children? Your brother refused them."

"Well, now," sputtered Nikki, "I think that I..er, he has
been very careful to give dresses and dolls only to little boys
that were sure to be TV's anyway. He would never deliberately 
foster Transvestism. Not that he's against it, it's just that life 
is so difficult for a TV."

Now, I'll admit that I'm not the brightest guy in the world, 
but just because I was sixteen years old before I learned to wave 
bye-bye doesn't mean that I'm etupid. The light began to dawn.
I've seen a lot of TV's in my life. I'll admit that this one had 
me fooled for quite awhile. This beautiful oreature in the fitted 
red velvet dress was a man! And the enormity of who he was hit me
like a ton of powder puffs. I almost whispered, "You and your

. 21.
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brother »re very close, aren't youf Nikki?"
"Yes."
"As close as my b r o t h e r  and I?" I b r e a t h e d  t h r o u g h  my lipstick.
"Y es ,  Mr.  S t e v e n s . "

"Then , you a r e . . ! "

** Ye 8 , "  s a i d  t h i s  v i s i o n  o f  f e m i n i n e  l o v e l i n e s s ,  " Y es ,  I am 
Santa Claus!" I mus t  have had a fu n n y  l o o k  on my f a c e  b e c a u s e  
Santa c o n t i n u e d — "You seem s u r p r i s e d ,  Mr. S t e v e n s  . . .  a h . . . B a r b a r a , I 
mean.  And y e t  c o u l d  a n y t h i n g  be more l o g i c a l .  In  o u r  w o r l d  we 
a t t r i b u t e  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  l o v i n g ,  g i v i n g ,  g e n e r o s i t y ,  n u r t u r i n g  o f  
c h i l d r e n ,  and t m s e l f i s h n e 30 t o  women, t h o u g h  I a d m i t  t h a t  n o t  a l l  
women have such f e m i n i n e  a t t r i b u t e s " .  M r s . C l a u s  i n t e r r u p t e d ,  "The 
one p e r s o n  in  t h e  w o r ld  who b e s t  e x p r e s s e s  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  i s  my 
b e l o v e d  S a n t a . .  Once a ye; - r  he a p p e a r s  t o  t h e  w o r l d  a s  t n e  b e ­
l o v e d  S a i n t  N i c h o l a s  and shows h i s  l o v e  o f  c h i l d r e n  by h i s  t r i p s  
down t h e  c h im n ey s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  The o t h e r  364 d a y s ,  he e x p r e s s e s  
h i s  t r u e  n a t u r e  a s  a b e a u t i f u l  woman, My N i k k i . "

My head was reeling end I noticed th-jt John was also staring 
open mouthed. Fortunately, the tape recorder in my oversized purse 
was running, so we got a verbatim report on what Santa had said on 
the subject.

"I have been making my yearly trip with the reindeer for a 
long, long time", the tape recorded, "and I have Reen n lot of 
changes in the world. I'm afraid that most people forget, in the 
glare of department store windows and blatant commercialism, that 
I make that trip in celebration of a birthday. To me, the M*n 
whose birthday I celebrate w-.s the most perfect example of all that 
is good, and fine and decent. I am but a poor imitator. I wouldn't 
say that He w-< s a transvestite, in spite of his long robes, but 
rather th*t he s a normal masculine man who expressed those qual­
ities that society tod^y calls feminine. He was loving, tender, 
sentimental. He adored women as he proved many times. He raised 
the status of women by his defense of the Adultress. He gave sym­
pathy, tender care, healing ministrations to the sick. lie wanted 
to eliminate hate, war, avarice, aggressiveness. He begged us to 
appreciate beauty, to love our neighbor. In brief, h e was t h e  ul­
timate of femininity in a masculine guise. In a much lesser way,
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isn't that what the transvestite is? Doesn’t the TV also rebel 
against the restrictions of his emotions imposed upon him as a 
man? Doesn’t the TV want to be gentle, loving, kind. Doesn’t 
the TV love women, love beauty? The clothes are only symbolic. 
Because I carry within my heart the Spirit of Christmas I have 
lived many many years. You may tell the world, Barbara, that 
Santa Claus is a transvestite. In another day, yet to come, 
perhaps I will wear m e n ’s clothes if those clothes are compatable 
with what I am, but today I wear dresses because femininity is 
synonomous with all that is beautiful in the world we live in.
And perhaps the T V ’s of the world are leading the way in express­
ing more beauty in the soul of the male.”

”And I love him just as he is, ’’said the lovely Mrs. Claus, 
"because he represents all of a m a n ’s personality, not just the 
limited, so-called masculine part that society permits, presently,
a man to express.

The rest of the visit is rather hazy in my mind. I know that 
v/e saw the f&mous workshops where the dwarfs...all in  dresses.. were 
busy. I know we met Rudolph and saw the sleigh. I know we gave 
Santa the Falsie Jelly that Virginia had invented, because of his 
many requests for it from T V ' s  around the world. I remember ask- 
in/; Santa hew he accounted for the way he looked in bis popular 
pictures. "Bo, that’s easy! That long white beard i s  really a 
phony. K e e p s  n y face warm. And as for that fat figure..why 
Christmas Fve is the only night in the year that Mrs. C l ^ u s  l e t s  
me t:.ke rny corset off!” And I clearly remember Santr i  g i v i n g  me 
the doll.

"Did you ever have a doll, Barbara, when you were a little
boy?” he asked.

"No, darn it, and I asked you for one every year, too!”
"Then please, let me give you one now. I t ’s a very special 

one.” And he gave me a beautiful teen age doll with long blonde 
hair and a darling little figure.

After our reluctant farewells, I was holding that d o l l  i n  my 
arms in the plane all the way back. As John and I were d i e o u e a i n g  
our amazing adventure, the doll's hair suddenly came off in my 
hands. Looking down, I saw that it was a wig, and under the blonde
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wig was more hair on the doll1® hard styled in a boy*a crew cut. 
Curious, I opened the blouse of the doll's evening gown. Yes, 
just as I suspected,.•.Palsies!

And of course, I remember my last words to John before I 
fell asleep in the plane. "You know, John, I wish that I could 
have stayed with Santa and let him give me away for Christmas."

"What do you mean, give you away?"
"Well, by profession I am a disc jockey— I spin records for 

a living. Surely Santa must know a beautiful girl somewhere who 
would like that for Christmas— a combination record player and TV."
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A Christmas Story

BY JOANNE

The stock ©levator was busy, so Jack Langley took a cus­
tomer car and stepped well back as a crowd of women swirled in 
like a quick gust of winter wind. The door closed with a hueh 
and the oar whirred upward, wafted on its own cloud of musky fur 
and cosmetic odors, the rustle of impatient silk a soft counter­
point to the elevator's electrical hum. "Four", the operator 
said. The doors hissed open and there was a polite crush of 
paper wrappings and the murmur of sibilant apology as several 
women pushed out. "Corsetry", the operator announced. She stood 
abreast of the open doors, her beige linen uniform and her almost 
military stance serving only to emphasize her girlishness. 
"Brassiere bar", she said. Jack Langley pushed out of the oar 
and smiled at the girl. She sucked in her cheeks holding back 
the faintly self-conscious laugh of greeting. "Robes, nightwear, 
lingerie". Her full lips gave a heavy liquid presence to the 
words. They seemed to hang in the steamy atmosphere after the 
doors had clicked shut behind him.

He turned left and walked rapidly between the heavily laden 
counters topped with Christmas decorations. He stepped agilely 
through the undulating crowds of women shoppers, past the fragile 
cases of delicately draped lingerie, and toward a distant ex­
ecutive door. Subdued conversation mingled with the tinkle of 
Christmas bells, and the small giggle of busy cash registers filled 
the heady holiday air.

As Jack approached the door it opened to emit a girl carry­
ing a file of advertising copy beneath her arm and a white satin 
corselette rolled losely in her hand. "Hi, Jack", she said. She 
tipped the corselette in greeting. The satin glistened in the 
subdued light and the six garters leaped against their elastic re­
straints sending out silvered shards of light. Jaok smiled at the 
girl and nodded ae he pasted her. He paused briefly in the door­
way, knooked lightly, then entered the small but elaborate office.

The woman at the desk looked up with a smile, She motioned 
him to a ohair near her and watched him carefully as he sat. She
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was tall— as tall as he— and quite beautiful. And Nancy Morgan 
possessed a regal presence that was an intregal part of her beaut 
It was this magnificent presence of hers, Jack Langley knew, cou­
pled with an outstanding competence that had sped her so rapidly 
from assistant buyer to head of the department and which, it was 
rumored, was to give her a vice-presidency for a Christmas pres­
ent. A distant person, yet a warm one, she was his superior and 
they worked well together. He had been, for some years, the co­
ordinator of all corset and lingerie stock.

"How's everything downstairs, Jack? Are we going to be in 
good shape for the holidays?"

"Fine shape. I haven't failed you yet, have I?"
"No", she laughed. "If everyone was as dependable as you— " 

her voice lagged speculatively.
"Things kind of rough up here, Nancy?"
"Aren't they always at this time of year!" She put her 

faoe in her hands in a quickly symbolic motion of weariness.
"JLnd there just isn't enough help. It's more than just a problem 
this year". She picked up a pencil and began to tap it against 
her teeth in a nervous fashion that was quite unlike her. "That's 
why.I called you up here".

They had been friends for years, but, curiously, no more 
than that. Jack felt a need for her, a distinct man to woman att­
raction, yet there was more unexpressed. He might have described 
it as the affeotion of best girl friends had he ever allowed him­
self to think about it. "If there's anything I can do", he said. 
"We have our holiday rush in stock before it ever starts up here 
so I'm more or less free".

"I know". She looked at him with a long appraising stare.
He had seen it before. It was, in fact, that very stare which 
had In the past forestalled on his part any confession of emotion 
and advanoeto more confident companionship— or more. It was an 
effective thing on her part, she used her eye a like a sword. 
"You're very good in undies”, she said. "Yo\* know more about 
fashions than moat women, more than any of the clerks, and some 
of them have been here quite awhile, almost more than I do. I 
sometimes think you should have been a girl".
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J a c k  LhOigley f e l t  denuded beneath her stare and hie face tin­
g l e d  a t  h e r  w o r d s .  H i s  /¿and went  to the buttons on hie shirt in 
an i n s t i n c t i v e  m o t io n  t h a t  s e r v e d  only to corroborate her words, 
t o  l e n d  them a v a l i d i t y  he d i d  n o t  w i s h  to have publicly expressed. 
" I ' m  a f r a i d ” , he s a i d  n e r v o u s l y ,  " t h a t  I wouldn't look much like a 
g i r l " .

" I  d i s a g r e e “ , she  s a i d .  " T h a t  v e r y  s t a t e m e n t  was g i r l i s h .
Most  men would  have  s a i d  s o m e t h i n g  quite different, a typically 
m a s c u l i n e  and a g g r e s s i v e  statement. You didn't. You made a 
s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t  how you might l o o k ,  that's typically feminine".

He f e l t  mocked s u d d e n l y  and v a g u e l y  a n g r y .  He did not feel 
i m p e l l e d  t o  a r g u e ,  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  of the rapier etare she had 
t r a i n e d  on h im ,  y e t  he w a n te d  t o  l a s h  o u t— to scratch at her face 
or p u l l  h e r  h a i r .  And kno w in g  t h i s ,  he knew that she  was right.
"Loo k,  M is s  M or gan— " he b e g a n .

"Oh, J a c k .  S to p !  L e t ' s  n o t  h a v e  any  o f  t h i s  MISS MORGAN 
b u s i n e s s ,  p l e a s e !  I w a n t— " h e r  v o i c e  f a l t e r e d  w i t h  a n o t  yet 
f a m i l i a r  e m o t i o n .  " P e r h a p s  I  beg an  i n  t h e  wrong  way.  I f e e l  as 
t h o u g h  I ’ve i n s u l t e d  y o u .  J a c k ,  I ' v e  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  we were  close 
somehow. I c a l l e d  you up h e r e  b e c a u s e  I n e e d  y o u r  h e l p .  I'm in  
a  r e a l  s p o t " .

She was Nancy gain and he warmed to her quickly. "Of course,"
he s a i d .  " T e l l  me wh at  you w a n t " .

She t o o k  a  deep  b r e a t h .  "I assume you know all about the
s t o r e ' s  C h r i s t m a s  c h a r i t i e s " .

"You mean s e n d i n g  t h e  S a n t a  Claus from each department around 
on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - fourth w i t h  gifts from that depart­
m e n t .  I t ' s  become q u i t e  a t r a d i t i o n  o v e r  the years".

"And our S a n t a  g o e s  to the Erna Jenkins home for unwed mothers 
w i t h  a  s a c k  of l i n g e r i e .  I t  happens to be THE favorite charity, 
the h a l l m a r k  i f  you want to call it that, of the store's Christmas
t r a d i t i o n " .

"Wronged g i r l s  or wayward ones depending on your point o f  
view".

Nancy Morgan laughed nervously. "Anyway, we just don't have 
a Santa to send this year. We're short by over a dozen sales
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people now. The a j e n ó l e s  a r e  s i m p l y  no  h e l p  a t  a l l .  The f l u  i s  
go ing  a r o u n d  a g a i n — I s u p p o s e  we h av e  t h a t  t o  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  on 
Christmas e v e .  I ' v e  c a l l e d  e v e r y  model  in  town and THINKING seems 
to  be c o m p l e t e l y  beyond them ! And— "

"N ancy ,  y o u ’r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  t a l k  t o o  f a s t .  Calm down. We 
can c e r t a i n l y  work s o m e t h i n g  o u t ” .

" I ' m  s o r r y .  I am j i t t e r y ,  I g u e s s .  We hav e  t o  do some­
t h i n g ,  th o u g h .  T h i s  i s  o n l y  one a f t e r n o o n ,  b u t  i t ' s  p r o b a b l y  
one o f  th e  most i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h e  y e a r .  Two o f  t h e  b o a r d  members  
a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l a t e  E r n a  J e n k i n s  and I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  
s t o r e  c o n t r i b u t e s  q u i t e  a  b i t  t o  t h e  u p k e e p  o f  t h e  home. T h e r e ' s  
an e x e c u t i v e  p a r t y  on t h e  t w e n t y - f o u r t h  a n d — J a c k ,  I ' l l  be f r a n k  
w i t h  y o u .  T h e r e ' s  a v i c e - p r e s i d e n c y  w a i t i n g  f o r  me a t  t h a t  p a r t y  
and I j u s t  c a n ' t  t a k e  a  c h a n c e  on a n y t h i n g  g o i n g  w r o n g " .

"How a b o u t  a  s e c r e t a r y " ?

" T h e y ' r e  i m p o s s i b l e " .

" W e l l ,  someone f rom a n o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t .  A man S a n t a " .

" T h a t ' s  o u t .  I c a l l e d  Mrs .  P r i t c h e t t ,  t h e  c a r e t a k e r ,  a g a i n  
t h i s  m o r n i n g  on t h e  o f f  c h a n c e  and she t o l d  me t h a t  no man h a s  
e v e r  s e t  f o o t  i n  t h e  s a c r e d -----w e l l ,  you know t h e  t y p e " .

"Oh, one o f  t h o s e ! "

" I t  h a s  t o  be a g i r l ,  J a c k .  And a good l o o k i n g  o n e ,  t h a t ' s  
p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n ,  t o o .  And, someone f a m i l i a r  w i t h  l i n g e r i e ,  
someone who can g i v e  o u t  t h e  g i f t s  a s  t h o u g h  she  was a l i n g e r i e  
S a n t a  C l a u s  a l l  y e a r  l o n g " .

"I  d o n ' t  know wha t  t o  s u g g e s t ,  N a n c y " .  Even a s  he s a i d  t h e  
w o r d s ,  J a c k  L a n g l e y  knew t h a t  t h e y  were  m e a n i n g l e s s ,  knew t h a t  t h e  
s u g g e s t i o n  had a l r e a d y  bee n  made and had bee n  made,  m o r e o v e r ,  by 
h i m e e l f i n  a  t h o u s a n d  s u b t l e  w a y s .  D e s p i t e  h i m s e l f ,  he r e d d e n e d  
p e r c e p t i b l y  when she a s k e d  him.

" W i l l  you  be t h e  S a n ta  f o r  c o r s e t s  and l i n g e r i e ”? she  s a i d .

The room was s u d d e n l y  v e r y  warm. He was a b r u p t l y  c o n s c i o u s  
o f  h e r  a s  a f e m i n i n e  p r e s e n c e ;  he was  c o n s c i o u s  o f  h e r  c l o t h e s ,  
th e  t r i m  l i n e  o f  h e r  s u i t ,  t h e  s h a r p  t a i l o r i n g  o f  h e r  c r e p e  b l o u s e  
and o f  h e r  m e t i c u l o u s  makeup .  He f e l t  d r a b  and n a k e d  by t h e
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i n e v i t a b l e  c o m p a r i s o n .  From t h e  s t r e e t  f a r  b e lo w  t h e  f a i n t  
s o u n d  o f  C h r i e t m a a  t r a f f i c  f i l t e r e d  upward  t h r o u g h  t h e  g r a y  
snow.  " A l l r i g h t " ,  he s a i d  s o f t l y .  " I f  i t ' s  t h a t  i m p o r t a n t ,  
N a n c y " .  H ie  c h e e k s  w ere  f l a m i n g  now.  He c o u l d  n o t  l o o k  a t  
h e r .

She came a r o u n d  t h e  d e s k  q u i c k l y  and s t o o d  b e h i n d  him 
g r i p p i n g  h i s  s h o u l d e r s  t o  i m p a r t  some o f  h e r  s t r e n g t h ,  t o  
h e l p  h im a s  he s o u g h t  t o  c o n t r o l  an e r r a n t  e m o t i o n .  " J a c k ,  
y o u ' r e  g o o d .  T h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  a  dream t o  r u n  w i t h  p e o p l e  
l i k e  yo u in  i t .  Y o u ' r e  q u i c k  and  you h av e  a  d e c i d e d  f l a i r  f o r  
f a s h i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  l i n g e r i e .  I n e e d  you b a d l y ,  J a c k " .

" I t ' s  a l l r i g h t , "  he  s a i d  a g a i n .  " I f  you  t h i n k  we can 
make t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n " .

"We c a n " ,  she  s i g h e d .  " I ' v e  w a tc h e d  y o u .  Y o u ' r e  s l i m ,  
a l m o s t  e x a c t l y  my s i z e ,  y o u r  v o i c e  i s  s o f t ,  k i n d .  Most  im­
p o r t a n t l y ,  J a c k ,  I know t h a t  you  know enough  t o  do i t  and do 
i t  w e l l " .

" I  d o n ' t  even  know whe re  t o  b e g i n " .

" I  d o " ,  she  s a i d .  " I  t h i n k  I  h a v e  i t  a l l  a r r a n g e d " .

They had  l e s s  t h a n  & week t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  S a n t a  C l a u s  
m a s q u e r a d e ,  b u t  J a c k  was more t h a n  n a t u r a l l y  a d e p t  a t  f e m i n i n ­
i t y -  -much m o r e .  I t  was f r e q u e n t l y  l a t e ,  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  s t o r e  
had c l o s e d ,  when t h e y  w e a r i l y  d r a n k  c o f f e e  i n  N a n c y ' s  a p a r t ­
m en t  i n  h u r r i e d  r e s p i t e  f rom t h e i r  l o n g  h o u r s .  T h e n ,  w h i l e  
Nancy Morgan l a i d  o u t  h i s  c l o t h i n g ,  he would  sh o w er  and d u s t  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  a s c e n t e d  p o w d e r ,  m ak ing  a c l o u d  f rom w h ich  he 
s t e p p e d  s h a v e n  and s m o o t h l y  w h i t e ,  t r e m b l i n g  in  t h e  p r i s t i n e  
p i n k  p a n t i e s  w i t h  w hi ch  Nancy began  t h e  l e s s o n .  She p ad d ed  
him a d e q u a t e l y  and c o r s e t e d  him t i g h t l y  and made him w a lk  a b o u t  
t h e  a p a r t m e n t  t o  g e t  t h e  f e e l  and b a l a n c e  o f  h e e l s ,  t o  a c c ­
u s t o m  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  d e l i c i o u s  sway and t u g  o f  e l a s t i c .  She 
s c r u p u l o u s l y  c o r r e c t e d  h i s  e v e r y  m o t i o n  u n t i l  e a c h  t u r n  o f  t h e  
w r i s t  and e a c h  d e l i c a t e l y  a r c h e d  s t e p  was e x a c t l y  and  e x q u i s ­
i t e l y  f e m i n i n e .  She made up h i s  f a o e  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  w ays ,  ex ­
p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  d r a m a t i c  l i p s t i c k s  and  e y e s h a d o w s .  She d e ­
c i d e d  a t  l a s t  on a  b r u n e t t e  scheme and  s e c u r e d  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  a 
s h o u l d e r  l e n g t h  h a i r p i e c e  whioh  s w i r l e d  d a r k l y  a b o u t  Jack's
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s m o o t h ly  p a i n t e d  f a c e .  Hi* f u l l  and d e e p l y  r e d  l i p *  were  i n  
e x c e l l e n t  c o n t r a * t  t o  h i s  l u m i n o u e  d a r k  e y e * .  They w ere  b o t h  
amazed at h i *  f a c e .  He had become a p a t r i c i a n  and M e d i t e r r a n e a n  
b e a u t y  w i t h  a r i c h l y  s e n * u o u *  v o i c e .

The o o s tu m e  f o r  t h e  g i r l  S a n t a  C lau *  was a l t e r e d  t o  N a n c y ' s  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  I t  wa* o f  dee p  r e d  * a t i n ,  s l i m l y  c u t  and t r im m e d  
in  f l u f f y  w h i t e  f u r .  The s k i  p a n t *  f i t t e d  n a r r o w l y  i n t o  s l e e k  
l i t t l e  b o o t s .  The j a c k e t  f a s t e n e d  w i t h  l i t t l e  b e l l s  and had 
m i t t e n s  and a  h o o d ,  b o t h  i m p o s s i b l y  f e m i n i n e ,  f a s t e n e d  t o  i t .
The t o t a l  o u t f i t  c o n v e y e d  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  f e m i n i n i t y  i n  a C h r i s t ­
mas m o t i f  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  way a r o u n d  and l o o k e d  l i k e  t h e  
December  l e a f  o f  t h o s e  c a l e n d a r s  w h i c h  u s e d  t o  h a n g  in  i n c o n ­
g r u o u s  s p l e n d o r  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  an i c e  and c o a l  j o b b e r  o r  a  co u n ­
t r y  f e e d  s t o r e .  Nancy Morgan was q u i t e  p r o u d  o f  h e r  a c h i e v e m e n t .

The a f t e r n o o n  snow f e l l  h e a v i l y  on C h r i s t m a s  eve  and J a c k  
s t o o d  a t  t h e  window p e e r i n g  o u t  a t  t h e  w h i t e  w h i r l i n g  day and 
n e r v o u s l y  r u n n i n g  h i s  g l e a m i n g  r e d  n a i l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  f u r  a t  h i s  
o u f f s .  A dim r e f l e c t i o n  l o o k e d  b ac k  a t  him t h r o u g h  t h e  window 
s m i l i n g  and r e c e e d i n g  by t u r n s .  She b e c k o n e d  h im ,  a  d a r k  and e l ­
a b o r a t e l y  p a i n t e d  s e d u c t r e s s  w i t h  ebony smooth  h a i r  f r am ed  in  
w h i t e  f u r .  An i n n e r  v o i c e  spok e w ords  b u t  d i m ly  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
f rom t h e  w i n d ' s  sudden  h o w l .  " S o " ,  t h e  r e f l e c t e d  g i r l  seemed t o  
s a y ,  " t h i s  i s  wha t  y o u ' r e  r e a l l y  l i k e ?  No wo nder  you s t a y e d  in  
l i n g e r i e  so l o n g ,  b u t  t h e n - - w e  knew i t  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  DIDN'T we?" 
The f i g u r e  s m i r k e d  p r e t t i l y  and d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  snow.

J a c k  t u r n e d  f rom t h e  window f e e l i n g  t h e  smoo th  p r e s s u r e  o f  
t h e  b r a  and g i r d l e  s s  t h e y  g e n t l y  p u l l e d  a t  h i s  s k i n .  Nancy en ­
t e r e d  t h e  room d r a w i n g  on h e r  l o n g  k i d  g l o v e s .  She l o o k e d  a t  
J a c k  c r i t i c a l l y .  "You make a l o v e l y  S a n t a " ,  she  s a i d .

J a c k  f e l t  t h e  q u i c k  c o l o r i n g  o f  h i s  c h e e k s  b e n e a t h  h e r  c o l d  
and f a m i l i a r  s t a r e  o f  a p p r a i s a l .  B u t  he d i d  n o t  g l a n c e  n e r v o u s l y  
away a s  he had so o f t e n  i n  t h e  p a s t .  He wet  h i s  l i p s  and d e l i b ­
e r a t e l y ,  in  an i d l e  and  d i s t i n c t l y  f e m i n i n e  f a s h i o n ,  f l u f f e d  t h e  
h a i r  a l o n g  h i e  n e o k .  "Am I r e a l l y  b e a u t i f u l ? "  he  a s k e d  i n  a 
t h r o a t y  c o n t r a l t o .

I t  was Nancy M o r g a n ' s  t u r n  t o  r e d d e n ,  and l o o k  away.  "We'd 
b e t t e r  g o " ,  she  s a i d .  " T h a t  s t o r e  w i l l  be a  m a d h o u s e . . . .  and t h e  
p a r t y !  Did I f o r g e t  a n y t h i n g  ?"
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" i f  you d o n ' t  g e t  by t o  p i c k  me up— * J a c k  b e g a n .

" Y es ,  I ' l l  p r o b a b l y  be l a t e .  W e l l ,  t a k e  a cab and come h e r e .  
Then f i x  y o u r s e l f  a d r i n k  u n t i l  I come.  Than I ' l l  wan t  t o  h e a r
a l l  a b o u t  i t " - .

" I  h e s i t a t e  t o  a s k  t h i s  b u t  wha t  i f .  . . ? "  he p a u s e d .  Y es ,  
wha t  i f  t h e  s u r g i n g  warmth of  g i r l i s h n e s s  and f e m i n i n i t y  was n o t  
r e a l  b u t  o n l y  h o p e f u l  i m a g i n a t i o n .  What i f  he we re  fo u n d  o u t !
What would  h a p p e n  t h e n  t o  Nancy? They were mad t o  t r y  s o m e t h i n g  
l i k e  t h i s !

’’J a c k  L a n g l e y  y o u ' r e  d o i n g  m a g n i f i c e n t l y . I f  you knew how 
r e a l l y  l o v e l y  you l o o k e d  you w o u l d n ' t  w o r r y  a t  a l l .  I ' m  n o t  
w o r r i e d ” . She l e d  him from t h e  a p a r t m e n t  and t h r o u g h  t h e  snow t o  
h e r  c a r ,  and i n  a few moments t h e y  we re  r o l l i n g  up t h e  d r i v e w a y  o f  
t h e  dene o v e r  e s t a t e  t h a t  was t h e  E r n a  J e n k i n s  home.  Nancy s t o p ­
ped o n l y  a moment t o  l e t  J a c k — J oan  Lang now— o u t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
l a r g e  d o o r s ,  t h e n  d r o v e  o f f  w i t h  a h u r r i e d  "good l u c k "  and t h e  
c o n d e n s a t e  f rom h e r  e x h a u s t  w i s p i n g  upward in  t h e  w i n t e r  a i r .

J o an  c a r r i e d  h e r  s m a l l  p ack  up t h e  wide  s t e p s  and a s  she  
r e a c h e d  t h e  t o p  a  b u s t l i n g  g r a y  h a i r e d  woman came t h r o u g h  t h e  d o o r s  
t o  m ee t  h e r .  " W e l l ,  w e l l " ,  she  s a i d ,  " i f  i t  i s n ' t  o u r  S a n t a  C l a u s .  
I t h o u g h t  I h e a r d  a c a r .  My, b u t  you l o o k  s w e e t .  H e r e ,  my d e a r ,
l e t  me h e l p  you w i t h  y o u r  s a c k " .

"Thank y o u " ,  J o a n  s a i d .  " I  hope I ’m n o t  l a t e " .  And privately 
she  ho ped  h e r  v o i c e  was a s  s w e e t l y  c o n v i n c i n g  a s  she  f e l t  it to b e .

" Y o u ' r e  i n  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e ,  my d e a r .  My, b u t  I c a n ' t  t h a n k  y o u r  
s t o r e  en o u g h .  They a r e  so w o n d e r f u l  t o  u s  a t  C h r i s t m a s t i m e — oh,  
r i g h t  t h i s  way,  my d e a r .  Why, when I t h i n k  o f  w ha t  t h e s e  p o o r  
g i r l s  go t h r o u g h — w e l l ,  i t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  w o n d e r f u l  o f  y o u .  I t  c e r ­
t a i n l y  i s " .

"Thank y o u ,  m a 'm " ,  Joan s a i d .

"Oh, l a n d s ,  j u s t  c a l l  a» M rs .  P r i t c h e t t " .  She h u r r i e d  ahead 
o f  J o a n ,  l e a d i n g  t h e  way t o w a r d  a l a r g e  room d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  holly 
w r e a t h e s  and c a n d l e s .  "My, b u t  you make a lovely Santa. Every 
y e a r  we g e t  a  g i r l  more b e a u t i f u l  t h a n  the one before. Your store 
c e r t a i n l y  h a s  l o v e l y  g i r l s .  And i t ' s  so n i c e  o f  them t o  do this. 
Why, i f  you knew w ha t  t h e s e  p o o r  wrong ed  g i r l s  have been through-- 
b u t  t h i s  i s  C h r i s t m a s ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  Let's d o n ' t  t a l k  about such s a d
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t h i n g s .  I t * 8 g o i n g  t o  bo s u c h  a  l o v e l y  C h r i s t m a s ” .

Jo an  f o l l o w e d  Mrs .  P r i c h e t t  i n t o  t h e  ro om ,  t a k i n g  s h o r t  and 
t i g h t l y  g i r d l e d  s t e p s  and f e e l i n g  f u l l y  an d  h a p p i l y  f e m a l e  know­
i n g  t h a t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  was g o i n g  t o  be a s u c c e s s .

The p a r t y  was a s  f e s t i v e  a s  s u ch  an e v e n t  c o u l d  b e .  The 
g i r l s  were  m o s t l y  q u i t e  you n g  and a c t e d  b r a v e l y  o y n i c a l  a t  f i r s t ,  
j o i n i n g  a p a t h e t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  s i n g i n g ,  and a s  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  and 
the  h o l i d a y  s p i r i t  ev o k ed  m em o r i e s  o f  a n o t h e r  and  h a p p i e r  C h r i s t ­
mas t h e y  became t e a r f u l l y  i n v o l v e d .  Most  o f  them r e m a r k e d  t o  
Jean a b o u t  how l o v e l y  she  was and t h e y  s t a r e d  a t  h e r  b e d a z z l e d  by 
h e r  f e m i n i n i t y .  They s i p p e d  t e a  and a t e  c a k e  w h ich  Mrs .  P r i c h e t t  
o a l l e d  " s i m p l y  d i v i n e ,  my d e a r s ” and  a f t e r  d a r k n e s s  h ad  f a l l e n ,  
Joan s t o o d  a t  t h e  hea d  o f  a  l o n g  t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e  
r e f l e c t i n g  b r i l l i a n t s  f rom t h e  r e d  s a t i n  s t r e t c h e d  t i g h t l y  o v e r  
h e r  f u l l  b r e a s t s  and p a s s e d  o u t  t h e  g i f t s .

They were  s e t s  m o s t l y ,  s l i p s  and h a l f  s l i p s ,  some gowns and 
r o b e s .  The g i r l s  h e l d  them up c h a t t e r i n g  h a p p i l y  and s t a r e d  a t  
t h e i r  s h i n i n g  n e w n e s s ,  y e a r n i n g  f o r  t h e  day when t h e y  m i g h t  f i n -  
a l l y  wear  them.

With  t h e  muted m u s io  o f  r e c o r d e d  c h i m e s  t h e  p a r t y  came t o  an 
end.  J oan  g l a n c e d  a t  t h e  c l o c k  and s a i d  t h a t  she  would  " s i m p l y  
have t o  d a s h " .  The g i r l s  s i g h e d  g o o d b y s  and M er ry  C h r i s t m a s e s  
and Mrs .  P r i c h e t t  i n  a  s how er  o f  t e a r s  and oh my* f o l l o w e d  J o a n  
to  t h e  d o o r  and waved t o  h e r  a s  she  w a lk e d  down t h e  s t e p s  and 
c l im b e d  i n t o  t h e  w a i t i n g  t a x i .  The d r i v e r  made g a r u l o u s  r e m a r k s  
a b o u t  J o a n * s  b e i n g  t h e  " b e s t  l o o k i n '  S a n t a  I  s e e n  d i s  y e a r "  and 
she s a t  t e a r i l y  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  c a b ,  won o v e r  a t  l a s t  t o  
t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .

She p a i d  t h e  d r i v e r  and h u r r i e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s w i r l i n g  snow t o  
t h e  a p a r t m e n t  d o o r  h o l d i n g  h e r  now empty s a c k  up b e f o r e  h e r  f a c e  
a s  a wind s h i e l d .  K i c k i n g  d a i n t l y  sh e  shook  t h e  snow fr om h e r  
b o o t s  and e n t e r e d .  She l e t  h e r s e l f  i n t o  Nancy M o r g a n ' s  a p a r t m e n t  
and l e a n e d  bac k  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l  s i g h i n g .

"From t h e  way you l o o k  I ' d  s a y  i t  was a  s u c c e s s " .  Nancy  
s m i l e d  a t  h e r  f rom a c o r n e r  o f  t h e  c o u c h .

" 0 h M, J o an  s a i d ,  s t a r t l e d ,  " I  d i d n ' t  know you w e re  home".
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" I  h a d n ' t  p l a n n i d  on b e i n g  home e a r l y — a t  l e a s t ,  n o t  a t  
f i r s t ” .

" W e l l ,  how d i d  i t  g o " ?

" T h a t ' s  ray q u e s t i o n ” .

" I t  c o u l d n ' t  h av e  bee n b e t t e r .  I ' m  a g i r l — a r e a l  g i r l !
And y o u ?"

"We1 1 . . . t h e  s t o r e  was a  m a d h o u s e " .

" T h a t ' s  n o t  wha t  I m ean " .

Nancy s m i l e d  i m p i s h l y .  " I ' m  a v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  now,  i s  t h a t  
wha t  you mean?"

"Oh,  N a n cy ,  t h a t ' s  s i m p l y  m a r v e l o u s ?  I ' m  t h r i l l e d  f o r  y o u . "  
I m p u l s i v e l y  Joan  w a lk e d  o v e r  and g ave  t h e  o t h e r  g i r l  a  k i s s — an 
a f f e c t i o n a t e  s i s t e r l y  k i s s .

Nancy Morgan l o o k e d  u p ,  h a p p i l y  s u r p r i s e d .  T h e r e  was a q u i c k  
f l i c k e r  o f  t h a t  a p p r a i s i n g  s t a r e  she  u s e d  so o f t e n .  Then s h e  
t u r n e d  away and s a i d ,  "Take o f f  t h a t  S a n t a  c o s t u m e ,  J o a n .  I ' l l  
b r i n g  yo u  a r o b e . "  Joan  f o l d e d  t h e  co s tu m e  and s l i p p e d  i n t o  t h e  
f l o w e r e d  s i l k  r o b e  and t h e  y e l l o w  h i g h  h e e l e d  s l i p p e r s  Nancy b r o u g h t  
f rom t h e  b ed r o o m .  Nancy l e d  Joan  t o  a s e a t  b e s i d e  h e r  on t h e  
c o u c h .  " H e r e , "  she  s a i d .  "Look a t  t h e  l i g h t .  I ' v e  g o t  t o  f i x  
y o u r  e y e s .  Y o u 'v e  bee n  c r y i n g ,  you s i l l y . "

" I t ' s  C h r i s t m a s , "  Joan  s a i d ,  "And t h o s e  p o o r  g i r l s - - "  T h e r e  
was a  l o n g  s i l e n c e  in  t h e  room.  F i n a l l y ,  J o an  a d j u s t e d  t h e  f o l d s  
o f  h e r  r o b e  w i t h  a s i b i l a n t  t u c k i n g  and s m o o t h i n g .  " I  want  t o  
a s k  you s o m e t h i n g ,  Nancy .  S o m e t h in g  I ' v e  a l w a y s  w o n d e red  a b o u t . "

"Yes?"

" S o m e t i m e s . . . s o m e t i m e s  you s t a r e  a t  me a s  t h o u g h  y o u ' r e  t r y ­
i n g  t o  g u e s s  s o m e t h i n g  o r  t o — "

"No, I s t a r e  a t  J ac k  L a n g l e y  t h a t  way.  I a l w a y s  h a v e . "

" I ' v e  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d ,  Nancy .  I  u s e d  t o  t h i n k  s o m e t h i n g  was 
w r o n g . "

"No, n o t h i n g  was e v e r  w ro n g .  I t ' s  j u s t — " She s n a p p e d  t h e
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cap on t h e  eye shadow.  "— t h a t  I u s e d  t o  w o n d e r  a b o u t  J a c k  
L a n g l e y ,  Wi th  h i s  a b i l i t y  he c o u l d  h av e  had a p o s i t i o n  e q u a l  
t o  mine i n  a n o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t  and  y e t — I s t a r t e d  t o  m e n t i o n  
t h i s  l a s t  week— h e ,  y o u ,  s t a y  i n  u n d i e s .  Why?" J o an  r a n  h e r  
t o n g u e  n e r v o u s l y  o v e r  h e r  s c a r l e t  l i p s  t a s t i n g  t h e  r i c h  f l a v o r  
o f  t h e  p a i n t .  "You do l i k e  u n d i e s ,  d o n ' t  you?*  Nancy a s k e d .
"What I ' v e  been  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  a l l  a l o n g ,  I t h i n k ,  m i g h t  be 
summed up by a s k i n g  you i f  y o u ' l l  a c c e p t  a  g i f t  I b o u g h t  f o r  y o u .
I want  t o  know i f  i t ' s  a p p r o p r i a t e  o r  n o t . "  She r e a c h e d  b e h i n d  
h e r  and  p i c k e d  up an e l e g a n t l y  w r a p p ed  box t i e d  w i t h  a l a r g e  
p i n k  bow. She h a n d e d  i t  t o  J e a n .

A s m a l l  c a r d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  box s a i d  s i m p l y :  M er ry
C h r i s t m a s ,  J o a n .

"N an cy ,  you s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e ! "

" Y o u 'v e  been so g o o d ,  J o a n .  Open i t . "

S l o w l y ,  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  and  t r e p i d a t i o n  i n  a  c u r i o u s  em o t ­
i o n a l  m a r r i a g e ,  Joan  o p en ed  t h e  g i f t .  The r i b b o n  f e l l  away w i t h  
a s o f t  s w i s h  and she  knew even  a s  she  s l i p p e d  t h e  t o p  f rom t h e  
box wh at  was n e s t l e d  b e n e a t h  t h e  s o f t  t i s s u e .  Her e y e s  dimmed a s  
she/ c a u g h t  t h e  f l a s h  o f  hea v y  w h i t e  s a t i n ,  f e l t  t h e  d e l i c a t e  f r e t ­
work o f  e x p e n s i v e  l a c e .  "N ancy ,  I ' m . . I ' m  g o i n g  t o  r u i n  my makeup 
a g a i n !  ■

" W e l l ,  J o a n ,  i s  t h i s  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  g i f t  f o r  J a c k  L a n g l e y ?
I f  n o t — "

"Oh, y e s ,  d a r l i n g ?  I l o v e  i t ! "  Joan  h e l d  t h e  gown up b e f o r e  
h e r  and p r e s s e d  t h e  r i c h  f a b r i c  t o  h e r  c h e e k .

" J u s t  a s  I t h o u g h t , "  Nancy s m i l e d .  " T h a t  s o l v e s  a n o t h e r  p r o b ­
lem f o r  me. "

"What?"

"Do you t h i n k  t h a t  J a c k  L a n g l e y  c o u l d  q u i t  h i s  j o b  somet ime 
seen?"

"Nancy! Y o u ' r e  n o t — "

" S e r i o u s ?  Of c o u r s e .  As t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  d e p a r t m e n t  hea d  i s  
n.w . p . n  i t ' s  my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  s o m eo n .  t o  f i l l  i t .  I
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c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  a n y o n e  b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  j o b  t h a n — J o an  L a n g . "  

” I d o n ’ t  know wh at  t o  s a y . ”

" J u s t  say  t h a t  J * ck  L a n g l e y  w i l l  q u i t . M 

"Oh, he w i l l ,  Na ncy .  I know h* w i l l . "

,fAhadoya s t a r i n g  a t  I?  D i d n ’ t  
j u n i o r  e x e c  s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  
h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  d i d ? ”

the president say every 
do anything anybody in
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When Women Rule

BY ELVIRA

I t  was a b o u t  t h e  y e a r  20 0 0 ,  some 25 y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  T h i r d  
World War. The s u r v i v o r s ,  n e a r l y  a  m i l l i o n  i n  a l l ,  u n h a r m e d  by 
r a d i o - a c t i v e  a g e n c i e s ,  were  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  a  p a r t  o f  A m er ic a  
t h a t  had e s c a p e d  a l l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  and had  s u f f e r e d  b u t  l i t t l e  
d e s t r u c t i o n .  A n o t a b l e  f e a t u r e  w i t h  t h e s e  s u r v i v o r s  o f  h u m a n i t y  
wss t h a t  t h e  women o u tn u m b e r e d  t h e  men by a t  l e a s t  s i x  o r  s e v e n  
t o  on e .

N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  women we re  d o m i n a n t .  They q u i c k l y  d e c i d e d  
t o  form one g e n e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d ,  a s  soon a s  l i f e  was  a g a i n  
o r d e r l y  and p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f o o d  and  m a t e r i a l s  e f f e o t i v e , t h e y  d e ­
c i d e d  i n  a k i n d  o f  sup reme c o u n c i l  t h a t  men w ere  t h e  i n f e r i o r  s e x .  
F u r t h e r ,  t h a t ,  a s  i t  was t h e  a g g r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  m al e  t h a t  h a d  so 
n e a r l y  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  who le  w o r l d ,  t h e y  would  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  new­
fo u n d  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and c u l t u r e  by p r e v e n t i n g  an y  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
men e v e r  bec o m in g  a g g r e s s i v e  a g a i n .  To t h i s  e n d ,  t h e  c o u n c i l  d e ­
c r e e d  t h a t ,  women and t h e i r  ways  b e i n g  so much s u p e r i o r  t o  men 
and t h e i r  h a b i t s ,  a l l  p e r s o n s ,  m ale  and f e m a l e ,  s h o u l d  w e a r  skirts.

A8 f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a l l  b o y s  s h o u l d  be b r o u g h t  up an d  t r a i n e d  
a s  g i r l s  had been  i n  t h e  p a s t .  Men who were  u g l y  and  u n o u r a b l y  
m a s c u l i n e  i n  a p p e a r a n c e  would  h av e  t o  w e a r  a  s e v e r e r  t y p e  o f  s k i r t ,  
w i t h  p l a i n  p e t t i c o a t s  and u n t r i m m e d  k n i o k e r s .  A l l  w ould  be o b l i g e d  
t o  we ar  t i g h t  c o r s e t s  and a  new k i n d  o f  t h i n  s t o c k i n g ,  r a t h e r  l i k e  
t h e  e a r l i e r  n y l o n s ,  b u t  s t r o n g e r  and q u i t e  l a d d e r - p r o o f .

Men who were  a m e n a b l e  -  and t h i s  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r ­
i t y  -  were  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  w ear  s m a r t  s k i r t s  w i t h  w i d e ,  f r i l l e d  
p e t t i c o a t s ,  d a i n t y  k n i c k e r s  and s m a r t ,  w e l l - o u t  c o r s e t s  -  i n  f a o t , 
t o  be a s  f e m i n i n e  a s  t h e  g i r l s  and  women had bee n  some f o r t y  y e a r s  
e a r l i e r .  They were  e x p e c t e d  t o  w e a r  t h e i r  h a i r  l o n g  and  c u r l e d ,  
t o  have  t h e i r  e a r s  p i e r c e d  f o r  l o n g  e a r r i n g s  an d  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  
b r e a s t s  much e n l a r g e d  and f e m i n i z e d  by i n j e c t i o n s  o f  f e m a l e  h o r m o n e s  
o e s t r o g e n  and  a  new one t h a t  n o t  o n l y  p r o d u c e d  l a r g e ,  f i r m ,  fem­
i n i n e - l o o k i n g  b r e a s t s  w i t h  p r o m i n e n t  n i p p l e s ,  b u t  c o u l d  ev e n  a t  
c e r t a i n  p e r i o d s ,  s e c r e t e  a  m i l k - l i k e  f l u i d .
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N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e y  wore  h i g h - h e e l e d  s h o e s  w i t h  s m a r t ,  p o i n t e d  
t o e s .  So,  w i t h  t i g h t  c o r s e t s ,  s h o e s  and r e s t r i c t i n g  s k i r t s ,  w i t h  
two o r  even t h r e e  w i d e ,  f r i l l y  and b e l a o e d  p e t t i c o a t s  u n d e r n e a t h ,  
t h e y  h ad  l i t t l e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  r u s h  a b o u t  and a s s e r t  t h e m s e l v e s .  
They w e r e  c o m p l e t e l y  d o m i n a t e d  by t h e  many women, whom a t  a g l a n c e ,  
t h e y  so c l o s e l y  r e s e m b l e d .

T h e r e  was a  t w o f o l d  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  male  and  f e m a l e .  An 
e x c e s s i v e l y  f e m i n i n e  and v e r y  d a i n t i l y  d r e s s e d  and made-up  p e r s o n  
was a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  a m a l e ,  a n d ,  w h i l e  women c o u l d  wear  r e d  o r  
p i n k  c o l o u r s ,  men were  d r e s s e d  in  f r o c k s  and s k i r t s  o f  p a s t e l  c o l ­
o u r s ,  -  g r e e n ,  b l u e ,  l i l a c ,  and so f o r t h ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  in  t h e  
l e a s t  r e d ,  t h e  a n c i e n t  c o l o u r  o f  a g g r e s s i o n .

The f r o c k s ,  s k i r t s ,  u n d e r c l o t h e s  and o t h e r  g a r m e n t s  were  
made o f  s y n t h e t i c  f i b r e s  f a r  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  n y l o n  and t e r y -  
l e n e  o f  t h e  6 0 1s . They were  s t r o n g ,  y e t  d a i n t y ,  f i l m y  and l i g h t ,  
t h o u g h  s o f t  and warm, and n o t h i n g  c o u l d  harm them .  C o l o u r s  were 
f a s t  and f r o c k s  and u n d i e s  d i d n ’ t  s t a i n  c r  e r e  r e . So n e a r l y  
p e r f e c t  w e re  t h e  f a b r i c s  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  be t h e  more e a s i l y  washed 
and d r i e d .

R e a d e r s  o f  O l a f  S t a p l e d o n ’ s m a s t e r p i e c e  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  f o r e ­
c a s t i n g  l i f e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t ,  by t h e  end o f  
t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  m os t  o f  t h e  o l d  t a b o o s  on sex  had d i s a p p ­
e a r e d .  S t a p l e d o n  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  much f a r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n ­
t u r y  and  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  t i m e  when s e x  was t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  a s  
a  n a t u r a l ,  s i m p l e ,  t h o u g h  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e ,  i n  an y  o f  i t s  many 
fox*ms, and t h a t  i n t e r c o u r s e  b e tw e en  f r i e n d s  was a k i n d  o f  p l e a s ­
i n g ,  c o u r t e o u s  a c t ,  b o t h  p e r f e c t l y  c o r r e c t  and  p r o p e r .  Lonogamy 
a s  s u c h  d i d n ' t  e x i s t ,  t h o u g h  p a r t n e r s h i p s  o f  a c e n t u r y  and more 
b e t w e e n  t h e  s e x e s  were  common, w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s o  t h a t  v a r i e t y  o f  
s e x u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  was h e a l t h y ,  b o t h  in  t h e  form o f  i n t e r c o u r s e  
i t s e l f  and i n  t h e  p a r t n e r s  c o n c e r n e d .  Even g r o u p  i n t e r c o u r s e  
was c o n s i d e r e d  d e s i r a b l e  a t  t i m e s .

I f  o u r  women and women-men o f  t h e  end o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  
had n o t  q u i t e  r e a c h e d  t h a t  l e v e l  o f  r e a s o n  and s e n s i b i l i t y ,  
t h e y  had  n e v e r t h e l e s s  v e r y  few i n h i b i t i o n s  and to o k  and e n j o y e d  
s e x  i n  many f o r m s ,  a s  n a t u r a l l y  a6 t h e  p e o p l e  o f  f i f t y  y e a r s  be­
f o r e  h a d ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  f o o d ,  p r i d e d  t h e m s e l v e s  on t h e  
v a r i e t y  an d  d e l i c a c y  o f  i t s  p r e s e n t a t i o n .
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To t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  o f  t h e  60 *s , i t  would  be 
an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  and somewhat am u s i n g  s i g h t  t o  s ee  t h e  whole  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  w e n t ,  w a l k i n g  a b o u t  i n  w i d e ,  s w i n g i n g  
and c o l o u r f u l  d r e s s e s  and s k i r t s ,  h i g h  h e e l s  an d  l o n g ,  b e a u t i ­
f u l l y - s e t  h a i r ,  w i t h  d a n g l i n g  e a r r i n g s  and b r a c e l e t s .  Where ,  t h e y  
would  o f  c o u r s e  a s k ,  a r e  t h e  men? What on e a r t h  h a s  h a p p e n e d  t o  
them? They would  n o t  be a b l e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e s e  p r e t t y ,  p e t t i c o a t e d ,  e n t i r e l y  f e m i n i n e - l o o k i n g  p e r s o n s  were  
t h e  men o f  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  and would  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  d i s ­
b e l i e f  w i t h  h o r r o r .  They would  be u t t e r l y  u n a b l e  t o  a o c e p t  t h e  
i d e a  o f  t h e  do m inance  and s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e  f e m a l e ,  and  t h e  com­
p l e t e  a b s e n c e  o f  s e x  r e p r e s s i o n  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h i s  h a p p y ,  
f e m i n i n e  w o r l d .  The i d e a  t h a t  t h e  men r e a l l y  d e l i g h t e d  i n  t h e i r  
p r e t t y  f r o c k s  and f r i l l y  u n d i e s  would  be q u i t e  i n c r e d i b l e  and r e ­
p e l l e n t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w i t h  few e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  f e m i n i n e  p r i n ­
c i p l e  r u l e d ,  f rom c o r s e t s  t o  t h e  c o u n c i l  c h a m b e r .

So,  w i t h  so many women f r a n k l y  d e s i r i n g  and f r e e l y  e n j o y i n g  
s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e s ,  and b u t  few men t o  p r o v i d e  t h e m ,  i t  wou ld  h ap p en  
t h a t  one man i n  a f a m i l y - h o u s e  would  have t h e  t a s k  o f  s a t i s f y i n g  
f i v e  o r  8 i x  women. He w ou ld  be k e p t  a s  a d a i n t y  s t a l l i o n  i n  
f r o c k s  and p e t t i c o a t s ,  and e v e r y  e f f o r t  and t r e a t m e n t  would  be 
a d o p t e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  and i n c r e a s e  b o t h  h i s  f e m i n i n e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  
and s u b s e r v i e n t  v i r i l i t y .  T i g h t  c o r s e t s  and s p e c i a l  i n j e c t i o n s  
would  be im po sed  by t h e  f a m i l y  d o c t o r ,  a l w a y s  a  woman, o f  c o u r s e .  
I t  was n o t  uncommon f o r  a number  o f  women t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  t o  h o l d  
an e v e n i n g  p a r t y  o f  s e x  j o y s ,  wh ere  e v e r y  v a r i e t y  o f  s e x - p l a y ,  
t h a t  e a r l i e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  had  c a l l e d  p e r v e r s e ,  w ould  be g l e e f u l l y  
and s a t i s f y i n g  i n d u l g e d  i n .

G i r l - b o y s ,  n o t  y e t  o l d  enoug h t o  p r o v i d e  p l e a s u r e  f o r  t h e  
s e x - h u n g r y  l a d i e s ,  were  e f f e m i n i z e d  f rom a  v e r y  e a r l y  a g e .  They 
were e a r l y  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  f a c t s  o f  s e x ,  b u t  w ere  n o t  e x p e c t e d  
t o  t a k e  an a c t i v e  p a r t  b e f o r e  t h e  age  o f  f o u r t e e n .  By t h e n ,  s p e c ­
i a l  t r a i n i n g  would  h ave  p r e p a r e d  them f o r  t h e  l i f e  a h e a d ,  and t h e y  
would  v i e  w i t h  one a n o t h e r  o v e r  t h e i r  s l i m  w a i s t - l i n e ,  l a r g e ,  
n i p p l e - t i p p e d  b r e a s t s ,  t r i m  a n k l e s  p e r c h e d  on t h e  h i g h e s t  o f  h e e l s  
and p r e t t i n e s s  o f  f a c e  and  h a i r .  W i th  a l l  t h e  open s e x - l i f e  g o i n g  
on a r o u n d  th em ,  t h e y  soon  knew a l l  a b o u t  i t ,  had  t h e i r  own j u v e n ­
i l e  e n j o y m e n t s  and i n  c o n s e q u e n c e  s u f f e r e d  no fo rm  o f  r e p r e s s i o n .  
I f  t h e y  w e r e ,  a s  i n  a few c a s e s ,  b o rn  h o m o s e x u a l s  o r  t r a n s s e x u a l s ,
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no-one blamed or eoorned them, and they were left free to in­
dulge their natural appetites.

With sex so free and natural, people came to take it when 
they wanted it, just as they took Wood when they were hungry.
So sex, being so largely feminine, became in all its variants a 
thing of beauty and delight.

r
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they s u r e  p u t  my o l d  l a d y  t o  s h a m e ! ”
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The f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  "Tne U i f r e e " , was w r i t t e a  by o*e o f  ay  
p « i t i e a t s ,  W i l l i a m  J .  O ' C o a n e l l .  He i s  a maa i n  h i s  l a t e  t w e n t i e s ,  
o f  s l i g h t  and somewhat  f e m i n i n e  b u i l d ,  r a t h e r  g o o d - l o o k i n g  and in  
a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  even b e t t e r  l o o k i n g  when d r e s s e d  in  f e m a l e  a t t i r e .
To be a  woman i s  t h i s  m a n ' s  g r e a t e s t  d e s i r e .  He i s  w e l l  aware  t h a t  
s e x ,  b e i n g  d e t e r m i n e d  a t  t h e  moment o f  c o n c e p t i o n ,  c a n n o t  be c h a n g e d .  
H o w ev er ,  he w a n t s  t o  a v a i l  h i m s e l f  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e  
h a s  t o  o f f e r ,  t o  be made a s  much a  f e m a l e  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  so t h a t  he 
can d r e s s  and l i v e  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  woman, f r e e l y  and w i t h o u t  f e a r  o f  
any  l a w s .

H is  t a l e  i s  one o f  deep  f r u s t r a t i o n .  From my own o b s e r v a t i o n  
I can v o uch  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  o f  h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  and f o r  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  
o f  a l l  e s s e n t i a l  d e t a i l s .  H i s  d i s t r e s s i n g  i f  n o t  t r a g i c  e x p e r i e n c e  
h a s  been  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e m b a r r a s s i n g  t o  me (and  u n d o u b t e d l y  t o  t h o s e  
o f  my c o l l e a g u e s  who t r i e d  t o  h e l p  h i m ) ,  a s  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e s e  i n t r o ­
d u c t o r y  r e m a r k s .

T h e s e  r e m a r k s  a r e  b o rn  o f  my i n d i g n a t i o n  o v e r  b i g o t r y  and i t s  
r e s u l t i n g  i n j u s t i c e .  As t h e  d i s t r e s s f u l  e v e n t s  unfolded, I became 
p a i n f u l l y  aw are  o f  t h e  b e t r a y a l  n o t  o n l y  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
b u t  a l s o  o f  m e d i c a l  e t h i c s .  What h a s  become o f  t h e  p h y s i c i a n ' s  
d u t y  t o  h e l p  a p a t i e n t ,  even  i f  he c o u l d  n o t  c u r e  him? What has 
h a p p e n e d  t o  o u r  r i g h t  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ?  Where is individual 
f r e e d o m  and o u r  g u a r a n t e e d  r i g h t  t o  t h e  p u r s u i t  of h a p p i n e s s ?  T h ese  
a r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  now in  ray m i n d ,  a s  I w r i t e  down some of my thou­
g h t s .

C e n s o r s h i p  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  s e x  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  s e v e r e ,  often 
e x c e s s i v e  i n  c o u n t r i e s  o f  A n g l o - S a x o n  c u l t u r e  and a  Judeo-Christian 
p h i l o s o p h y .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h e  ad d e d  heritage of puritanism 
h a s  p r o d u c e d  e x a m p l e s  o f  s e x  c e n s o r s h i p  t h a t  r u n  t h e  gamut from the 
t r a g i c a l l y  a b s u r d  t o  t h e  o u t r i g h t  c o m i c a l .  Suoh censorship could 
h a r d l y  e x i s t ,  were  i t  n o t  f o r  o u r  a n t i q u a t e d ,  unsoientifio sex laws 
t h a t  were  c o n c e i v e d  i n  i g n o r a n c e  and  r e l i g i o u s  superstition and are 
o n l y  t o o  o f t e n  e n f o r c e d  w i t h  a  f a n a t i c i s m  t h a t  allows neither wis­
dom n o r  t o l e r a n c e  n o r  common s e n s e .
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One s h o u l d  im a g i n e  t h a t  m e d i c a l  men, s u p p o s e d l y  t r a i n e d  i n  
b i o l o g y ,  who l i v e  and work in  an a t m o s p h e r e  o f  r e a l i s m  would  
op pose  suoh c e n s o r s h i p  more t h a n  any  o t h e r  g r o u p .  A l a s ,  t h a t  d o e s  
n o t  a l w a y s  seem t o  be s o .

Most  h o s p i t a l s  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d s  t h a t  
a r e  t h e r e  t o  s u p e r v i s e  and d i r e c t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  d o c t o r s  on 
t h e  s t a f f ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  g e n e r a l  r u l e s  l a i d  down by t h e  Amer­
i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  and a l s o  by t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  h o s p i t a l s .

Thes e  B o a r d s  ( a c t u a l l y  s u b - c o m m i t t e e s ) a r e  composed o f  v a r ­
i o u s  s p e c i a l i s t s  who— u n f o r t u n a t e l y — a r e  s o m e t i m e s  c a l l e d  upon t o  
p a s s  on c a s e s ,  n o t  i n  t h e i r  own m e d i c a l  d o m a in .

H o s p i t a l s  a l s o  hav e  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  B o a r d s  o f  T r u s t e e s  ( a c t ­
u a l l y  D i r e c t o r s )  t h a t  a r e  l a r g e l y  composed o f  l a y m e n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
p r i e s t s ,  m i n i s t e r s  and r a b b i s .  They d e t e r m i n e  t h e  h o s p i t a l ' s  
p o l i c i e s .  They a r e  u s u a l l y  v e r y  i n f l u e n t i a l  men.  T h i s  i n f l u e n c e ,  
q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  can e x t e n d  to  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  d o c t o r s  on t h e  s t a f f  
o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  h o s p i t a l .

In t h i s  way,  t h e  Church c a n — t h r o u g h  a  b a c k  d o o r ,  so t o  s a y ,  
e x e r c i s e  a c e r t a i n  c o n t r o l  o v e r  some p h a s e s  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
m e d i c i n e .  T h i s  i s  s t r i k i n g l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  when i t  comes t o  c a s e s  
i n v o l v i n g  sex  p r o b l e m s .

I know o f  an i n s t a n c e  when a M o th e r  S u p e r i o r  i n  a  San F r a n ­
c i s c o  h o s p i t a l  f o r b a d e  a g y n e c o l o g i s t  on t h e  s t a f f  t o  p e r f o r m  a  
s t e r i l i z a t i o n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  s p i t e  o f  v a l i d  m e d i c a l  r e a s o n s .  He 
o b e y e d .

The c a s e  f o r  and a g a i n s t  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  b i r t h  c o n t r o l  
m e t h o d s  a s  a p p l i e d  i n  C i t y  H o s p i t a l s  was r e c e n t l y  t h r a s h e d  o u t  
in  New Y o r k .  The C hu rch members o f  t h e  B oard  o f  T r u s t e e s  f i r s t  
f o r b a d e  and l a t e r  t h e i r  m a j o r i t y  a l l o w e d  s u ch  d i s s e m i n a t i o n .  T h i s  
was done t h r o u g h  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  H o s p i t a l s  who 
r e v e r s e d  h i m s e l f  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  T r u s t e e s .

Many d o c t o r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s u r ; e o n s ,  n e e d  h o s p i t a l s  f a c i l i t i e s .  
T h e r e f o r e  t h e y  h ave  t o  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e i r  B oard  i n  
t r e a t i n g  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s  o r  t h e y  may l o s e  t h e i r  s t a f f  p r i v i l e g e  
and w i t h  i t  p e r h a p s  much o f  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e .  The c e n s o r s h i p  t h u s  
o r e a t e d  may be s a l u t o r y  in  many i n s t a n c e s .  Bu t  i n  o t h e r s ,  i t  may
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a l s o  be t y r a n n i c a l ,  u n e t h i c a l  and h a r m f u l .  The raw d e a l  t h a t  my 
p a t i e n t  r e c e i v e d  f rom a  h o s p i t a l  b e a r d  i s  a  c a s e  i n  q u e s t i o n .  I t  
i s  n o t  u n i q u e .

Not l o n g  ago  I w i t n e s s e d  a n o t h e r  example  o f  t h e  inhuman  a c t ­
ion o f  a h o s p i t a l  b o a r d  i n  San F r a n c i s c o .

A yo ung  woman came t o  me who was 2 1 f m a r r i e d  w i t h  two c h i l d -  
r e n ,  one e i g h t e e n  m o n t h s ,  t h e  o t h e r  s i x  m o n t h s .  Now she  was p r e g ­
n a n t  a g a i n  and d e s p e r a t e  o v e r  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a n o t h e r  c h i l d .  I 
had p r e v i o u s l y  t r e a t e d  h e r  f o r  g o i t e r  and a n e m i a .  L a b o r a t o r y  t e s t s  
showed she was a g a i n  a n e m i c .  B e s i d e s ,  she  was u n d e r w e i g h t  and 
u n d e r n o u r i s h e d ;  h e r  e c o n o m ic  s t a t u s  was p o o r .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I f o u n d  t h e  p a t i e n t  e m o t i o n a l l y  so  s e r i o u s l y  
d i s t u r b e d ,  t h a t  I a c t u a l l y  f e a r e d  f o r  h e r  and h e r  c h i l d r e n ' s  s a f e t y .

T h e r e f o r e  I r e f e r r e d  t h e  p a t i e n t  t o  a  p r o m i n e n t  g y n e c o l o g i s t  
a n d ,  i n  a l e t t e r ,  g av e  him t h e  above  d a t a ,  u r g e n t l y  s u g g e s t i n g  a  
t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i o n  " t o  p r e s e r v e  h e r  and h e r  f a m i l y  H.

The s p e c i a l i s t  ex a m in e d  h e r  and f u l l y  a g r e e d  w i t h  me.  He 
w r o t e  t h e  s ec o n d  l e t t e r  o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  b e f o r e  
s uch  an o p e r a t i o n  can be p e r f o r m e d .

The p a t i e n t  was a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  r e m a i n e d ,  s e v e r a l  
days  u n d e r  o b s e r v a t i o n  and n a t u r a l l y  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  w o r r y  and  s u s ­
p e n s e .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  was s c h e d u l e d  f o r  an e a r l y  m o r n i n g  
h o u r  and a l l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  w e re  made.  Now a t  l a s t ,  t h e  b u r d e n  
l i f t e d  f rom t h e  you ng  woman and once  a g a i n  t h e r e  was a  f u t u r e .  As 
she  was o f  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h , a p r i e s t  h ad  v i s i t e d  h e r  t o  make s u r e  
t h a t  she knew wha t  she  was d o i n g  and was s a t i s f i e d  t o  h a v e  t h i s  
u n w a n te d  p r e g n a n c y  i n t e r r u p t e d .  She was e m p h a t i c  a b o u t  i t .

H a l f  an h o u r  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  she  was s u d d e n l y  
and b l u n t l y  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  M e d i c a l  B oa rd  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  had  d i s ­
a p p r o v e d  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and she  was t o  go home and h av e  h e r  b a b y .

Her and h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s d e s p a i r  can e a s i l y  be i m a g i n e d .  I f  
f u n d s  had bee n  a v a i l a b l e ,  a  c r i m i n a l  a b o r t i o n  w o u ld  u n d o u b t e d l y  
have  r e p l a c e d  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  t h e r a p e u t i c  o n e .  B u t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  
c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  an a b o r t i o n i s t ' s  f e e  ( a l t h o u g h  t h e  w a s t e d  h o s p i t a l  
e x p e n s e s  m i g h t  hav e  h e l p e d ) .  T h e n ,  f a t e  t o o k  a  h a n d .  B e f o r e  a  
t h r e a t e n e d  d e s p e r a t e  a c t i o n  o o u l d  h ave  b e e n  u n d e r t a k e n ,  t h e  p a t ­
i e n t  had a m i s c a r r i a g e .  Now m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e  was r e a d y  t o  h e l p .

*5f



46

She was r e - a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t r e a t e d  and  s o ; n  d i s c h a r g e d  
a s  c u r e d .

Uj  b i t t e r  r e s e n t m e n t  o v e r  t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  t h i s  c a s e  t h a t  so 
e a s i l y  o o u l d  h a v e  l 9d t o  a  t r a g e d y  p r o m o te d  me a t  t h a t  t im e  t o  
w r i t e  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d .
T h i s  i s  w h a t  I s a i d :

"My d e a r  d o c t o r :  Your B o a rd  h a s  r e c e n t l y  t u r n e d  down t h e
r e q u e s t  f o r  a t h e r a p e u t i c  a b o r t i o n  o f  M rs .  X, a r e q u e s t  t h a t  was 
s u p p o r t e d  by Dr .Y (a  member c f  y o u r  s t a f f )  a c  w e l l  a s  m y s e l f .

I t  seems  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  f e a r  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r  l e g a l  d i s ­
a p p r o v a l  t o o k  p r e c e d e n t  o v e r  h u m a n i t a r i a n  and m e d i c a l  i n d i c a t i o n s .

A t o u c h  o f  c r u e l t y  seems  t o  h av e  been ad d e d  in  t h i s  c a s e  by 
f o r b i d d i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  l a ^ t  mojaent ,  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  p a t ­
i e n t  had  bee n p r e p a r e d  f o r  s u r g e r y .

F o r t u n a t e l y  N a t u r e  was i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  w i s e r  and k i n d e r  t h a n  
y o u r  B o a r d .  The p a t i e n t  had  a m i s c a r r i a g e .

I am d e e p l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  my c o l l e a g u e s ,  
an  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  welcome t o  t h e  i l l e g a l  a b o r t i o n i s t s .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,
H a r r y  B e n j a m i n ,  M.D."

B e f o r e  s e n d i n g  t h e  l e t t e r ,  I  f e l t  i t  was o n l y  f a i r  t o  show i t  
t o  my e s t e e m e d  c o l l e a g u e ,  who had i n  such  f i n e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  and 
t r u l y  e t h i c a l  s p i r i t  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  me i n  t h i s  c a s e .  lie a s k e d  me, 
a s  a  f a v o r  t o  h im ,  n o t  t o  send  t h e  l e t t e r .  I t  would  do no good and 
o n l y  c a u s e  "bad  b l o o d " .

And s o ,  t h e  l e t t e r  r e m a i n e d  u n d e l i v e r e d  and a r e b e l  a g a i n s t  
s u p e r s t i t i o n  and  i n j u s t i c e  had t o  make h i e  c o n c e s s i o n .

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I f o u n d  o u t  l a t e r  on t h a t  t h e  M e d i c a l  Board  
t h a t  d e c i d e d  t h i s  p a t i e n t ' s  f a t e  was composed o f  t h r e e  s u r g e o n s  
and one m e d i c a l  man. No p s y c h i a t r i s t  was c o n s u l t e d ,  t h e  o n l y  one 
who c o u l d  h av e  a p p r a i s e d  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  young woman w i t h  
c o m p e t e n c e .

R e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  w r i t e r  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e ,  a  few wo rds  
o f  e x p l a n a t i o n  may be i n  o r d e r .



Thie patient is a so-called Transsexualist (or Transsexist), 
also described as a Psychic Hermaphrodite. His tody belongs to 
one sex, his psyche to another. He is a man v, ith a woman 1 s mind 
or is a woman in the body of a man.

This is not the place to examine the cause and nature of the 
condition. In all probability it is partly constitutional and 
inherited, and partly acquired in early childhood through unfavor­
able environment and upbringing. Such people are rare, very rare 
in relation to population, but they are a terrific problem to them­
selves and to their families. They ore no threat to society.
They are not aggressive, because they are introverted. They are 
utterly miserable when forced to live as men (as they must do in 
accordance with the law) but they are immediately relaxed* cond 
reasonably happy when able to dress and*live as women.

The?r male sex organs are a horror to them, because they 
are a constant reminder of their anatomical sex, that is the opp­
osite of their psychological one. They strongly desire the sur­
gical removal of these organs for two main reasons: First, the
removal satisfies tneir emotions because they then can no longer 
be considered male front the anatomical standpoint. They would be 
neuters, and therefore closer to the female. Secondly, (and that 
is most important to seme of them) they would be legally immune 
from conviction -vnen living ae women. They may still be arrested 
if suspected of "masquerading*' but they could, not be held and con­
victed of any crime. It is therefore an unrealistic, cruel law 
that compels some of these people to seek this so-called convers­
ion operation,

Transsexualists, by the way, must be differentiated from 
Transvestites. The latter are usually normal, heterosexual men, 
not interested in being converted surgically into "women", but 
only want to wear feminine attire.

Treatment for transsexualism in order to try and affect a 
cure is useless. The best qualified psychiatrists are agreed 
that "psychiatry has nothing to offer in such cases". Since the 
mind cannot be adjusted to the body, it seems logical that now 
the body should be adjusted to the mind, as far as such is med­
ically possible.

But again, an antiquated law steps in and declares such an
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o p e r a t i o n  i l l e g a l  (mayhem).  At  l e a s t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

N a t u r a l l y ,  s u ch  an o p e r a t i o n  n e v e r  p r o d u c e s  a  woman. The 
p a t i e n t  i s  g e n e t i c a l l y  ( a s  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e i r  ch romosom es)  a m a l e ,  
b u t  an o p e r a t i o n  can p r o d u c e  a c a s t r a t e d  m ale  who c o u l d ,  h o w e v e r ,  
be " f e m i n i z e d "  by t r e a t m e n t  and c o u l d ,  w i t h o u t  b r e a k i n g  any  l a w ,  
d r e e s  an d  l i v e  a s  a  woman. Such i s  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  h e a r t ’ s d e s i r e  
o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e .

I  know a b o u t  t w e n t y  o f  them who hav e  been  o p e r a t e d  on ,  m o s t l y  
a b r o a d ,  a  few i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  (The c a s e  o f  C h r i s t i n e  J o r g e n s e n  was 
t h e  m os t  p u b l i c i z e d . )  A l l  o f  t h e m ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  a r e — from 
t h e  e m o t i o n a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w — h a p p i e r  p e o p l e ,  b e t t e r  i n t e g r a t e d  and 
l e s s  n e u r o t i c .  T h e r e f o r e ,  s o c i e t y  h a s  been  s e r v e d ,  n o t  h a r m e d ,  by 
t h e  s u r g e o n ’ s e f f o r t .  I t  i s  o n l y  i g n o r a n c e , p r e j u d i c e  and b i g o t r y  
t h a t  can  deny  t h o s e  t r a n s s e x u a l i s t s  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  
p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p i n e s s .

When s e x  c e n s o r s h i p  and 3ex l a w s  on one hand  and meek c o m p l i ­
a n c e  on t h e  o t h e r  r o b  them o f  t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e  a s  human b e i n g s  and 
A m er ic an  c i t i z e n s ,  i t  i s  t ime to  v o i c e  c r i t i c i s m  and o p p o s i t i o n .

THE UNFREE by William J. O ’Connell

T h i s  w r i t i n g  i s  a b o u t  F reed o m .  I t  i s  a b o u t  how f r eed o m  was 
d e n i e d  t o  one p e r s o n  and  t h u s  p o t e n t i a l l y  t o  a l l ,  n o t  i n  R u s s i a  o r  
Germany b u t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  i t s  d e f e n s e .  I t  i s  
a b o u t  me,  b e c a u s e  I am i n v o l v e d ;  b u t  my theme i s  f r e e d o m .  I t  i s  
a b o u t  how I was en g a g e d  in  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  h a p p i n e s s .  How I ch o s e  
a  c e r t a i n  g o a l ,  b e i n g  s u r e  t h a t  my r e a c h i n g  i t  c o u l d  n o t  harm an y o n e  
e l s e  in  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  h i s  h a p p i n e s s .  And how I was f r u s t r a t e d  i n  
t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  my h a p p i n e s s  by men who were b i g o t e d  and s e l f - r i g h t ­
e o u s ,  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  a s o r t  o f  modern l y n c h  mob, t h e  
more d a n g e r o u s  f o r  b e i n g  s u b t l e .  I do n o t  a s k  y o u ,  r e a d e r ,  t o  be 
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  my f r u s t r a t i o n . Be c o n c e r n e d ,  t h o u g h ,  f o r  f r e e d o m ,  
mine an d  y o u r s .

The h a p p i n e s s  I c h o s e  t o  p u r s u e - h a d  t o  p u r s u e ,  more p r e c i s e l y -  
w a s ,  s i m p l y  and s h o c k i n g l y ,  and o p e r a t i o n  t o  c h a n g e  my o s t e n s i b l e  
s e x ;  f o r  I am a  p e r s o n ,  p h y s i c a l l y  m a l e ,  whose mind and  h e a r t  a r e  
f e m i n i n e .  I f  y o u ,  t h e  r e a d e r ,  now t u r n  away,  m u t t e r i n g :  "Oh, one
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of  them! You o u g h t  t o  be f r u s t r a t e d ! "— t h e n  you a r e  k i n d r e d  t o  
t h o s e  who j u d g e  b l a c k  men and  J e w i s h  men and f r e c k l e d  men b e c a u s e  
t h e y  a r e  d i f f e r e n t *  The l e o p a r d  c a n n o t  ch a n g e  h i s  s p o t s ,  an d  I 
c a n n o t  a l t e r ,  i f  I w o u l d ,  t h e  b a s i c  f e m i n i n i t y  o f  my p s y c h e .  I f  
t h e r e  i s  i n d e e d  an e t e r n a l  s o u l ,  t h e n  I s u p p o s e  mine t o  be i n  g e n ­
der  f e m i n i n e .  At a l l  e v e n t s ,  wh at  i s  c e r t a i n  i s  t h a t  f rom  b abyhood  
I ha ve  known— c a l l  i t  i n t u i t i o n ,  c a l l  i t  r e c o g n i t i o n — known beyond 
a l l  d o u b t  t h a t  I b e l o n g e d  among t h e  women, and h av e  l o n g e d  t o  t a k e  
my p l a c e  t h e r e .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  a woman’ s l i f e  seems b e t t e r ;  i t  
v e r y  o f t e n  i s n ' t ;  i t  i s  m e r e l y  a  m a t t e r  o f  b e l o n g i n g .  E n g l i s h m e n  
born  and r a i s e d  i n  I n d i a  go home t o  E n g l a n d .  So w i t h  me, a l w a y s :  
t o  become a woman would  be t o  come home. A d u l l  home,  p e r h a p s ,  
t h a t  o f  a t h i r t y - f o u r  y e a r  o l d  s p i n s t e r ,  b u t  s t i l l  and a l w a y s  home. 
T h i s  would  be my h a p p i n e s s :  t o  wake to m orrow  and  f i n d  m y s e l f  j u s t
such  a woman. I t  i s ,  you may t h i n k  ( e s p e c i a l l y  i f  you a r e  y o u r s e l f  
such a woman) ,  a  c u r i o u s  s o r t  o f  h a p p i n e s s  t o  p u r s u e .  T r u e ;  b u t  
p l a i n  w a t e r  i s  more t h a n  champagne t o  one i n  d e s e r t  l a n d s .

The p a i n  in  my l i f e  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  t h a t  c a u s e d  by p r e j u d i c e  
and m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  Ear  m o r e ,  i t  i s  t h e  p a i n  o f  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  
p r o f o u n d  d i c h o t o m y  o f  mind and b o d y .  I h av e  p e r f o r c e  ' l i v e d  a  l i e '  
a s  man and b o y ,  a l w a y s  p a i n f u l ,  a l w a y s  f a l s e .  Y e t  t o  d r e s s  a s  a  
woman, n o t  b e i n g  o n e ,  i s  e q u a l l y  f a l s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d a n g e r o u s .  What 
t h e n ,  t o  do? A p r o b l e m  i m p l i e s  a s o l u t i o n :  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  mine 
i 8 t o  a l t e r  one o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s ,  mind o r  b o d y ,  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  
o t h e r .  P u t t i n g  a s i d e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an u n c h a n g e a b l e  f e m i n i n e  
s o u l ,  I s t i l l  mus t  s ay  t h a t  my mind and h e a r t — my p s y o h e - - h a v e  
been s h a p e d  by a  t h o u s a n d  m i l l i o n  l o n g i n g s  and  c h o i c e s  and  f e m i n i n e  
v a l u e s ;  I c o u l d  n o t  a c q u i r e  a  m a s c u l i n e  p s y c h e  w i t h o u t  u n d o i n g  a l l  
t h a t  I hav e  been  a n d ,  i n  v e r y  t r u t h ,  c e a s i n g  t o  be m y s e l f .  T h e r e  
i s  h o r r o r  i n  t h a t  t h o u g h t — t o  c e a s e  t o  be o n e s e l f !  I c r y ,  a s  you 
would c r y :  " N e v e r ! ' 1 And w h i l e  I do s o ,  any  p s y c h i a t r i s t  wou ld  a d ­
m i t ,  a ' c u r e *  i s  h o p e l e s s .  Bu t  i n d e e d ,  I u t t e r l y  deny  t h e  a c c u r ­
acy o f  t h e  word ' c u r e ' ,  f o r  i t  p r e s u p p o s e s  t h e  i n v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  
f e m i n i n e  p s y c h e ;  i t  i m p l i e s  t h a t  wha t  t h e  body i s  i s  r i g h t ,  and 
t h a t  t h e  mind ( o r  s o u l )  i s  a  l e s s e r  t h i n g .  T h i s  f r om t h e  r a c e  o f  
S o c r a t e s  and S h a k e s p e a r e  h a t h  a  c u r i o u s  r i n g .

B u t ,  i f  m i n d - c o n f o r m i n g  i s  n o t  t h e  s o l u t i o n ,  t h e r e  r e m a i n s  
t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e :  c h a n g i n g  t h e  body t o  f i t  t h e  m in d .  T h i s ,  w i t h i n
l i m i t s ,  i 8 p o s s i b l e ;  and t o  a  p e o p l e  t h a t  a c c e p t  f a l s e  t e e t h  an d
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p e o t a o l e s ,  p l a s t i c  s u r g e r y  and a r t i f i c a l  l i m b s ,  i t  o u g h t  n o t  t o  
a p p e a r  u n r e a s o n a b l e .  A man may be made e n d o c r i n a l l y  f e m a l e  by 
t h e  f e m a l e  h o r m o n e s ,  w h ich  c o n t r o l  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  s e x u a l  c h a r a c -  
t e r i s t i o s  o f  h a i r  and b r e a s t s ;  and a n a t o m i c a l l y  f e m a l e  by t h e  
r e m o v a l  o f  m a le  o r g a n s  and  t h e  s u r g i c a l  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  v a g i n a .
She o a n n o t  b e a r  c h i l d r e n  ( t h o u g h  even  t h a t  may come w i t h  g r e a t e r  
m e d i c a l  k n o w l e d g e ) ;  b u t ,  s u r e l y ,  i f  she i s  f e m a l e  i n  an a to m y  and 
h o r m o n e s  and  p s y c h e ,  she  i s  woman. T h i s  l i m i t e d  womanhood b e ­
came my g o a l ,  t h i s  was t h e  h a p p i n e s s  I p u r s u e d .

My d e o i s i  on was made i n  t h e  c l e a r  p e r c e p t i o n  t h a t  my l i f e  
was q u i t e  i n t o l e r a b l e  i n  i t s  f a l s e n e s s .  A f t e r  some h a r d ,  r e a l ­
i s t i c  t h i n k i n g ,  I w en t  t o  a  s e x o l o g i s t ,  a  man w i s e  in  t h e  ways 
o f  g l a n d s  and  t h e i r  s e c r e t i o n s .  He r e c e i v e d  me. w i t h  k i n d n e s s  and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  and s e n t  me t o  a  p s y c h i a t r i s t  who c o n f i r m e d  h i s  
j u d g m e n t  t h a t  I was o f  sound  mind and q u i t e  c o m p e t e n t  t o  d e c i d e  
w h e re  my h a p p i n e s s  l a y .  Then he c a r e f u l l y  b eg a n  t h e  p r o o e s s  o f  
f e m i n i z a t i o n  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i  on o f  e s t r o g e n  and o t h e r  f e m a l e  
h o r m o n e s .  M onths  w en t  by w h i l e  my b r e a s t s  beg an  t o  d e v e l o p  and 
o t h e r  c h a n g e s  t o o k  p l a c e  and w h i l e  my d o c t o r  s t u d i e d  me and t e s t e d  
and o b s e r v e d .  Then a t  l a s t — a g l o r i o u s  d a y - - h e  a p p r o v e d  me f o r  
s u r g e r y .

The s u r g e o n ,  s k i l l e d  and c o u r t e o u s ,  was n o t  t o  be r u s h e d ,  i t  
was n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  he be c e r t a i n  in  h i s  own c o n s c i e n c e  t h a t  wh at  
he was d o i n g  was b e s t  f o r  me. I c o u l d  n o t  d o u b t  t h a t  t h i s  g r e a t  
g e n t l e m a n ,  l i k e  t h e  s e x o l o g i s t ,  t r u l y  i n t e n d e d ,  i n  t h e  w ord s  o f  
H i p p o c r a t e s ,  t o  g o v e r n  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  by t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s u f f e r e r .  
To make a s s u r a n c e  d o u b l y  s u r e ,  he s e n t  me t o  a n o t h e r  p s y c h i a t r i s t  
who,  i n  t u r n ,  c o n v e n e d  a p a n e l  o f  h i s  b r e t h r e n .  A f t e r  many h o u r s  
o f  d i s c u s s i o n  and  q u e s t i o n i n g  and  s t u d y ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  
u n a n i m o u s l y  recommended t h e  o p e r a t i o n ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  t h e y  were  p ow er­
l e s s  t o  a l t e r  my f e m i n i n e  p s y c h e  and t h a t  t h e  s u r g e o n  would  be do­
i n g  me a g r e a t  s e r v i c e  by o p e r a t i n g .  Even t h e n  t h e  s u r g e o n  was n o t  
w h o l l y  c o n v i n c e d  and t h e r e  w ere  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  him b e f o r e  
he a t  l e n g t h  c o n s e n t e d .  **Now,M I t h o u g h t ,  “now a t  l a s t ,  t h e  l o n g  
w a i t i n g  and t h e  l o n g  a n x i e t y  a r e  d o n e .  Now my l i f e  w i l l  t a k e  on 
ha rmony  and m e a n i n g .  Now my g r e a t  a d v e n t u r e . . . "

B u t  I r e c k o n e d  w i t h o u t  b i g o t r y  and p r e j u d i c e  and t i m i d i t y *
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After a fortnight's wait for a bed, I went to the hospital 
that had agreed to the operation being done provided, I was told, 
their psychiatrists approved. One of them turned up the first day 
and, after conversations and tests, endorsed the views of his coll­
eagues. This made a total of five psychiatrists unanimously in 
favor of the operation. The staff surgeon, who would collaborate 
in doing it, also came round, friendly and sympathetic. But then 
there was a delay. A staff psychiatrist was supposed to come by, 
but it seemed, he was unwilling to do so. Day after day I lay 
there, existing on the meatless diet, having to go outside to smoke 
rigors imposed not by my religious beliefs but by the hospital's* 
Finally a member of the all-important Tissue Committee appeared: 
the Committee, because of protest from the 'religious elements' of 
the hospital, were to review my case. But my visitor, although he 
was perhaps to present my side of the matter to his colleagues, 
seemed much more interested in talking than in listening; I think 
his mind was made up, and I think that neither justice nor 'the 
needs of the sufferer' found any room there.

The Tissue Committee refused to permit the operation, although 
they had allowed it in the past and although I had been admitted 
days before to have it. They did not ask me to present my case; 
indeed, it was quite obvious (as I was told by one of the doctors) 
that they did not consider me at all but only considered placating 
the 'religious elements'. Thus the careful, conscientious studies 
of sexologist, surgeon, and a battery of psychiatrists went for 
nothing. The hospital had sacrificed their honor (since I had been 
admitted under an implicit agreement) and their mission (to help 
those in need) for the sake of a bigoted few. For all that, they 
did not hesitate to charge me two hundred of the dollars I had so 
laboriously saved for the operation— two hundred dollars for dis­
comfort and profound disrespect. No other hospital, now, would 
accept me after this one had turned me out; in any case, my short 
vacation was gone for another year. There was nothing to do but 
accept defeat and go home to Seattle. Later I wrote twice to the 
Committee, protesting, offering religious reasons for the operat­
ion. There was no reply at all— perhaps they had carried out an 
ecclesiastical excommunication with bell, book and candle. Kore 
probably, the individual soul was not important to these 'Christ­
ian gentlemen'.



52 .f A

Where d o e s  t h e  b lame l i e  f o r  t h i s  f i a s c o ?  I h ad  s o u g h t  my 
own h a p p i n e s s ,  a  h a p p i n e s s  t h a t  c o u l d  harm no o t h e r  l i v i n g  p e r s o n ;  
and 1 h ad  b e e n  s t o p p e d  by t h e  b i g o t e d  and  t h e  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s ;  my 
f r e e d o m  h ad  b e e n  d e n i e d .  Not v e r y  much can  be s a i d  i n  E x t e n u a t i o n  
o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  h o s p i t a l  i n v o l v e d ,  f o r  t h e y  had  a d m i t t e d  me and 
o h a r g e d  me u n d e r  an a g r e e m e n t  w h ich  t h e y  d i s h o n o r e d ;  and t h e  g e n ­
t r y  who v o t e d  n o t  t o  a l l o w  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  were m a n i f e s t l y  f a l s e  t o  
t h e i r  o a t h  t o  be g o v e r n e d  i n  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  'b y  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  
s u f f e r e r ' — t h e y  we re  g o v e r n e d  by b i g o t r y  and t i m i d i t y  and my n e e d s  
w e r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d .  B u t  o t h e r  h o s p i t a l s ,  t h o u g h  l e s s  d i s h o n o r ­
a b l e ,  a r e  a s  t i m i d .  What l i e s  b e h i n d  t h e i r  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  h e r ­
m i t  an  o p e r a t i o n  t h a t ,  in  t h e  c o n s i d e r e d  ju d g m e n t  o f  n e a r l y  a  dozen  
d o c t o r s ,  i s  n e c e s s a r y ?  T h e r e  a r e ,  i t  seems t o  me,  t h r e e  e l e m e n t s  
o f  t h e i r  t i m i d i t y :  l e g a l i t y ,  r e l i g i o n ,  and d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  f r e e d o m .

The l aw  i s  n o t  l u c i d  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  t h i s  s o r t .  The common 
l a w  and  c e r t a i n  a n c i e n t  s t a t u t e s  f o r b i d  mayhem. Mayhem i s  d e p r i v ­
i n g  someone o f  l i m b s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  s e l f - d e f e n s e — a sword arm o r a  
t r i g g e r  f i n g e r .  I t  i s  somewhat  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e g a r d  s e x u a l  o r g a n s  
a s  b e i n g  u s e f u l  i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e .  M o r e o v e r ,  s u ch  l a w s  had i n  v i e w ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  m a im in g  by f o r c e ,  w i t h o u t  c o n s e n t .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  law 
o f  mayhem i s  n o t  ( l i k e  t h e  law  on t h e f t )  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e ,  
i f  a t  a l l ,  t o  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  s e x u a l  o r g a n s  w i t h  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  con­
s e n t .  E s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  c o u r t s  t h e m s e l v e s  c a s t r a t e  c e r t a i n  
c r i m i n a l s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a  p r e j u d i c e d  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  m i g h t  d r a g  
o u t  t h i s  l aw  and a t t e m p t  t o  a p p l y  i t  t o  a  h o s p i t a l  w h ich  was a  
p a r t y  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  W h e th e r  t h e r e  c o u l d  be a c o n v i c t i o n  a n d ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  w h e t h e r  any  h i g h e r  c o u r t  would s u s t a i n  s u ch  c o n v i c ­
t i o n ,  i s  p e r h a p s  d o u b t f u l .  The s u r g e o n s  w e re  w i l l i n g  t o  r i s k  i t ,  
i f  t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e s  a p p r o v e d .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  h o s p i t a l  r e f u s e d  me b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  l a w .

R e l i g i o n ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  g e n u i n e  r e l i g i o n ,  i s  t h e  f o r c e  be­
h i n d  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a t t i t u d e ;  i n d e e d ,  i t  would  be t h e  f o r c e  b e h i n d  
t h e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  t h a t  m i g h t  p e r s u a d e  a  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  t o  i n ­
v o k e  t h e  l a w  o f  mayhem. P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  h o s t i l e  t o  
t h i s  o p e r a t i o n ,  a s  w i t n e s s  t h e  c o v e r t  s n e e r s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  r e ­
c e n t  c e l e b r a t e d  c a s e  o f  an A m er ic an  s o l d i e r  who became a  woman; 
p e o p l e  a r e  s h o c k e d  a t  f e m i n i n i t y  i n  a man and a t  c a s t r a t i o n  ( f a r  
more  so t h a n  a t  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  a  wom an 's  o v a r i e s ) .  U n d o u b t e d l y  
t h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  b a s e d  on i d e a s  o f  t h e  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  women, i d e a s
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t h a t  r e c e i v e  a  c e r t a i n  s a n c t i o n  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  S t .  P a u l .  Ob­
v i o u s l y ,  an o p e r a t i o n  n e v e r  d re am ed  o f  in  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  t i m e s  i s  
n o t  f o r b i d d e n  in  t h e  B i b l e ,  n o r  i s  t h e r e  any v e r s e  t h a t  can be 
c o n s t r u e d  t o  f o r b i d  i t  i n  s p i r i t .  Thus  t h e  v a g u e l y  r e l i g i o u s  h o s ­
t i l i t y  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a t  a l l  mean t h a t  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  
r e a l l y  o p p o s e d  t o  i t .  B e i n g  m y s e l f  a d e v o u t  B a p t i s t ,  I ’ ve had some 
r e a s o n  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  m o r a l i t y  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i o n , r a o r e  d e e p l y  
p e r h a p s  t h a n  t h e  ' r e l i g i o u s  e l e m e n t '  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  more d e e p l y  
t h a n  majiy who condemn o u t  o f  h a n d .  I do n o t  a s s e r t  my r e a s o n i n g  
t o  be v a l i d ;  i n d e e d ,  I s h a l l  do no more t h a n  s u g g e s t  t h e  l i n e s  o f  
such r e a s o n i n g .  C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  i m m o r t a l i t y  o f  t h e  s o u l  
d o es  b u t  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  v iew t h a t ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  c o n f l i c t  b e tw e en  
body and s o u l ,  t h e  c o r r u p t i b l e  body o u g h t  t o  y i e l d .  Some h av e  a r g ­
ued t h a t  t o  remove o r g a n s  i s  m u t i l a t i o n — b u t  " i f  t h i n e  eye  o f f e n d  
t h e e . . . ”? In t r u t h ,  i f  t h e  s o u l  i s  f e m i n i n e ,  t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  i s  a 
s p e c i e s  o f  h e a l i n g .  But  11 t h i s  i s  an a r g u m e n t  t h a t  n e e d  n o t  be 
made;  f o r  n e a r l y  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  a g r e e  t h a t  man h a s  f r e e  w i l l  t o  
ch o o se  Heaven o r  H e l l  and t h e  way t h e r e t o .  When t h e  h o s p i t a l  im­
p o s e d  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  v i e w s  upon me, w i t h o u t  so much a s  a c a l l  
f rom t h e  C h a p l a i n  t o  l e a r n  r r i n e ,  t h e y  d e n i e d  me t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  
t h a t  f r e e  w i l l .

And f r e e d o m ,  b o t h  r e l i g i o u s  and s e c u l a r ,  was d e n i e d  me, by 
t h a t  h o s p i t a l  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  and by e v e r y  h o s p i t a l  t a c i t l y ,  t h a t  
r e f u s e s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  be v e r y  c l e a r  
a b o u t  t h i s .  What i s  t h i s  f r e e d o m  we c h e r i s h ?  Someone h a s  s a i d  
t h a t  t o  d e f i n e  f r eed o m  i s  t o  l i m i t  i t ,  and  t o  l i m i t  i t  i s  t o  d e ­
s t r o y  i t .  T h i s  i s  n o t  q u i t e  t r u e .  T h e r e  i s  o n e ,  and o n l y  o n e ,  
n e c e s s a r y  l i m i t  t o  f r e e d o m ;  one m us t  n o t  e x e r c i s e  i t  so a s  t o  i n ­
f r i n g e  on t h e  r i g h t s  o f  o t h e r s .  Th us  one may n o t  p u t  a r s e n i c  i n  
t h e  s a l a d ,  o r  s e l l  a t o m i c  s e c r e t s  t o  s m i l i n g  S o v i e t s ,  o r  r u n  down 
o l d  l a d i e s  w i t h  o n e ' s  c a r .  T h e r e  i s  no o t h e r  r i g h t f u l  l i m i t a t i o n  
o f  human f r e e d o m .  As t o  d e f i n i n g  f r e e d o m ,  i t  can  be s a i d  a t  
l e a s t  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a n e g a t i v e  t h i n g ,  n o t  ' f r e e d o m  t o  c o n f o r m '  
o r  ' f r e e d o m  from w a n t ' ;  a s l a v e  h a s  t h o s e — and  s t i l l  he i s  u n f r e e .  
Freedom i s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e ,  t o  a c t ,  t o  p u r s u e  o n e ' s  h a p p i n e s s .  
"The p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  H i r s t  Amendment i s  t h a t  man m u s t  have  f u l l  
f r e ed o m  t o  s e a r c h  t h e  w o r l d  and t h e  u n i v e r s e  f o r  t h e  a n s w e r s  t o  
t h e  p u z z l e s  o f  l i f e " — so w r o t e  one  g r e a t  j u r i s t ;  and  a n o t h e r :
"The e s s e n c e  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  f r e e d o m  i s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  de­
v i a t e  (from t h e  n o r m l "



54

I  s e a r c h e d  f o r  an a n s w e r  t o  t h e  p u z z l e  o f  my l i f e ,  b u t  t h e  an ­
s w er  I  f o u n d  was  d e n i e d  rae, I c h o s e ,  b u t  my c h o i c e  was d e n i e d  me. 
" Y e s ,  b u t  w h a t  you c h o s e  was a b n o r m a l ” , I h e a r  someone s a y .  And,  
y e s ,  I a g r e e ;  p r e c i s e l y  s o ;  a  d e v i a t i o n  f rom t h e  norm .  Of c o u r s e  i t  
i s n ’ t  e v e r y o n e ' s  l i n e  o f  c o u n t r y  o r  i t  wou ld  be t h e  norm .  Freedom 
i 8 f r e e d o m  t o  d i f f e r ,  o r  i t  i s  n o t h i n g .  No one would  h av e  been harm­
ed by my a t t a i n i n g  my h a p p i n e s s ;  I ' v e  no d e p e n d e n t s  e x c e p t  an i n ­
d i f f e r e n t  c a t .  And S o c i e t y ,  w h ic h  h a s  so  much t o  f e a r  f rom c r i m i n a l s  
and bombs and  t o o  much g o v e r n m e n t ,  would  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  be harmed by 
one women, no l o n g e r  y o u n g ,  h a v i n g  a oup o f  t e a  w i t h  a f r i e n d  o r  
g r o w i n g  a  g e r a n i u m  i n  a  p o t .  I f  t h e  day comes i n  Am er ica  when one 
who i s  d i f f e r e n t  i s  condemned f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  o n l y ,  when c o u r t s  (and 
h o s p i t a l s )  h av e  no c o u r a g e  t o  d e f y  s u c h  i r r a t i o n a l  c o n d e m n a t i o n ,  
t h e n  f r e e d o m  w i l l  be d e a d .  I t h i n k  t h a t  day i s  a t  h a n d .

Ought  y o u ,  r e a d e r ,  t o  be c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h i s ,  s i n c e  you do n o t  
w a n t — c e r t a i n l y  n o t ! — wh at  I w a n t?  Of c o u r s e  you s h o u l d ,  f o r  f r e e ­
dom i s  i n d i v i s i b l e .  I f  i t  i s  d e n i e d  t o  me in  t h i s ,  i t  i s  p r e c e d e n t  
f o r  d e n y i n g  i t  t o  you i n  y o u r  d e v i a t i o n  f rom t h e  norm.  Does t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  w h a t  I w a n t  i s  w a n te d  by few r a t h e r  t h a n  many a l t e r  i n  t h e  
s l i g h t e s t  d e g r e e  my r i g h t  t o  h av e  i t ?  I f  you l o v e  f r e e d o m ,  you 
s h o u l d  p a r a p h r a s e  V o l t a i r e  and c r y :  " I  do n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  wha t  you
d o ,  b u t  I w i l l  d e f e n d  t o  t h e  d e a t h  y o u r  r i g h t  t o  do i t . "  I t r i e d  
v e r y  h a r d  t o  do i t ,  and s k i l l e d  men s t o o d  by t o  h e l p  me: b u t  be­
tw een  me an d  t h e  h a p p i n e s s  I s o u g h t  t h e r e  s t o o d  a f o r m l e s s  s p e c t r e  
compounded o f  b i g o t r y  and  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s  and d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  
f r e e d o m ,  s u p p o r t e d  by a l l  t h e  L i t t l e  T im id  Men— and i t  won.  T h a t f s 
w h a t  i s  so h o r r i f y i n g — i t  won! We f r e q u e n t l y  h e a r  an a n t h e m ,  r e n ­
d e r e d  w i t h  s p i r i t  i f  n o t  p r e c i s i o n ,  w h ic h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  i n s p i r e d  
p h r a s e ,  ' t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  f r e e 1. B u t  f r e e d o m  h e r e  h a s  been d e n i e d  me.

**** OPERATION CUPID ****

I t  h a s  a l w a y s  been  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  TRANSVESTIA t o  t r y  t o  h e l p  i t s  
r e a d e r s  s o l v e  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  and t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e y  n e e d  and 
w a n t .  The b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m  any  FP h a s  i s  t o  f i n d  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
woman. We t h i n k  we h a v e  an a n s w e r ! ! !  I f  we d o ,  TVia  #13 w i l l  be t h e  
m os t  i m p o r t a n t  m a g a z i n e  you h av e  EVER r e a d .  Look f o r  OPERATION CUPID 
in  # 1 3 ,  and g e t  you  s u b s c r i p t i o n  i n  now so you wont  m i s s  i t .

B a r b a r a  and V i r g i n i a
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Letters to the Editor
D ear  E d i t o r :

E n c l o s e d  i s  my c h e ck  f o r  t h e  n e x t  two i s s u e s  o f  TVia  and 
a  c o u p l e  more d o l l a r s  t o  h e l p  o u t  in  someway.

B e f o r e  I f o r g e t — I w an t  t o  t h a n k  P e g g i e  f o r  h e r  a r t i c l e  
in  TVia  #4 on TVs and g l a s s e s .  I d o n ' t  know why I n e v e r  t h o u g h t  
o f  i t  m y s e l f .  I t  was so s i m p l e .  I c o p i e d  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o f f  my p r e s c r i p t i o n ,  t h e  s i z e  and a l l  we re  on i t .  Then I w a lk e d  
r i g h t  i n t o  an O p t i c i a n  and t o l d  t h e  s a l e s  g i r l  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  
have a p a i r  of  g l a s s e s  made f o r  my s i s t e r .  I p i c k e d  them up a 
c o u p l e  o f  d a y s  a g o .  I n e v e r  wore my male  g l a s s e s  when in  d r e s s e s  
b u t  I ' l l  a l w a y s  w ear  t h e s e  new f e m i n i n e  o n e s .  In  f a c t  I t h i n k  
I l o o k  much p r e t t i e r  w i t h  them on t h a n  w i t h o u t  them .  T h an k s  * 
a g a i n ,  P e g g i e .

So you s e e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  a l o n g  w i t h  b r i n g i n g  me much h a p p i n e s s  
TVia  h a s  a l r e a d y  h e l p e d  me in  a n o t h e r  way f rom  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  
o f  a n o t h e r  TV. ----------------------

Y o u r s ,  E d n a - ~ T e x a s

Dear  E d i t o r :

I n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  t e l l  u s  women l i v e ,  on t h e  a v e r a g e ,  s e v e n  
y e a r s  l o n g e r  t h a n  men.  -^his was n o t  a l w a y s  so and i t  h a s  been 
o n l y  in  more r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h a t  i t  h a s  become e v i d e n t .

The male  o f  t h e  s p e c i e s  h a s  a  h a b i t  o f  n o t  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  
h i s  body* o v e r e a t i n g  and g o i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h  h i s  f r o n t  s t i c k i n g  
o u t  in a k i n d  o f  p r e g n a n t  e f f e c t ,  w e a r i n g  h ea v y  c l o t h e s ,  t i g h t  
c o l l a r s  and a n e c k t i e  w h i c h  p u t s  s e v e n  t h i c k n e s s e s  o f  c l o t h  a -  
ro u n d  t h e  one p a r t  of  h i s  body w h ic h  d o e s n ' t  n e e d  i t .  T h i s  may 
a c c o u n t  f o r  a  few o f  t h e s e  l o s t  y e a r s .

A p p a r e n t l y  a n y t h i n g  a  woman d o e s  t o  k e e p  h e r s e l f  h e a l t h y  
and e x t e n d  t h e  y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e  a r e  t a b o o  f o r  a man. He h a s  
t o  t r a v e l  t h e  r u t  l a i d  o u t  f o r  him and e v e n t u a l l y  l e a v e  h i s  widow 
t h e  f r u i t s  o f  h i s  l a b o r  a b o u t  t h e  t im e  he r e a c h e s  r e t i r e m e n t  a g e .

A m a r t y r  t o  t h e  c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  he m us t  w ea r  h ea v y  c l o t h ­
i n g  i n d o r r s  w h i l e  h i s  f e m i n i n e  c o u n t e r p a r t  i s  c o o l  and c o m f o r t ­
a b l e  i n  h e r  b a r e  n e c k  and l i g h t  c l o t h i n g  and s h o e s .

P e r h a p s  a b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  m i g h t  be fo u n d  in  s o m e t h i n g  w h ic h  
w a s ,  a t  one t i m e ,  known t o  t h e  men who work ed  o u t d o o r s  i n  t h e  
n o r t h  c o u n t r y .  However l i g h t l y  he m i g h t  be d r e s s e d  he n e v e r  n e g -



l e c t e d  h i s  m i d d l e .  I t  was a l w a y s  bound by a b e l t  o r  e v e n ,  
s o m e t i m e s  by a h o r s e s  s u r c i n g l e .  H i s  s h o e s  o r  b o o t s  were  n e v e r  
t i g h t ,  h i s  w a i s t  p r o t e c t e d ,  and t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  c l o t h i n g  was 
v e n t i l a t e d ,  He was o n l y  r e s t r i c t e d  where  he n e e d e d  t o  b e .

A l o t  o f  sy m p a th y  i s  w a s t e d  on o u r  women a s  t h e y  g a i l y  
w a lk  t h e  s t r e e t s  in  w i n t e r  w i t h  b a r e  n e c k ,  s t r a p  pumps and ny ­
l o n s ,  h e r  c o a t  c l u t c h e d  o r  open b u t  h e r  w a i s t  p r o t e c t e d  by h e r  
g i r d l e  whe re  p r o t e c t i o n  i s  n e e d e d .  ^he h a s  e v i d e n t l y  fo u n d  h e r ­
s e l f  g u i d e d ,  w h e t h e r  she  knows i t  o r  n o t ,  by t h e  c l o t h e s  worn 
by t h e  p i o n e e r  f a r m e r s  and l u m b e r - j a c k s  o f  t h e  n o r t h  woods .

A man’ s c o m p a r a t i v e l y  h ea v y  c l o t h e s ,  worn in  an o v e r h e a t e d  
h o u s e ,  t i g h t  in  t h e  wrong p l a c e s ,  a r e  a s t a n d i n g  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  
c o l d s  when he g o e s  o u t  w ra p p ed  a s  he i s  in, p o u n d s  o f  w o o l .

About  t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n s  p r e p a r e d  t o  do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  a r e  t h e  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  who a r e  n o r  e t e r n a l l y  bound 
by c o n v e n t i o n .  The u n d e r c l o t h i n g  d e s i g n e d  f o r  t h e  g i r l s  i s  
h i s  d i s h  and he can w ear  them i f  he so c h o o s e s .  ^he  l i g h t e r  
s h o e s  made f o r  women a r e  h i s  t o o ,  i f  he so d e s i r e s ,  f o r  h e r  
s t r o l l e r s  and h i s  l o a f e r s  a r e  t h e  same,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  w e i g h t .

So t a k e  a t i p  f rom t h e  g i r l s ,  f e l l o w s ,  i f  you w ould  g a t h e r
in  t h o s e  e x t r a  y e a r s -----o r  p e r h a p s ,  u n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,
i t  i s n ’ t  w o r t h  i t .

S i n c e r e l y ,  M y r t l e — Minn.

Dear  V i r g i n i a :

L e t  me b e g i n  by s a y i n g  how g e n u i n e l y  hap p y  I am t h a t  a 
m a g a z i n e  s u c h  a s  "TRANSVESTIA" h a s  f i n a l l y  come i n t o  b e i n g .  I 
w a i t e d  w i t h  b a t e d  b r e a t h  f o r  t h r e e  we eks  u n t i l  y o u r  w o n d e r f u l  
m a g a z i n e  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d .  f̂ h e r e  i s  a  c r y i n g  n e e d  f o r  j u s t  
s u ch  t y p e  o f  r e a d i n g .  Wi th  t h e  p r o p e r  amoun t  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g  
I am s u r e  t h a t  MTRANSVESTIA” w i l l  be a s u c c e s s .  C e r t a i n l y  
t h e r e  a r e  u n t o l d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .
The o n l y  p r o b l e m  i s  how can t h e y  be made aw are  o f  t h i s  e n l i g h t ­
e n i n g  p e r i o d i c a l .  I f o r  o n e ,  w i l l  do my s h a r e .  I f i n d  i t  a -  
m az in g  t h a t  you have n o t  r e c e i v e d  a  t r e m e n d o u s  r e s p o n s e  t h u s  
f a r .  T h e r e  h a s  bee n  s u c h  a  d e a r t h  o f  m a t e r i a l  on t h e  s u b j e c t  
o f  t r a n s v e s t i s m  t h a t  a s e m i - m o n t h l y  p e r i o d i c a l  d e v o t e d  e x c l u s ­
i v e l y  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  s h o u l d  be welcomed w i t h  open arms by any 
t r u e  l o v e r  of  t h e  f e m i n i n e .  S p e a k i n g  f o r  m y s e l f ,  I was o n l y
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r e c e n t l y  aw are  o f  y o u r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I f  I had known s o o n e r  I 
would  hav e c o n t r i b u t e d  a r t i s t i c a l l y  a s  w e l l  a s  f i n a n c i a l l y .

L o v e ,  D e n i s e ,  New York

Dear  C h a r l e s :

As p u b l i s h e r  and e d i t o r  o f  TRANSVESTIA you a r e  d o i n g  a 
n o t a b l e  work f o r  u s  more l e t h a r g i c  i f  n o t  l a z y  s u b s c r i b e r s .

I f  you e x p e c t  e x h a u s t i v e  a n d / o r  c o n t i n u o u s  d i s e r t a t i o n s  
on t h e  why and how o f  t r a n s v e s t i s m  from u s  r e a d e r s ,  you have 
a n o t h e r  t h i n k  com ing .  Why, w e ’ r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  in  s e l f - a n a -  
l y s i s - - w e * r e  i n t e r e s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  in  w ha t  w i l l  s a t i s f y  ou r  
l o n g i n g ,  o u r  d e s i r e s  and we wan t  t o  r e a d  wha t  w i l l  e x c i t e  us  
s e n s u a l l y  and e m o t i o n a l l y .

T h i s  i s  n o t  d i s p a r a g i n g  n o r  b e l i t t l i n g  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  be 
o b j e c t i v e  and c a n d i d  a b o u t  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  By no m e a n s 1. I t  
s i m p ly  means  t h a t  i f  you i n t e n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s  
y o u ’ l l  s i m p l y  have t o  do i t  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l o n e — which  you a r e  
p r o b a b l y  d o i n g  a l r e a d y .  T r u e ,  y o u ’ l l  have  c o n t r i b u t o r s ,  b u t  
wh at  t h e y  c o n t r i b u t e  w i l l  be news a c c o u n t s ,  t r u e  o r  f a b r i c a ­
t e d  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e i r  own e x p e r i e n c e s ,  t r u e  o r  f a n c i e d  ( m o s t l y  
f a n c i e d )  t a l e s  o f  o t h e r s  d o i n g s  w hi ch  t h e y  have f a b r i c a t e d  t o  
s a t i s f y  t h e i r  own d e s i r e s .

T r a n s v e s t i t e s  a r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e l f  a n a l y s i s ,  n o r  do 
t h e y  s e e k  an a n s w e r  a s  t o  why t h e y  a r e  s o .  Many a d m i t  t h a t  
t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  f e a r  o f  s e l f - a n a l y s i s  i s  t h a t  upon f i n d i n g  t h e
t r u t h  t h e  d e s i r e  w i l l  v a n i s h -----and who w a n t s  t h a t  p l e a s a n t  and
d e s i r e a b l e  f e e l i n g  t o  v a n i s h .

What t h e v  w i l l  s e e k  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a g e s  o f  y o u r  TRANSVESTIA 
a r e  new a v e n u e s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  f a n t a s i e s  and i n d u l g e n c e .  Be­
coming s a t i a t e d  by p a s t  f a n t a s i e s ,  w h i c h  no l o n g e r  e f f e c t  any  
r e s p o n s e ,  t h e v  must  s e e k  new o n es  c o n t i n u a l l y  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  
n e e d  t o  a c t i v a t e  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s .  T r a n s v e s t i t e s  a r e  s c a r e e l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  in  f i n d i n g  w ha t  makes t h e  t i c k  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h av e  no 
d e s i r e  t o  u p s e t  t h e i r  s t a t u s  quo w h ich  t h e y  have wo rk ed  o u t  t o  
t h e i r  own s a t i s f a c t i o n .

I t  i s  w i t h  t h e  t r u l y  you n g  o n es  t h a t  t h e r e  l i e s  h o p e ,  b u t  
how a r e  #ou g o i n g  t o  r e a c h  th em .  S c a r e d  by s o c i a l  c u s t o m s  and
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e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n h i b i t i o n s ,  and a f r a i d  o f  o s t r a c i s m  and  r i d i c u l e — 
how many go t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  a d m i t t i n g  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e  
t o  o t h e r s . . . . . . . . . . .

No,  C h a r l e s ,  y o u r  work w i l l  be m o s t l y  a l o n e l y  o n e .  I f  you 
d e s i r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  w e l l  an d  g o o d ,  b u t  I f e e l  t h a t  i f  you a r e  t o  
c o n t i n u e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  much o f  i t  mus t  be d e v o t e d  t o  s t o r i e s ,  f a n ­
t a s i e s  and e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a good many o f  which  w i l l  I b e l i e v e  be 
f a b r i c a t e d  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  p e r s o n a l  i n d u l g e n c e  o f  t h e  f a b r i c a t o r .  
T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  wrong  w i t h  t h i s  and p e r h a p s  i t s  t h e  s a f e t y  v a l v e  
t h a t  e n a b l e s  t h e  t r a n s v e s t i t e  t o  r e t a i n  h i s  s a n i t y  and p r e v e n t s  
h im from  r a s h  and f o o l i s h  a c t s .......................

But  enou gh o f  t h i s ,  C h a r l e s .  I would  l i k e  t o  say  t h a t  I t o o  
would  l i k e  t o  be among t h o s e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  s t o r i e s  when t h e y  a r e  
r e a d y .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r $ ,  S . S . - -  Minn.

E d i t o r s  N o t e :  I t  i s n 1t  f a i r  t o  p r i n t  o n l y  t h e  c o n g r a t u l a t o r y
s i d e - - t h e  a p p r o v i n g  s i d e ,  so t h e  o t h e r  i s  p r e s e n t e d  t o o .  F o r t u n ­
a t e l y  MS . S . M f e a r  t h a t  I would  be l a b o r i n g  a l o n e  h a s  n o t  come t o  
p a s s .  The p r o g r a m  and p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a g az in e  h a s  been w i d e ­
l y  a c c e p t e d  and a p p e a r s  t o  be f i l l i n g  a n eed  f o r  many p e o p l e .  I 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  my i d e a s  of  p r e s e n t i n g  m a t e r i a l  n o t  o n l y  f o r  e n t e r ­
t a i n m e n t  b u t  f o r  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  and i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a r e  p r o v i n g  
h e l p f u l  t o  many r e a d e r s  i n  r i d d i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  of  g u i l t  and f e a r  
and a c h i e v i n g  g r e a t e r  s e l f - a c c e p t a n c e .  M o r e o v e r ,  an i n c r e a s i n g  
number  o f  non-TV r e a d e r s  a r e  s e e i n g  t h i s  m a g a z in e  and l e a r n i n g  
$ b o u t  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  ways t h e y  we re  n e v e r  a b l e  t o  do b e f o r e .  I 
am s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r a m  i s  s u c c e s s f u l  and t h a t  t h e  m agaz ine  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w .  • P e r h a p s  " S . S . "  j u d g e s  t o o  much by h i s  own 
f e e l i n g s  w h ich  a r e  r i g h t  t o  a d e g r e e ,  and d o e s  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h e  
n e e d  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and t h e  p e a c e  o f  mind t h a t  g o e s  w i t h  i t  
t h a t  d w e l l s  w i t h i n  so many of  o u r  k i n d . -----V i r g i n i a .

D ear  V i r g i n i a :

I am e n c l o s i n g  t h e  $4 and hope you a r e  a b l e  t o  send  t h e  new 
copy  o f  y o u r  m a g a z i n e  r e a l  s o o n .  I f i n d  t h a t  TVia  i s  t h e  most  
s t i m u l a t i n g  book t h a t  h a s  e v e r  been  p u b l i s h e d .  How g r a t i f y i n g  
t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  so many t h a t  r e a l i z e  and e n j o y  t h e  l u x u r y
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arid s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  F e m i n in e  F a s h i o n s  
l o n g  ago t h a t  t h e r e  were  o t h e r s  t h a t  
i n g  o f  b e i n g  a woman w i t h o u t  t h e  s t i  
now i f  I c o u l d  o n l y  f i n d  t h e  s o l a c e  
t h e  a r t  o f  f e m i n i n e  f a s h i o n s  and d i s  
50-60 y e a r s  o l d .

I n c i d e n t a l l y  I am 32 and m a r r i e  
n o r ,  I am s u r e ,  would  be t o l e r a n t  o f  
w e l l  I knew i t  when some o f  y o u r  w ri  
o f  l i v i n g  w i t h  a woman and b e i n g  env 
o f  c l o t h i n g .

P l e a s e  k e e p  up t h e  good work a s  
p o r t a n t  t o  p e o p l e  l i k e  me.

. How I t h a t  I had known 
e n j o y e d  t h e  supreme f e e l -  

gma o f  b e i n g  " q u e e r ” . Even 
o f  r e c e i v i n g  t r a i n i n g  in  
c i p l i n e  by a l a d y  o r  c o u p l e

d ,  b u t  my w i f e  n e i t h e r  knows 
my i n n e r  y e a r n i n g s .  How 

t e r s  spoke  of  t h e  t o r t u r e  
i o u s  o f  h e r  e v e r y  s m a l l  b i t

t h i s  m a g a z i n e  i s  v e r y  im-

Love , G1o— M a s s .

Dear  V i r g i n i a :
P l e a s e  a c c e p t  my warm c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  on a f i n e  p u b l i c a t i o n  

and an i n s p i r e d  c a u s e .  I have s o u g h t  a m a g a z i n e  s uch  a s  y o u r s  
f o r  many y e a r s .

E n c l o s e d  i s  my ch e c k  f o r  $20 .  P l e a s e  s end  me any e a r l y  
i s s u e s  and p u t  me on t h e  l i s t  f o r  s u b s e q u e n t  i s s u e s .  A d d i t i o n a l  
f u n d s  w i l l  be f o r t h c o m i n g  when r e q u i r e d .  I hope v e r y  much t o  be 
a h e l p f u l ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  member of  t h e  g r o u p .  D o n ' t  h e s i t a t e  t o  
c a l l  on me i f  you t h i n k  I c o u l d  be o f  some s e r v i c e .

Thank y o u ,  C . N . — Mas s .

De ar  V i r g i n i a :

I j u s t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  bac k i s s u e  o f  TVia # 3 .  I now have 3 -7  
and I must  s a y  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  h a s  been s t e a d i l y  im­
p r o v e d .  In  f a c t ,  had I o r i g i n a l l y  r e c e i v e d  #3 a s  my f i r s t  e d ­
i t i o n ,  I m i g h t  n o t  have c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u b s c r i b e .  As i t  w as ,  my 
f i r s t  i s s u e  was #5 w hi ch  was t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  new f o r m a t  and g o o d .

I t  seems  t o  me t h a t  y o u r  f i r s t  e d i t i o n s  we re  on a more e r ­
o t i c  l e v e l  w i t h  more e m p h a s i s  on b b ndage  and s u b s e r v i e n c e .  F o r  
example  I c i t e  t h e  s t o r y  o f  " L i f e  w i t h  Aunt  C o r a " .  T h e r e  a r e  
many p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  c a t e r  t o  t h i s  e r o t i c  t r e n d  and I*m g l a d
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t o  s ee  t h a t  you i n t e n d  t o  kee p  TVia o u t  o f  t h i s  c a t a g o r y .
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  in  TVia s h o u l d  be f a c t u a l  a c c o u n t s  

and n o t  "dr eam  s t o r i e s " .  I f  any  r e a d e r  w a n t s  t h a t  t y p e  o f  s t o r y  
a l l  t h a t  h a s  t o  be done i s  t o  w r i t e  t o  N u t r i x ,  o r  some o t h e r  e r ­
o t i c  p u b l i s h e r .

As t h e  i s s u e s  p r o g r e s s ,  you can s ee  more of  o u r  " s i s t e r s "  
coming o u t  o f  t h e i r  s h e l l s  and w r i t i n g  l e t t e r s  and a r t i c l e s .  T h i s  
i s  i m p o r t a n t  -  o r  you w i l l  have  t o  r e s o r t  t o  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  n o t  
so f a c t u a l  -  o r  i n t e r e s t i n g .  T h e r e  s h o u l d  be more p e r s o n a l  e x p e r ­
i e n c e  s t o r i e s ,  s u c h  a s  my e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  J ap a n  and J e a n e t t e s  s t o r y  
in  # 7 .  In  o r d e r  t o  t a k e  on t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  o f  " o u r "  m a g a z i n e ,  TVia 
mus t  o f  " o f  t h e  p e o p l e  -  by t h e  p e o p l e  -  and f o r  t h e  p e o p l e "  i t  
r e  p re  sen  t  s .

A l t h o u g h  I l i k e  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r t i c l e s  on 
TVism,  t h e y  do n o t  a l w a y s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  t r u e  TV and a r e  o f t e n  f l a ­
g r a n t  d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  t r u e  f e e l i n g s  o f  most  o f  us  ( a s  can be 
s ee n  by y o u r  many Ed. N o t e s  i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e s ) .

I hope we can k ee p  s u b m i t t i n g  good m a t e r i a l  f o r  o u r  m ag az in e  
and p i c t u r e s  t o o .  L e t ’ s k e e p  t h e  m a g az in e  f a c t u a l ,  and hope more 
" g i r l s "  w i l l  come o u t  o f  t h e i r  s h e l l s  and  t e l l  u s  a b o u t  t h e i r  ex ­
p e r i e n c e s  and how we can  impr ove o u r s e l v e s  t o  f a c e  t h e  w o r ld  c o n -  
f i d a n t l y  and w i t h o u t  shame.

Love , AnnT- F l a .

Dear  V i r g i n i a :

I w i s h  t o  commend you f o r  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  im p ro v em en t  you 
ha ve  e f f e c t e d  in  T V ia .  T h e r e  h a s  b een  s t e a d y  im p ro v em en t  a s  e a c h  
i s s u e  h a s  b een  p r i n t e d .  I t  shows wh at  i n g e n u i t y  mixed w i t h  a  
l i t t l e  more money can d o .  I t h i n k  t h a t  you a r e  d o i n g  a  w o n d e r f u l  
j o b .  I s o m e t i m e s  wo nd er  i f  you have had any j o u r n a l i s t i c  t r a i n i n g  
and e x p e r i e n c e .  *̂ f n o t  you hav e a n o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  a t  h a n d .

I t  i s  q u i t e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  you have t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  many i n t e r ­
e s t e d  TVs and you may c o n t i n u e  t o  c o u n t  on me a s  one of  th em .  I 
w e l l  know t h e  p a t i e n t  and h a r d  work t h a t  you a r e  p u t t i n g  in  b u t  I 
know a l s o  t h a t  i t  i s  a " l a b o r  of  l o v e " .  S i n c e r e l y  W i n f i e — C a l i f .

E d ! s .  R e p l y :  No, no j o u r n a l i s t i c  t r a i n i n g  b e s i d e s  w r i t i n g  s e v e r a l
t h e s e s  in  c o l l e g e ,  b u t  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  k i n d  w o r d s .
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Targets, Titles, and Terminology

by VIRGINIA

In  a  m a g a z i n e  l i k e  TRANSVESTIA, w h ich  i s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  p e r ­
s o n s  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t ,  i t  m i g h t  seem a m i n o r  m a t t e r  t o  g i v e  
any c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w h ich  we a r e  a p p e a l i n g  t o  f o r  i t  
i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  c r o s s  d r e s s i n g  
and a p p e a l i n g  t o  p e r s o n s  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t .  H o w ev er ,  t h e r e  
i s  more t o  i t  t h a n  t h i s .

T h e r e  a r e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  on t h e  m a r k e t  whose s o l e  p u r p o s e  i s  
t o  c a t e r  t o  and  s e l l  t o  p e r s o n s  whose  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  
o f  b o n d a g e ,  s p a n k i n g ,  f l a g e l l a t i o n ,  e t c .  T h es e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  h a v e  
no p u r p o s e  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  make money,  t h e y  a r e  s t r i c t l y  c o m m e r c i a l  
v e n t u r e s .  Many o f  t h e s e  d e a l  w i t h  T r a n s v e s t i s m  i n  some way and 
many TVs buy th em ,  b u t  I c o n c e i v e  o f  TRANSVESTIA a s  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r ­
a b l y  more t h a n  a  c o m m e r c i a l  a d v e n t u r e ,  h a v i n g  more g o a l s  t h a n  j u s t  
mak ing  money. (Even t h i s  g o a l  h a s  n o t  y e t  been a c h i e v e d ) .  I 
t h i n k  o f  TRANSVESTIA a s  s e r v i n g  t h e  t h r e e  p u r p o s e s  o u t l i n e d  on t h e  
c o v e r  o f  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  i s s u e :  To p r o v i d e  E x p r e s s i o n ,  E d u c a t i o n ,
and I n f o r m a t i o n .  A l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  a r e  ab o v e  and  b eyond  t h e  
c o m m e r c i a l .  T h i s  i s  w h a t  s e t s  TRANSVESTIA o f f  f r om  an y  o t h e r  mag­
a z i n e  s e r v i n g  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p ,  w i t h  t h e  
p r o b a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  ONE, THE MATTACHINE REVIEW and t h e  LADDER a l l  
t h r e e  o f  w h ic h  a r e  s e r v i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  and h e l p i n g  t h e  o a u s e  o f  
t h e  H o m osexua l .

W e l l ,  i f  TRANSVESTIA i s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a  s p e c i a l  
g r o u p  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  E x p r e s s i o n ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  an d  I n f o r m a t i o n  i t  
n a t u r a l l y  p o s e s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  j u s t  w h a t  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h a t  g r o u p  
a r e  and wha t  m a t e r i a l  s h o u l d  be p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  m a g a z i n e  t o  accom­
p l i s h  t h e s e  e n d s .  He re  i s  w he re  t h e  p r o b l e m  a r i s e s — i . e .  how am I 
t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  TARGETS— t h e  a u d i e n c e — t h a t  I am s h o o t i n g  a t .  N a t ­
u r a l l y  I h ave  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  on who b u y s  t h e  m a g a z i n e ,  b u t  I h av e  
t o  f o r m u l a t e  an i d e a  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  t a r g e t  i n  o r d e r  
t o  a im  p r o p e r l y .  So i t  seems t i m e l y  f o r  me t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  
w i t h  y o u ,  t h e  r e a d e r s .  T h a t  t h i s  p r o b l e m  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  one i s  
i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I h av e  p e r h a p s  h a l f  a s  many c a r d s  i n  
t h e  f i l e  f o r  p e r s o n s  who h av e  b o u g h t  one o r  two i s s u e s  and t h e n
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t e n d s  t o  c o n f u s e  t h i s  t y p e  o f  p e r s o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  w i t h  whom 
v a r i o u s  w o rd s  have  a l r e a d y  come t o  be a s s o c i a t e d .

Words and  names a r e  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s  i n  o u r  c u l t u r e .
They a r e  t h e  means  w i t h  w h ich  we t r a n s f e r  i d e a s  and c o n c e p t i o n s  
f rom one i n d i v i d u a l  t o  a n o t h e r .  Thus  any  " f u z z i n e s s "  o r  i n a c c ­
u r a c y  in  t h e  w o rd s  u s e d  t o  co n v ey  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e s u l t s  in  b r i n g i n g  
t o  mind i n  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n  c o n c e p t s  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h o s e  we d e s i r e  
t o  s h a r e  w i t h  h im.  In o r d e r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  b u i l d  up in  t h e  p u b l i c  
mind b o t h  l a y  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c l e a r  i d e a  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  p e r s o n  
we a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  in t h i s  m a g a z in e  we must  u s e  w ord s  t h a t  a r e  
a c c u r a t e ,  d e s c r i p t i v e  and c l e a r  in  d e s c r i b i n g  him and r e f r a i n  from 
u s i n g  o t h e r  t e r m s  w hi ch  have  a l r e a d y  a c q u i r e d  m e a n i n g s  r e l a t e d  t o  
o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  b e h a v i o r .  F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  t h e  word T r a n s v e s t i t e  
i s  n o t  go o d ;  f i r s t  b e c a u s e  i t  m e r e l y  d e s c r i b e s  wha t  a  p e r s o n  d o es  
and t h e r e f o r e  d o e s  n o t  s e r v e  p r o p e r l y  a s  a  n o un ;  s e c o n d l y ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  b e h i n d  n b e h a v i o u r  i s  why i t  i s  d o n e - - w h a t  i s  
t h e  m o t i v a t i o n ,  and t h i s  word g i v e s  no i n k l i n g  o f  t h a t ,  t h i r d l y ,  
b e c a u s e  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  p r o p e r  image in t h e  p u b l i c  eye i t  i s  n e c e s s ­
a r y  t o  d i s a s s o c i a t e  h e t e r o s e x u a l  p e r s o n s  who c r o s s  d r e s s  f o r  p e r ­
s o n a l  i n n e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  f rom h o m o s e x u a l  p e r s o n s  who w h e t h e r  t h e y  
e n j o y  i n n e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  o r  n o t  do employ  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e  a s  a  
means  t o  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e i r  h o m o s e x u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and n o t  a s  an  end 
i n  i t s e l f .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  d i s p a r a g e  h o m o s e x u a l s .  I know many o f  
them  and h ave  a  g r e a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  a l o t  o f  them .  They have t h e i r  
own p r o b l e m s  w i t h  s o c i e t y  and t h e i r  own m ag az in e  and m e th o d s  f o r  
c o n t e n d i n g  w i t h  t h o s e  p r o b l e m s .  I j u s t  d o n ’ t  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i n  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  t y p e  o f  p e r s o n s  t o w a r d  whom I ara d i r e c t i n g  TRANS- 

’Vh’STlA t o  a l l o w  anymore  a s s o c i a t i o n  b e tw e en  t h e  two fo r m s  o f  b e ­
h a v i o r  t h a n  can be h e l p e d  I t  j u s t  m u d d i e s  t h e  w a t e r s  and h i n d e r s  
t h e  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  t a s k  o f  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  
w h i c h  l i e s  b e f o r e  u s .

F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  t h e  t e r m  t r a n s v e s t i t e  j u s t  d o e s  n o t  a d ­
e q u a t e l y  d e s c r i b e  u s  and  t h u s  d o e s  n o t  a i d  o u r  c a u s e .  What mot ­
i v a t e s  m os t  o f  u s  i s  a  l o v e  o f  t h e  f e m i n i n e ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e  c l o t h e s -  
t h i s  would  be f e t i s h i s m - l o v e  o f  t h e  f e m i n i n e  mode o f  l i f e ,  f e e l i n g ,  
and  e x p r e s s i o n ,  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f rom  t h e  m a s c u l i n e .  We 
s y m b o l i c a l l y  u n i f y  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  ’’l a d i e s "  , t h a t  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  
t y p e  o f  woman, n o t  j u s t  w i t h  t h e  f e m a l e  e l e m e n t  i n  h e r .  Thus a 
more  d e s c r i p t i v e  word f o r  our p a t t e r n  would  be FEMIPHILLI4,or lovs
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o f  t h e  f e m i n i n e  and one who f e e l s  t h i s  way would  be t e r m e d  a 
FEMIPHILE. T h i s  oan be s h o r t e n e d  t o  "FP" j u s t  a s  w e l l  a s  t r a n s -  
v e a t i t e  can become "TV". Now, a s  many o f  u s  h a r e  f o u n d  o u t ,  i n  
e x p l a i n i n g  o u r  f e e l i n g s  t o  someone u n a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  p a t t e r n  
i t  i s  more e a s i l y  g o t t e n  a c r o s s  t o  them when we c a l l  o u r s e l v e s  
" a m a t e u r  f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r s " .  Ye t  t h i s  i s  a  r a t h e r  l o n g  t i t l e  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  and more o r  l e s s  c l a s s e s  u s  w i t h  t h e  i m p e r ­
s o n a t o r s  o f  n i g h t  c l u b  t y p e  who n o t  o n l y  a r e  h o m o s e x u a l  ( i n  m os t  
o a s e s )  b u t  a r e  known t o  be by t h e  p u b l i c .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  p l a c e ,  
i t  i s  r a t h e r  i n a c c u r a t e  b e c a u s e  we a r e  n o t  i m p e r s o n a t i n g  a  f e m a l e  t 
t h i s  i s  an o p e r a t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  a  s ex  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s  n o t  t h e  
s e x  we a r e  i m i t a t i n g ,  i t  i s  t h e  g e n d e r - - t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e x p r e s s i o n ,  
t h e  k i n d  o f  l i v i n g ,  t h e  k i n d  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  we a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  
a  l a d y , n o t  j u s t  a  f e m a l e  human,  t h a t  we a r e  a d o p t i n g .  We a r e  
p e r s o n i f y i n g  f e m i n i n i t y ,  n o t  f e m a l e n e s s .  Thus  t h e  w o rd s  "femme- 
p e r s o n  i f  i e r M would  be d e s c r i p t i v e  enough  b u t  n o t  v e r y  c o n v e n i e n t ,  
so t h e  n e x t  m o d i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  comes t o  mind i s  " f e m m e p e r s o n a t o r "— 
one who becomes a  f e m i n i n e  p e r s o n  o r  e x p r e s s e s  f e m i n i n i t y .  T h i s  
word i s  e a s y  t o  s a y ,  e a s y  t o  w r i t e ,  d o e s  n o t  r e f e r  o n l y  t o  wh at  
o n es  DOES ( a s  t r a n s v e s t i t e  d o e s )  b u t  t o  wha t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  
a c c o m p l i s h i n g ,  t h e r e b y  i m p l y i n g  t h e  m o t i v e  b e h i n d  t h e  a c t i o n .  
M o r e o v e r ,  o f  t h o s e  who know t h e  word t r a n s v e s t i t e  many a l r e a d y  
a s s o c i a t e  i t  w i t h  h o m o s e x u a l  q u e e n s  s i n c e  i t  i s  u s e d  t h a t  way 
f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  p o p u l a r  p r e s s .  F e r a m e p e r s o n a t o r , b e i n g  a new ly  
m i n t e d  word h a s  no i m p l i c a t i o n s  e x c e p t  w ha t  we w i s h  t o  g i v e  t o  i t .  
I t  t o o ,  can be s h o r t e n e d  t o  "FP".

"FP" in  a  symbol  o r  p i n  w ou ld  o c c a s i o n a l l y  hav e t o  be ex ­
p l a i n e d  t o  p e o p l e  who n e e d  n o t  be t o l d  a l l  a b o u t  t h e  d r e s s i n g  b e ­
h a v i o u r .  For  su ch  p e r s o n  t h e  i n i t i a l s  s t a n d  f o r  " F u l l  P e r s o n a l i t y  
E x p r e s s i o n ,  w h ich  i s  good enough  f o r  them and i s  a t  t h e  same t i m e  
a t r u e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  a im s  o f  wha t  h a s  up t o  now bee n  t e r m e d  a 
TV. So,  f rom h e r e  o n ,  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  we b e g i n  t o  t r a i n  o u r s e l v e s  
t o  r e f e r  t o  o u r s e l v e s  a s  "FPs"  and n o t  TVs,  t h o u g h  t h a t  e x p r e s s i o n  
w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  d i e  h a r d  and c r e e p  i n  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  ( I  t h i n k  I  may 
s a f e l y  t a k e  some c r e d i t  f o r  s t a r t i n g  t h a t  a b b r e v i a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p l a c e ,  a t  l e a s t  h e r e  on t h e  West  C o a s t ,  many y e a r s  ago b e f o r e  t h e  
f i r s t  i l l - s t a r e d  " T r a n s v e e t i a *  a p p e a r e d  f o r  i t s  s h o r t  l i f e  o f  2 
i 86U68, t h e r e f o r e  I f e e l  t h a t  I have  an ad d ed  r i g h t  t o  p r o n o u n c e  a  
d e a t h  s e n t e n c e .  N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  name o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  w i l l  n o t  be
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sto pped as f o r  t h o s e  who h a r e  b o u g h t  a number  o f  i s s u e s  and who a r e  
c o n t in u in g  members  o f  t h e  S o r o r i t y .  Those  who d i d  n o t  c o n t i n u e  
were lo o k in g  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  wha t  TRANSVESTIA o f f e r e d  
them .

I  began  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  t o  s e r v e  a  c a u s e ;  I s u f f e r e d  c o n s i d e r ­
a b l e  e m b a r r a s s m e n t ,  and f i n a n c i a l  l o s s  f o r  a  c a u s e ;  have  made a 
l a r g e  p e r s o n a l  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  a  c a u s e  and s p e n t  an eno rmous  amount  
o f  t i m e  f o r  t h i s  c a u s e .  I  h av e  done so b e c a u s e  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h i s  c a u s e  n e e d s  t o  be s e r v e d .  J u s t  wh at  i s  t h i s  c a u s e ?  I t  i s  
t h a t  o f  b u i l d i n g  up k n o w l e d g e ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g , a n d ,  i n  s m a l l  ways 
w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  p e o p l e ,  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  b e h a v i o r  p a t t e r n  common­
l y  c a l l e d  T r a n s v e s t i s m ,  and d i g n i t y ,  a c c e p t a n c e  and s e l f  r e s p e c t  
among t h e  p e o p l e  who p r a c t i c e  i t ,  T h es e  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  w i v e s ,  p a r ­
e n t s ,  and f r i e n d s  a r e  t h e  a u d i e n c e — t h e  t a r g e t s  a t  which t h i s  mag­
a z i n e  i s  d i r e c t e d .  I t  i s  n o t  d i r e c t e d  a t  n o r  i n t e n d e d  f o r  homo­
s e x u a l s ,  b o n d ag e  e n t h u s i a s t s ,  d o m i n a t i o n  a d d i c t s ,  m a s o c h i s t s  o f  
o t h e r  t y p e s ,  f e t i s h i s t s ,  e x h i b i t i o n i s t s  o r  an y  o f  a v a r i e t y  o f  
o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  p e o p l e .  S u b s c r i b e r s  t o  t h e  m a g a z i n e  may be i n t e r e s t e  
i n  one o r  more o f  t h e s e  o t h e r  f i e l d s ,  and may f i n d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  
TVia i n t e r e s t i n g  a s  w e l l ,  b u t  t h e  m a g a z i n e  i t s e l f  w i l l  n o t  be a imed 
a t  an y  o f  t h e s e  f i e l d s .  I f ,  t h e n ,  t h e  m a g a z i n e  i s  d e s i g n e d  o n l y  
t r a n s v e s t i t e s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  t e r m  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e .

The p e r s o n s  t o w a r d s  w h ich  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  i s  a imed a r e  t h o s e  
whose s e x u a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d  t h e  f e m a l e  b u t  who n e v e r ­
t h e l e s s  f i n d  g r e a t  p e a c e ,  c o m f o r t ,  r e l a x a t i o n  and i n n e r  s a t i s f a c t ­
i o n  f rom t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  f e m i n i n e  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  medium o f  t h e  w e a r i n g  o f  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e  and symbo l­
i c a l l y  b ec o m in g  women. O t h e r  p e r s o n s  may a d o p t  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e  f o r  
v a r i o u s  o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  and may be s a i d  t o  be Mt r a n s v e s t i n g "  o r  c r o s s  
d r e s s i n g  when t h e y  d o # b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  TRANSVESTITES a s  su ch  u n l e s s  
t h e y  a r e  h e t e r o s e x u a l  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  and t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e  and p r o b a ­
b l y  s o l e  d i g r e s s i o n  f rom t h e  o r d i n a r y  l i e s  in  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  ex ­
p r e s s  t h e i r  f e m i n i n e  s e l f .

I f  t h e  t a r g e t  o f  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  T r a n s v e s t i a  i s  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
p e r s o n ,  i t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t o  d e v i s e  a t e r m i n o l o g y  w h ic h  w i l l  be d e ­
s c r i p t i v e  o f  t h i s  t y p e  and n o t  o f  o t h e r s .  At  t h e  same t i m e ,  i t  i s  
v e r y  much in  o r d e r  t o  r e f r a i n  f rom t h e  u s e  o f  t e r m i n o l o g y  wh ich
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c h a n g e d .  The name s e r v e s  t o  c a t c h  t h e  eye  o f  any new FP p r o s p e c t s  
who s ee  i t .

The n e x t  m a t t e r  o f  t e r m i n o l o g y  t h a t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i s  t h a t  o f  
a v o i d i n g  w o rd s  w h i c h  g i v e  t h e  wrong  c o n n o t a t i o n .  The phenomena o f  
g u i l t  by a s s o c i a t i o n  i s ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a l l  t o o  common in  p r e s e n t  
day A m e r i c a .  By t h e  o l d  e x p r e s s i o n ,  ”A man i s  known by t h e  com­
pany  he k e e p s ” . I t  t h e r e f o r e  b e h o o v e s  FPs  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y ,  p s y c h i a t r i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  and a 
r e a s o n a b l e  and u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  and 
b e h a v i o u r  f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  w o r l d  and t o  s p e c i f i c  r e l a t i v e s  
and f r i e n d s ,  t o  s t a y  a s  f a r  away a s  p o s s i b l e  f rom w o r d s ,  e x p r e s s ­
i o n s  and a c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  a l r e a d y  a s s o c i a t e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  mind 
w i t h  o t h e r  b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r n s .  I have  r e f e r e n c e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  
homo s e x u a l i t y . As a l l  o f  u s  know,  t h i s  p a t t e r n  h a s  been known f o r  
m i l l e n i a  and w h i l e  h e t e r o s e x u a l  c r o s s  d r e s s e r s  h av e  d o u b t l e s s  been 
a r o u n d  e q u a l l y  l o n g ,  t h e i r  e x i  s t a n c e  a s  a s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y  was 
n o t  r e c o g n i z e d  u n t i l  t h e  work o f  H i r e c h f e l d ,  H a v e l o c k  E l l i s  and 
o t h e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n s p i t e  o f  
t h e  work o f  t h e s e  kn o w in g  men many o t h e r  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  and t h e  
p u b l i c  a t  l a r g e  make no d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  h e t e r o s e x u a l  and homo­
s e x u a l  c r o s s - d r e s s e r s , c l a s s i n g  them a l l  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  w i t h  t h e  
h u m i l i a t i n g  s u b - d i v i s i o n  o f  ’’l a t e n t "  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  a p p l i e d  t o  t h o s e  
who show no man i f e s t a t i o n  o f  i t .  With  t h i s  t y p e  o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
we c a n ' t  w i n ,  and t h i s  i s  why i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  new 
t e r m i n o l o g y ,  new d e f i n i t i o n s ,  even a new s l a n g  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  w h i l e  
a t  t h e  same t i m e  a v o i d i n g  t h e  w o rd s  a l r e a d y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  homo­
s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r .

I ha ve  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  h e r e  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  word " d r a g " , 
s u c h  a s  “b e i n g  in  d r a g ” , g o i n g  somewhere  " in d r a g " .  T h i s  t e r m  r e ­
f e r s  t o  and i s  u n d e r s t o o d  by e v e r y b o d y  who knows t h e  word a s  r e f e r ­
r i n g  t o  h o m o s e x u a l  q u e e n s  who w e a r  women' s  a t t i r e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  
s e x u a l  a p p e a l  t o  o t h e r  raen. I r e f u s e  t o  u s e  t h e  word in  t h i s  mag­
a z i n e  e x c e p t  w he re  i t  r e f e r s  t o  o b v i o u s l y  h o m o s e x u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  
g a t h e r i n g s  l i k e  t h e  A r t i s t s  and  M o d e l s  b a l l  w h ich  c o u l d  be c a l l e d  
a  ’’d r a g  b a l l ” .

A g a i n ,  l e t  me e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  I have  n o t h i n g  a g a i n s t  homosex­
u a l s ,  m ale  o r  f e m a l e .  I b e l i e v e  in  t h e  s l o g a n s  o f  " L iv e  and L e t  
L i v e ” , and "To Each H ie  Own", b u t  FPs  have a  b i g  en ough  b a t t l e  o f



t ^h ei r  own w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  f i g h t  t h e  h o m o s e x u a l ’ s b a t t l e s  t o o .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  t o  f i g h t  on o u r  own t e r m s  we mus t  s e g r e g a t e  o u r s e l v e s  
in  a l l  p o s s i b l e  ways  f r om  any  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  b e h a v i o u r .  T h i s  i s  
t h e  o n l y  way we w i l l  e v e r  a c h i e v e  even  a l i t t l e  d i g n i t y  and r e s p ­
e c t a b i l i t y .

O t h e r  w o rd s  a l r e a d y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  and w h ich  
I do n o t  b e l i e v e  FPs  s h o u l d  use  e i t h e r  p u b l i c l y  o r  p r i v a t e l y  when 
d i s c u s s i n g  o u r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e ,  " g a y ” , ’’camp” , ’’trade** and **Mary'*
( a s  a d e s c r i p t i v e  t e r m ,  n o t  a n a m e . )  D o u b t l e s s  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  
w h ich  do n o t  come t o  mind a t  t h e  moment b u t  w h ich  s h o u l d  be a v o i d e d

One c a n n o t  s i m p l y  i n v e n t  and impose  a l o t  o f  t e r m s  on o t h e r s ,  
b u t  I ' l l  v e n t u r e  t o  make some s u g g e s t i o n s  and w e ' l l  s ee  wha t  c a t ­
c h e s  on and w ha t  o t h e r s  may come up w i t h .  L e t ' s  t r y  t o  c r e a t e  
o u r  own d e s c r i p t i v e  t e r m s  w h ich  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  s e r v e  b e tw e en  u s ,  
b u t  when u s e d  t o  o t h e r s  w i l l  hav e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  and c o n n o t a t i o n s  
t h a t  a r e  t r u e  and d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  t h e  FP way o f  l i f e  i n s t e a d  o f  
t h a t  o f  " g a y v i l l e ' s "  d e n i z e n s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  most  common t e r m  
i s  t o  be " d r e s s e d "  w h ich  s e r v e s ,  b u t  w h ich  i s  r a t h e r  c o n f u s i n g  
s i n c e  i t  i m p l i e s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  n a m e l y , n a k e d . 
Some o f  u s  have h u m o r o u s l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  b e i n g  in  " m u f t i "  a s  a g a i n s t  
b e i n g  in  " u n i f o r m " .  The f o r m e r  r e f e r s  t o  wh at  a  s o l d i e r  w e a r s
f o r  h i s  own p l e a s u r e  and by c h o i c e  a s  d i s t i n c t  f rom  w h a t  he h a s
t o  w e a r  when on d u t y .  Thus  male  c l o t h e s  a r e  a  " u n i f o r m "  s i n c e  
we have t o  w e a r  t h em ,  w h i l e  when w e a r i n g  o u r  a t t i r e  o f  c h o i c e  we 
a r e  in  " m u f t i " .  Or ,  when one w i s h e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  h e 1 had been 
t o  a p a r t y  whe re  e v e r y o n e  " d r e s s e d "  he m i g h t  s a y ,  "we were  a l l  
'o n  d i s p l a y '  l a s t  n i g h t "  o r  we had a  " d i s p l a y "  p a r t y  a t  t h e  
R e s o r t  l a s t  w e ek en d .  A n o t h e r  and somewhat more f e m i n i n e  word 
would  b e ,  "we were  ' f e m i n a t i n g '  l a s t  n i g h t " .  T h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  o f  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and in  TVia  #13 I w i l l  o f f e r  a  g l o s s a r y  o f  new w o rd s  
t o  d e a l  w i t h  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  o u r  " f e m i l i v e s "  ( a s  d i s t i n c t  
f rom o u r  " m a l i v e s " ) .  In t h e  mean t im e why d o n t  t h o s e  o f  you who
have some i d e a s  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s  s en d  them in  so t h a t  t h e y  can
be i n c l u d e d .  I have  some r e a l  l o n g  r a n g e  p l a n s  w h ich  w i l l  i n ­
v o l v e  h a v i n g  a b i t  o f  "new l a n g u a g e "  r e a d y  t o  u s e ,  so l e t s  " g e t  
w i t h  i t "  and see  wha t  can be d e v i s e d .
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Visit to Headquarters

By Y o u r E d it o r  
CHARLES PRIICI

S in c e  I  was to  be in  New Y o rk o v e r the weekend o f  <^ct. 2 8 -2 9 ,
I  d e cid e d  to come home by way o f  W ashington D. C. and t a l k  to  th e 
top a u t h o r i t i e s  in  the P o s t O f f ic e  D epartm ent a b o u t o u r p ro b le m s.
I  w ro te f o r  an ap p o in tm en t w ith  M r. Day, th e  P o s tm a s te r  G e n e ra l o r 
M r. M ontague, th e C h ie f  In s p e c t o r .

On a r r i v a l ,  I  phoned th e  P o e t O f f ic e  D e p t .,  o n ly  to  le a r n  
t h a t  M r. Day was in  C a l i f .  I  was r e f e r r e d  to  M r. M o ntagu e’ s o f f ­
ic e  and a rra n g e d  an ap p o in tm en t f o r  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n .  When I  a r r i v e d ,  
I  was u sh e re d  in t o  M r. M ontague*s s p a c io u s  o f f i c e  and s t a r t e d  to  
t e l l  him o f  th e p u rp o se  o f  my v i s i t .  A f t e r  a few moments, he i n ­
t e r r u p t e d  to  say t h a t  he f e l t  t h a t  I  sh o u ld  speak to  M r. C a lla h a n ,  
who was in  ch a rg e  o f  the F ra u d  and M a i l a b i l i t y  S e c t io n .  He oame 
in t o  th e o f f i c e ,  we were in t r o d u c e d ,  and M r. Montague s u g g e s te d  
t h a t  we go to  M r. C a lla h a n ’ s o f f i c e  to t a l k .

M r. C a lla h a n  pro ve d  to  be a q u i e t ,  t h o u g h t f u l man who l i s t e n e d  
c o u r t e o u s ly  to  my s t o r y  f o r  a b o u t an ho u r and a h a l f .  He p a id  
a t t e n t io n  to what I  had to  say and s a id  a t  th e end t h a t  i t  had 
p ro ve n  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I  showed him th re e  ty p e s  o f  l e t t e r s  I  
had b ro u g h t a lo n g . I  had a number from  r e a d e r s  who had been " i n -  
spected**, r e l a t i n g  t h e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  th e  I n s p e c t o r s .  Some 
o f th e se  re p o rt e d  a c t i v i t i e s  by In s p e c t o r s  M r. C a lla h a n  a d m itte d  
were q u it e  o ut o f o r d e r ,  i f  th e y  were t r u e .  I  a ls o  had a number 
o f  l e t t e r s  from  r e a d e r s  in d i c a t i n g  how much the m agazine had meant 
to them and what i t  had done f o r  them. These were shown to  p ro ve  
t h a t  TRANSVESTIA i s  b e in g  p r in t e d  f o r  a p u rp o s e , n o t m e re ly  a s  en­
t e rt a in m e n t — to h e lp  p e o p le  a d ju s t  to  t h e i r  p ro b le m s , n o t s im p ly  
to  amuse them.

F i n a l l y ,  I  p ro d uced  a number o f  l e t t e r s  from  p r o f e s s io n a l  
p e o p le  o f  v a r io u s  t y p e s - d o c t o r s , la w y e r s ,  m in is t e r s ,  e t o . to  show 
t h a t  in  th e e ye s o f  th e s e  p e r s o n s ,  my work on th e m agazine was 
b e n e f i c i a l  and w o rt h w h ile .  I  a ls o  showed him th e  l e t t e r s  o f  i n ­
v i t a t i o n  and c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  a p p r e c ia t io n  I  had r e c e iv e d  from  th e 
v a r io u s  g ro u p s to  whom I  have le c t u r e d .  I  even had some p i c s  o f  
V i r g i n i a  to  p ro ve  t h a t  I  gave th e l e c t u r e s  t h a t  way.
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DRESS OF THE MONTH-CUSTOM MADE FOR YOU

Once a g a i n  John  Aaron  comes up w i t h  c u s to m  made i t e m s  t h a t  s h o u l d  
s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h o s e  o f  you who have d i f f i c u l t i e s  g e t t i n g  
w h a t  you r e q u i r e  i n  s t o r e s ,

JOHN AARON SAYS: " S k i r t s  and  b l o u s e s  a r e  t h e  most  e c o n o m i c a l  c l o ­
t h e s  f o r  d o u b l e  w e a r .  wi t h  many c o l o r s  t o  c h o o s e  f r om j u s t  send 
y o u r  f i r s t  and s e c o n d  c h o i c e s  f o r  t h e  i t e m s  i l l u s t r a t e d .  Any o f  
y ou  n e a r  en ough  t o  v i s i t  me a r e  welcome and w i l l  r e c e i v e  p e r s o n a l  
a t t e n t i o n  in  f i t t i n g .  I can make any k i n d  o f  d r e s s  you d e s i r e ,  
b u t  p r o b l e m s  o f  f i t t i n g  l i m i t  t h e  s t y l e s  w h ic h  can  be s a t i s f a c ­
t o r i l y  h a n d l e d  by c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and m a i l  o r d e r . "

DESCRIPTION OF STYLE 1 2 - A , B , C ,  & D: The s k i r t  may be made of any 
o f  s e v e r a l  m a t e r i a l s  i n d i c a t e d  a t  v a r y i n g  p r i c e s .  I t  i s  a 4 - p a n e l  
s k i r t ,  4 y e a r d s  wide  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  f o r  t h e  most  g r a c e f u l  swing 
p o s s i b l e .  Wear o v e r  a  n e t  p e t t i c o a t  f o r  t h e  f u l l e s t  l o o k .

BLOUSE A: A l l u r i n g  i s  t h e  word f o r  you i n  s i l k  o r  n y l o n  c h i f f o n .
Add a  l i t t l e  c r i s p n e s s  t o  t h i s  and we have a l l  s i l k  o r g a n z a .
T h ese  m a t e r i a l s  w i l l  show o f f  y o u r  n i c e s t  u n d i e s  t o  a d v a n t a g e .

BLOUSE B: F o r  d a y t i m e  o r  a f t e r n o o n — w o n d e r f u l  d i c i p l i n e d  b r o a d ­
c l o t h  i n  c o n t r a s t i n g  t o n e s .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  t o o  many.
Have one o f  them t r i m m e d  w i t h  t h e  s k i r t  f a b r i c .

BLOUSE C: F o r  t h e  g i r l  who l i k e s  f a b r i c s  t h a t  c l i n g ,  j e r s e y s
and c r e p e s  a r e  j u s t  t h e  t h i n g .

MEASUREMENTS: Take o v e r  g i r d l e ,  p a d s ,  l i n g e r i e  & w i t h  u s u a l ; h e e l s .
Wai s t _______ ___________ B u s t ______________________ H ip s_________________
Neck t o  w a i s t  i n  b a c k ____________________ i n  t r o n t ^ ________ _________
S h o u l d e r  t o  e lbow___________________D i a m e t e r  o f  f o r e a r m  a t  c u f f ________
S h o u l d e r  p o i n t  t o  s h o u l d e r  p o i n t ,  i n  bac k________ i n  f r o n t __________
C e n t e r  s h o u l d e r  t o  b u s t  p o i n t ___________ B u s t  p o i n t  t o  w a s i s t
W a i s t  t o  n a t u r a l  h e m l i n e ______________h e m l i n e  t o  f l o o r ________________
I t e m  w a n te d _______________ M a t e r i a l _________________ C o l o r _ ________________

Send c a s h  w i t h  o r d e r  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  f u l l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  W r i t e  t o

JOHN AARON 5750 M e l r o s e  Avenue Los  A n g e l e s  38 ,  C a l i f .



SKIRT: S t y l e  12A:
C r i s p  Rayon T a f f e t a  $ 1 8 , 9 5
P r i n t e d  T a f f e t a  $ 2 2 . 9 5
L u s t r o u s  S a t i n  $ 2 2 . 9 5
I t a l i a n  V e l v e t e e n  $29*95

Above i n  a l l  c o l o r s  
D acro n  & Wool F l a n n e l  
i n  g r e y ,  b l u e ,  b e i g e  
and b l a c k  ONLY $ 3 4 . 9 5

BLOUSE S t y l e  12 B:
A l l  S i l k  O rg a n za * 1 6 . 9 5
Nylon  C h i f f o n * 1 8 . 9 5
S i l k  C h i f f o n * 2 4 . 9 5

BLOUSE S t y l e  12 C:
F i n e  c o t t o n  b r o a d c l o t h  $ 9*95
S i l k  b r o a d c l o t h  o r  

Pongee * 2 2 . 9 5

BLOUSE S t y l e 12 D:
A r n e l  J e r s e y * 1 6 . 9 5
Rayon Crepe * 1 6 . 9 5
Wool J e r s e y * 1 8 . 9 5
Wool Crepe * 2 2 . 9 5
S i l k  J e r s e y * 5 4 . 9 5

Give S t y l e  N o . m a t e r i a l  and 
1 s t  & 2nd c h o i c e  o f  c o l o r  
and sen d  c o l o r  sa m ple  i f  
p o s s i b l e .

S t y l e  12 D
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W ith  a l l  o f  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  e v i d e n c e ,  I  t r i e d  t o  ex ­

p l a i n  t o  h im t h a t  TVism d i d  n o t  im p ly  h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  and t h a t  i t  
d id  n o t  i m p ly  a  n e e d  t o  m a i l  p o r n o g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l  e i t h e r .  I  a d ­
m i t t e d  t h a t  i n  an y  g i v e n  g r o u p ,  t h e r e  wou ld  a l w a y s  he a  few i n d i v ­
i d u a l s  whose  a c t i o n s  w e re  n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  
g r o u p ,  and  t h a t  t h e r e  m i g h t  w e l l  be some s c r e w b a l l s  among o u r  num­
b e r s  t o o ,  b u t  t h a t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  l a b e l  t h e  w ho le  g r o u p .  B o th  M r. 
M on tague  and  M r. C a l l a h a n  made t h e  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  were  n o t  
o o n o e r n e d  w i t h  w h e t h e r  a  p e r s o n  was a  TV, a  h o m o s e x u a l  o r  w h a t e v e r ,  
so l o n g  a s  he d i d  n o t  m i s u s e  t h e  m a i l s .

They now know o u r  s t o r y  a t  t h e  t o p ,  and i f  an yone  s u f f e r s  any 
u n l a w f u l  a c t i v i t i e s  by P o s t a l  I n s p e c t o r s ,  l e t  me know and I ' l l  p a s s  
i t  a l o n g  t o  Mr.  C a l l a h a n .  B u t  i f  you e v e r  s h o u l d  be a p p r o a c h e d  by 
an I n s p e c t o r ,  h o l d  y o u r  g r o u n d ,  d o n ’ t  be i n t i m i d a t e d ,  you have  r i g h t  
t o o ,  d o n ' t  f o r g e t .  I f  you a r e  i n n o c e n t ,  s t a n d  up f o r  y o u r s e l f ,  b u t  
i f  you  a r e  g u i l t y - - Y O U ' VE BEEN WARNED, and i t  w i l l  s e r v e  you r i g h t .  
You a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  g i v e  l e t t e r s  o r  a d d r e s s e s  t o  I n s p e c t o r s  w i t h  
o u t  a  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t ,  t h e n  i f  you a r e  a r r e s t e d ,  t h e  r i g h t  o f  s e a r c h  
o f  t h e  p r e m i s e s  where  t h e  a r r e s t  t a k e s  p l a c e  g o e s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  
w a r r a n t  f o r  a r r e s t .

D o n ' t  o b s t r u c t  j u s t i c e  and t h e  I n s p e c t o r s  j o b ,  b u t  by t h e  same 
t o k e n ,  d o n ' t  f a l l  a p a r t  an d  e x p o s e  a  whole  l o t  o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e  who 
a r e  p r o b a b l y  a s  i n n o c e n t  a s  you a r e - - p e r h a p s  more s o .  G i v i n g  t h e  
I n s p e c t o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  open a l l  y o u r  m a i l  i s  s o m e t h i n g  he c a n n o t  
f o r c e  up on you  a s  i t  i s  an i n v a s i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l  r i g h t s  and f r e e d o m s .  
To do so w i l l  g i v e  you no p r i v a c y  in t h e  m a i l s  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  y o u r  
l i f e ,  so d o n ' t  do i t .  You may be p r e s s u r e d  t o  do s o ,  w i t h  im­
p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t r o u b l e  i f  you d o n ' t ,  b u t  i f  you a r e  i n n o c e n t ,  s t a n d  
y o u r  g r o u n d .  I n  any  c a s e ,  you h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  h av e  an a t t o r n e y  
b e f o r e  you so much a s  open  y o u r  m o u t h .

You s e e ,  we h av e  h e r e  a d e l i c a t e  b a l a n c e  o f  f o r c e s .  A l l  o f  
u s ,  I am s u r e ,  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  h e l p i n g  t o  e r a d i c a t e  t h o s e  p e r ­
s o n s  who l i v e  on p e d d l i n g  s m u t ,  who s end  i t  t o  p e o p l e  who do n o t  
s o l i c i t  i t ,  and t o  c h i l d r e n .  To t h i s  e n t e n t  we s h o u l d  a l l  be 
w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  law  e n f o r c e m e n t  no m a t t e r  wh at  a g e n c y  
i s  i n v o l v e d .  At  t h e  same t i m e ,  i t  i s  common k n o w led g e  t h a t  some,  
n o t  a l l ,  b u t  some law  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s  a t  t h e  l o w e r  l e v e l s  a r e  
n o t  ab o v e  u s i n g  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h r e a t e n  and f r i g h t e n  p e o p l e .
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Personally, I don't oare to be pushed around tmiUffHT *>7 * 
policeman, a postal Inspector or anyone else. I pointed out 
to Mr. Callahan that in Washington, Federal employees and agents 
are the principal population and everyone is used to them, but 
out in the sticks, even in other cities, the presence of & Fed­
eral Officer strikes fear into most citizens. Khowing this, 
some Inspectors may use it as a weapon. I don't think that Mr. 
Montague or Mr. Callahan would approve of all that goes on in 
the field, but they can only carry out their obligations 
through the medium of the field men and doubtless, being human, 
the field men want to do a job too and may go a little over­
board in the process.

So what were the results? Naturally there were no immed­
iate results, and none were expected. I told our story and ex­
plained the purposes of the magazine. I left him a copy of the 
4 page brochure 'X Brief Discussion of the Nature of TVism" and 
when I got home, I sent him a copy of #7 which has the long 
Virgin Views explanation of TVism in it. I feel that I have 
made our story and position clear at the top in Washington. 
Obviously, nothing I said revealed any identity-letters had 
been carefully clipped beforehand. But equally obvious is the 
fact that nothing I said in Washington is going to help anyone 
who, in spite of my warnings, misuses the mails. Not only will 
he get himself in trouble, but he will bring disrepute on all 
the rest of the group and undo a lot of what I have suffered and 
paid to accomplish. So again I say, if you have any doubts about 
the propriety of sending something by mail— DON'T. If you re­
ceive doubtful material, destroy it. And remember another thing. 
The Post Office has a rather difficult detective job to do in fer­
reting out postal offenders. Among other techniques that they 
would obviously use would be to pose as TVs in ads or answers.
I am sure we have some Inspectors among our subscribers. Maybe 
we can't make TVs out of them, but lets not let them make fools 
out of us.
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** ****  WHAT t r a n s v e s t i a  n e ed s  from you ******

Many o f  you hav e s a i d  t h a t  you  n o t  o n l y  l i k e  b u t  NEED TVia  
W e l l ,  i t  n e e d s  you  t o o .  I t  n e e d s  n o t  o n l y  y o u r  f i n a n c i a l  sup­
p o r t  b u t  y o u r  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  fo rm o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
o f  m a t e r i a l .  Many o f  you say  you h av e  no w r i t i n g  t a l e n t .  May­
be you d o n ' t  b u t  t h a t  i s n ' t  n e e d e d .  M a t e r i a l  can be e d i t e d  and 
r e w r i t t e n  i f  t h e  i d e a s  a r e  g o o d ,  you s en d  i t — w e ' l l  f i x  i t !

Bu t  we can u se  more t h a n  s t o r i e s .  You l i k e  t o  r e a d  and see  
more t h a n  s t o r i e s  d o n ' t  you? So do t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  g i r l s .  Be­
low a r e  some o f  t h e  ways you can h e l p ,  so ch eck  them o v e r .

WILL YOU WRITE...........
Your  c a s e  h i s t o r y — how you t h i n k  y o u r  FPism s t a r t e d  and what  

h a s  h a p p e n e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  What f a c t o r s  do you  t h i n k  
p l a y e d  a  p a r t  i n  i t ?

Y ou r  i d e a s  on how t o  t e l l  a w i f e  o r  g i r l  f r i e n d .
I f  yo u have a  w i f e  who a c c e p t s  FPism w i l l  she  w r i t e  f o r  t h e  

mag.  t o  h e l p  o t h e r  w i v e s  t o  l e a r n  more?
A s h o r t  s t o r y  a b o u t  any r e a l  o r  i m a g i n e d  a d v e n t u r e  in  s k i r t s .

WILL YOU SEND.............
N e w s p ap e r  and m a g a z i n e  c l i p p i n g s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  i m p e r s o n a t i o n .  
T i t l e s ,  a u t h o r s  and p u b l i s h e r s  o f  b o o k s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  FPi sm.  
P h o t o ' s  o f  y o u r s e l f  f o r  p r i n t i n g  ( o n l y  d e c e n t ,  d i g n i f i e d  s h o t s )

HAVE YOU GIVEN US.............

Names and  l o c a t i o n s  o f  shows f e a t u r i n g  f e m a le  i m p e r s o n a t o r s  
Names and a d d r e s s e s  of  b o o k s t o r e s  and n e w s t a n d s  t h a t  m ig h t  

h a n d l e  o u r  s p e c i a l  s t o r i e s .  (TV ia  w i l l  n o t  be s o l d  p u b l i c l y )  
Names and a d d r e s s e s  o f  o t h e r  FPs  you know so t h a t  we can send 

them i n f o  on TV ia— or  have you t o l d  e v e r y o n e  a b o u t  i t ?

HAVE YOU FOUND.............
S o u r c e s  o f  i t e m s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  FPs  s u c h  a s  l a r g e r  s i z e d  a p ­

p a r e l ,  s p e c i a l  l i n g e r i e ,  s h o e s ,  c o r s e t s ,  e t c .
S p e c i a l  p r o d u c t s  f o r  c o v e r i n g  b e a r d s ,  r e m o v i n g  h a i r ,  e t c .
B e a u t y  s h o p s  o r  make up a r t i s t s  in  y o u r  c i t y  who a c c e p t  men.

IN SHORT, HAVE YOU DONE ALL YOU COULD TO HELP? I f  s o — o u r  t h a n k s  
i f  n o t ,  o u r  a p p e a l  t o  " g e t  w i t h  i t " .  TVia i s  YOUR m ag az in e  and 
you  e n j o y m e n t  of  i t  w i l l  be i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  i t s  s u c c e s s .
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1 # INSERTS : In t h i s  i s s u e  you w i l l  f i n d  a d o u b l e  page c o l o r e d
i n s e r t .  One h a l f  o f  i t  p r o v i d e s  two o r d e r  b l a n k s .  I t  would be 
a p p r e c i a t e d  i f  you would  u se  one o f  t h e s e  hen o r d e r i n g  to  f a c ­
i l i t a t e  h a n d l i n g  and make i t  e a s i e r  t o  p r e v e n t  m i s t a k e s .  O r d e r s  
f o r  TVia o r  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  o r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  g i v e n  in  t h e  
body o f  a l e t t e r  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  o v e r l o o k e d  and  l e a d  to  l a t e r  co n ­
f u s i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  two b l a n k s ,  one o f  t h e s e  you can use  r i g h t  a -  
way t o  o r d e r  #13 and you s t i l l  have one t o  s p a r e  i f  you d e c i d e d  
t o  o r d e r  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  l a t e r  on .

The s e c o n d  h a l f  i s  a s h o r t  q u e s t i o n a i r e . In t h e  o r i g i n a l  
q u e s t i o n a i r e  t h a t  was s e n t  o u t  t h e r e  was no q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  r e ­
l i g i o n  and t h e  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  o c c u p a t i o n  was v e r y  g e n e r a l .  At 
t h e  t im e  I d i d  n o t  wan t  t o  be s p e c i f i c  a b o u t  t h e  j o b  for- f e a r  
i t  c o u l d  be t o o  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e ­
q u e s t e d  and m i g h t  f r i g h t e n  r e a d e r s  o u t  o f  r e t u r n i n g  t h e  who le  
q u e s t i o n a i r e .  Ho we ver ,  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  i n t e r e s t  h a s  been shown 
by s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p e r s o n s  in  t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  b o t h  r e l i g i o n  
and s p e c i f i c  j o b s  b e i n g  done by TVs.  I f  you w i s h  t o  append  y o u r  
c o d e ,  p l e a s e  do a s  i t  w i l l  e n a b l e  t h i s  r e t u r n  t o  be f a s t e n e d  to 
y o u r  o t h e r  r e p o r t .  However ,  name o r  code number  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  
and b e c a u s e  of  t h i s  i t  i s  hoped t h a t  a l l  o f  you who t u r n e d  in t h e  
o r i g i n a l  q u e s t i o n a i r e  w i l l  r e t u r n  t h i s  one t o o  in  o r d e r  t h a t  we 
w i l l  have t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  b u i l d  a more c o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e  o f  
TVism in  1961 A m er ic a  in a f o r t h c o m i n g  r e p o r t  in one of  th e  med­
i c a l  j o u r n a l s .  In t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  many 
a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  r e s p o n d  A t n e i s t  o r  A g n o s t i c .  In t h i s  c a s e  w i l l  
you i n d i c a t e  t h e  a f f i l i a t i o n  y o u r  p a r e n t s  b e l o n g e d  t o  o r  t h a t  
you were  b r o u g h t  up in a s  a c h i l d .  Your  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  p l e a s e .

I I .  EXPERIMENTATION AND PROGRESS: I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t r y  t h i n g s
o u t  s o m e t im e s  t o  see  how t h e y  w i l l  work and s o m e t i m e s  g o a l s  t h a t  
seem d e s i r a b l e  t u r n  o u t  t o  be n o t  a s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a s  hoped f o r .  
T h i s  h a s  been p a r t  o f  t h e  s t o r y  o f  T V ia .  I h av e  e x p e r i m e n t e d  o v e r  
p a s t  i s s u e s  w i t h  c o l o r s ,  p a p e r ,  b i n d i n g s  e t c .  Some t im es  t h e  new 
i d e a  t u r n e d  o u t  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  o l d  and somet ime w o r s e .  I hope 
you w i l l  a l l  b e a r  w i t h  t h e s e  t r i a l s  and t r i b u l a t i o n s  and I t h i n k  
we a r e  a b o u t  a t  t h e  end o f  them .  T h i s  i s s u e  a s  you see  i s  p r i n t -
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ed on u n c o a t e d  bond p a p e r ,  #11 was on a  s p e c i a l  p e b b l e  f i n i s h  
p a p e r ,  and # 6 , 7 , 8 , 9 ,  and 10 we re  on c o a t e d  s t o c k .  N e i t h e r  o f  
t h e s e  seemed t o  g i v e  t h e  k i n d  o f  e f f e c t  d e s i r e d  and so we have 
s e t t l e d  on j u s t  good w h i t e  bond p a p e r  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  Our ex ­
p e r i m e n t s  i n  c o l o r  were  d e s i g n e d  t o  b r i g h t e n  up t h e  m ag az in e  
b u t  we f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  p i c t u r e s  d i d  n o t  t u r n  o u t  w e l l  on c o a t e d  
s t o c k ,  a g a i n  n e g a t i v e  r e s u l t s  b u t  t h e y  l e a d  t h e  way t o  a  b e t t e r  
a p p e a r i n g  m a g a z i n e .  P i c s  f r om  now on w i l l  be in  b l a c k  or- some 
o t h e r  d a r k  c o l o r  a s  t h e y  g i v e  b e t t e r  r e p r o d u c t i o n  and a r e  b e t t e r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s .

S t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e  we a r e  d o u b l i n g  ou r  p r i n t i n g  r u n  
s i n c e  we have  had t o  r e p r i n t  a l l  p a s t  i s s u e s  up t o  9• T h i s  
s h o u l d  be good news t o  a l l  o f  you b e c a u s e  i t  means  a w i d e r  r e a d ­
e r s h i p  w i t h  r e s u l t i n g  i n c r e a s i n g  s o u r c e s  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  m a t e r ­
i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  new f r i e n d s  a s  f e m p a l s  by 
m a i l  o r  in  p e r s o n .  Some o f  you w i l l  have  n o t i c e d  t h a t  we have  
ru n  a d s  in  C o n f i d e n t i a l  F l a s h ,  J u s t i c e . W e e k l y , Amusement Bus ­
i n e s s  and S e a r c h .  T h ese  have  b r o u g h t  in  a l o t  o f  new s i s t e r s  
t o  t h e  S o r o r i t y .  We p l a n  t o  c o n t i n u e  ou r  cam pa ign  o f  s p r e a d ­
i n g  k n o w led g e  o f  FEMIPHILIA ( f o r m e r l y  T r a n s v e s t i s m )  w h e r e v e r  
we can a s  f u n d s  a c c u m u l a t e  t o  do s o .  B a r b a r a  S t e v e n s  my new 
a s s o c i a t e  h a s  had a  l o t  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a d v e r t i s i n g  and m a i l  
o r d e r  work and she  i s  d o i n g  a  good job  o f  t a k i n g  t h i s  l o a d  o f f  
o f  my s h o u l d e r s  b o t h  f r e e i n g  me f o r  o t h e r  e d i t o r i a l  work and 
b u i l d i n g  up t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  TVia  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  I say  
t h a n k s  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  t o  h e r ,  and you s h o u l d  t o o  a s  h e r  work 
i s  b e n e f i t t i n g  us  a l l .

T h i s  i s s u e  i s  l a r g e l y  done by a new V e r i f a x  r e p r o d u c t i o n  
p r o c e s s  t h a t  s h o u l d  r e s u l t  in  g r e a t e r  l e g i b i l i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  
m ak ing  p o s s i b l e  l o n g e r  r u n s  so t h a t  r e p r i n t i n g  w i l l  n o t  be so 
t e d i o u s  o r  e x p e n s i v e .

I I I .  WELCOME TO SUSANNA: I s h o u l d  have  t h o u g h t  t o  p u t  t h i s
a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p a g e ,  S u s a n n a ,  b u t  I ' m  d o i n g  i t  o f f  
t h e  c u f f  a s  i t  comes .  Anyway,  g i r l s ,  I w ish  t o  an n o u n c e  t h a t  
S u s a n n a  i s ,  a s  you w i l l  s e e  by r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  C o n t e n t s  p a g e ,  
now a C o n t r i b u t i n g  E d i t o r .  I t  i s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  s h o u l d  
o c c u r  in  t h e  i s s u e  f o r  w h ich  she  makes  a c h a r m i n g  C over  G i r l .
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  h e r  " S u s a n n a  S ay s "  column I w i l l  be e x p e c t i n g  
h e r  t o  k ee p  me p o s t e d  on t h e  d o i n g s  in  t h e  e a s t ,  so h e l p  h e r  o u t .
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IT« 80METHIMG EVERY TWO WEEKS: So many of you hare commented
that it ie euoh a long time between issues« Originally I tried 
to overcome this by hawing the Clipsheet on alternate months« This 
was not as successful as I'd hoped, so now Barbara and I have com# 
up with another idea« Shortly you will all reoeive the first copy 
of the FEMKSMIRRORf this is our Christmas Card to you« £ut it is 
also a sample of something we think you'll like« It is the present 
plan to try to work things out so that TVia appears about the 1st 
of eaoh even numbered month9 thus #13 will be aimed at Feb« 1st« 
(but this will take some doing do be patient if we miss a few days) 
Then on the 1st« of the odd numbered months we'll hare the Clip« 
sheet— at least as long as readers keep us supplied with olippings« 
Vow we propose to put out the FEMMKMI1101 in the middle of aaoh 
month« In this way you'll have something to look forward to every 
two weeks« Prioe of the new sheet will be Si an issue like the 
Clip sheet, but we are also to the point now when we oan talk 
about 6 months or yearly subs« to these publications, so in #13 
we will be offering some composite deals involving the three«
It will require some rearranging of schedules to get into this 
groove, but we will be trying,
V. WELCOME TO THE SORORITY GIRLS: In the last 2 months we have
runsads as indicated in Part II above. As a result we have had 
the pleasure of acquiring a number of new girls to add to our 
Sorority. Although eaoh has been welcomed individually by Bar­
bara when filling their first orders, I'd like to add my own 
collective weloome to all of you as your Editor (ess)« TVia is 
for the enjoyment of all sisters and lives by virtue of the con­
tributions of its subscribers, YOU originate, Barbara and I just 
organize and circulate« So make use of our services, our columns, 
our advertizers and our desire to fill the needs of FPs everywhere. 
Particularly I'd like to ask you new girls to let others of your

*'acquaintance know of our efforts— United We Stand— you know«
VI. OUR AHWIVERSERY: This issue #12 marks the completion of Vol.
II and our second full year of publication. In the beginning it 
was tough going because there was no way of knowing that there 
were enough of you out there that I could find to keep it going.
But enough of you were found, and we are definitely here to stay«
I think the reoord of accomplishment of the past two years is some­
thing we oan all be proud of. So a HAPPY WEW YEAR TO ALL OF YOU«

Virginia«



///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

PANTIES -  SLIPS -  LINGERIE ITEMS

SLIP AND PANTIE SETS- Sml . Med. Lge # 3 . 9 8

3 LACE TRIM HALF SLIPS in  P l a s t i c  Pouch # 3 . 9 8

DAY OF THE WEEK PANTIES- 7 p r .  Boxed # 3 . 9 8

FULL SLIPS -  NYLON TRICOT -  LACE TRIM 
Good Q u a l i t y  # 2 , 9 8  & # 3 . 9 8

TRICOT BLOOMERS, WHITE 8 , 9 , 1 0  o r  X, XX & XXX 
Good Q u a l i t y  o n l y  _ # 1 . 5 0

INTERNATIONAL IMPORTERS BOX 562 ,  Richm ond,  I n d i a n a .

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
TVia r e a d e r  w i l l  s e l l  s m a l l  s u p p l y  o f  l i k e - n e w  
BIZARRE m a g a z i n e s ,  e a c h  w i t h  some TV a r t i c l e s  or  
# 1 . 2 5  e a c h  p o s t a g e  i n c l u d e d .  S y l v i a  F r a n c k

#  CONTACT 4924 West P i c o  B l v d .  Los  A n g e l e s  19 .

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

BEAUTIFUL HIGH HEEL SHOES -----

Walk w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  TV s t a r s  i n  S o l a r  
S h o e s — t h e  o p e r a  pump w i t h  f u l l  5" h e e l s .

C om ple te  r a n g e  o f  l e a t h e r s  and c o l o r s .
A l l  s i z e s  t o  1 2 s  a r e  a v a i l h l e .

ILLUSTRATED CATALOG -  # 1 . 0 0

MONIQUE -  D e p t .  T -  Box 85151 
Hol lywood  2 7 ,  C a l i f o r n i a



24— WOMEN’S SATIN P .J.’S. For sleep­
ing or lounging. Washable in Black, Gold or 
Blue. Contrasting two color spun silk-satin 
tasseled cord-belt. Sizes 10 to 20. $13.95. 
(For X-Lg. sizes, please add $5.) One 5" 
monog. or three 2" lttr. monog., $2 add’l.

27— SATIN CASUAL ROBE. Finest
quality Nashcombe Celanese satin. In 28— SATIN NIGHTGOWN. In lush Nashcombe satin,
pink, with white trim. Pink and white with a startling touch of genuine black fur and jeweled
spun silk-satin tasseled cord belt. Sm. clip (removable for laundering, of course.) Cut on the
(10-12); Med. (14-16); Lg. (18-20). bias to cling, yet be comfortable. In Black or Gold.
$12.95. 3 lttr. Monog., $2. add’l. Sizes: 10 to 20. $18.50.

J
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2 1 - P - l  TV, 40 ,  l i t t l e  e x p e r .  in  d r e s s ,  w i s h e s  h e a r  f rom  more ex 
p e r .  g i r l s  o r  u n d r s t n d g  women, w i l l  a n s .  a l l  H a r r i e t — Mass .

1 4 -  P - l  M a r r i e d  TV d e s i r e s  c o r r e s .  mee t  o t h e r  TVs in  Chicago-Ham­
mond a r e a .  W i l l  c o r r e s  w o t h e r  TVs e l s e w h e r e  D o r e t t e — I n d .

1 5 -  N - l  M a r r i e d  TV, 3 3 ,  C o l l .  g r a d . — j o u r n a l ,  p u b .  r e l a t i o n s  meet  
TVs w i t h  c u l t ,  i n t r s t s  Iowa— 1 1 1 .  Make t r i p s  F l a .  S c  W e s t ,  l i k e  
c o n t a c t s  t h e r e  t o o .  My p i c s  pg .  41 t h i s  T V ia .  M a r i l y n — Iowa .

3 2 - H - l  TV in  N.Y.  l o v e  t o  h e a r  f rom  a l l  TVs, w i l l  a n s .  a t  o n c e .  
E x ch .  p i c s  S c  m e e t .  Am u n d r s t n d g  o f  mos t  s u b j e c t s  R i t a — N.Y.

5- B-8 I and f r i e n d s  w i s h  m ee t  TVs i n  San F r a n .  S c  women n o t  mind­
i n g  h a v i n g  h u s b a n d s  who a r e  a m a t e u r  i m p e r s o n a t o r s  S y l v i a - C a l i f .

3 2 - S - 7  TV, 40 ,  l i k e  m ee t  any  TVs i n  S t a t e n  I s l a n d ,  New York a r e a  
b u t  w i l l  c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  TVs anyw here  C a r o l y n — N.Y.

43-W-2 L i k e  t o  c o r r e s .  w i t h  TVs l i v i n g  on West  C o a s t  o r  i n  New 
York C i t y  a r e a — S p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  L i n g e r i e  S u z a n n e - T e x a s

1 5 - R - l  M a r r i e d  TV, 3 2 ,  C o r p e s  & m ee t  o t h e r  TVs.  W i l l  a n s w e r  a l l  
l e t t e r s .  (Not  same p e r s o n  a s  1 5 - N - l  a b o v e - E d )  M a r i l y n — Iowa

NOTICE: Do n o t  s en d  any l e t t e r s  w h ich  a r e  t o  be r e m a i l e d  t o  t h e
C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s  Box.  Send a n s w e r s  i n  s t am p ed  u n s e a l e d  en ­
v e l o p e s  t o  CONTACT 4924 West  P i c o  B l v d .  Los  A n g e l e s  1 9 ,  C a l i f .



AUXILLIARY QUESTIONNAIRE

Your c o - o p e r a t i o n  i s  s o l i c i t e d  i n  f i l l i n g  o u t  and r e t u r n i n g  
y o u r  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  few q u e s t i o n s  b e l o w .  T hes e  we re  n o t  
a s k e d  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  b u t  i n q u i r i e s  f rom D r s .  
a s  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  our  r e a d e r s  i n  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  
have  come up and we wou ld  l i k e  t o  be a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  a n s w e r s .

S in c e  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  c o r r e l a t e  t h e s e  r e p l i e s  w i t h  t h o s e  
t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  and b e c a u s e  we now have many 
more r e a d e r s ,  a  c o u p l e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  r e p e a t e d  i n  o r d e r  
t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  t i e  i n  t o  t h e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  new q u e s t i o n s .
I a s k  y o u r  p a t i e n c e  and c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  g a t h e r  
t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s .  No name i s  n e c e s s a r y  so p l e a s e  be f r a n k .

Age_______________________________

Did you r e t u r n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ?  Yes________ No________

H i g h e s t  s c h o o l  l e v e l  a t t a i n e d ___________________________________________

Academic d e g r e e s ,  i f  any_________________________________________________

What t y p e  o f  work do you do? ( p l e a s e  be s p e c i f i c  i n  t h i s  a s  no 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  can be made— no name o r  code number  i s  a s k e d  
f o r .  I do n o t  w an t  t o  know t h e  company you work f o r ,  b u t  I 
do want  t o  know t h e  s p e c i f i c  t y p e  o f  j o b  you d o ,  i . e .  H o t e l  
C l e r k ,  b o o k k e e p e r ,  c h e m i s t ,  e t c .  I f  g e n e r a l  work l i k e  s e l l ­
i n g ,  p l e a s e  g i v e  t h e  t y p e  o f  s e l l i n g  d o n e ,  i . e .  m e n ' s  w e a r ,  
a u t o m o b i l e s ,  e l e c t r o n i c  s u p p l i e s ,  e t c . ___________________________

R e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n :  I f  you a r e  n o t  a c t i v e  in  an y  c h u r c h  now,
p l e a s e  e n t e r  t h e  r e l i g i o n  you w ere  b r o u g h t  up i n  o r  t h a t  y o u r  
p a r e n t s  a t t e n d e d .  P l e a s e  g i v e  d e n o m i n a t i o n  n o t  j u s t  " P r o t e s ­
t a n t  " .

Thank you f o r  y o u r  h e l p ,  

V i r g i n i a

J





Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA i s  made up p r i m a r i l y  o f  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  by i t s  
r e a d e r s .  M a t e r i a l  i s  s o l i c i t e d  on t h i s  b a s i s :

1 .  M a t e r i a l  i f  o f f e r e d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  GRATIS!
2.  M a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  w i l l  n o t  be r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  r e q u e s t e d  

and a  s t am p ed  e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d .
3 .  The E d i t o r  r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be t h e  s o l e  j u d g e  o f  

w h a t  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  be p r i n t e d  and  t o  e d i t ,  a l t e r ,  d e l e t e  
o r  r e f u s e  m a t e r i a l  when he deems i t  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  
o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e .  O f f  c o l o r  m a t e r i a l  o r  p i c t u r e s  w i l l  n o t  
be p u b l i s h e d .

* * *  « * «

ADVERTISING RATES AND INFORMATION

PERSON TO PERSON SECTION: T h i s  s e o t i o n  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  make
p o s s i b l e  a  w i d e r  a c q u a i n t a n c e  among TVs, so USE IT! NO c o r r e s ­
p o n dence  i n t e n d e d  f o r  r e m a i l i n g  s h o u l d  be s e n t  t o  t h e  m a g a z i n e .  
A d d r e s s  a l l  r e p l i e s  t o  ttCONTACTw 4924- W. P i c o  B l v d .  Los  A n g e l e s  
1 9 ,  C a l i f *  Send l e t t e r s  i n  o p e n ,  s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e s  g i v i n g  y o u r  
own name and  a d d r e s s  i n s i d e *  L e t t e r s  t o  a u t h o r s  o f  a r t i o l e s  o r  
L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  a c c e p t e d  on t h e  same b a s i s ,

RATES: $2 p e r  ad  p e r  i s s u e  f c r  up t o  5 l i n e s .  R e p l i e s  $1
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF"CONTACT" IS  LIMITED TO MAILING LETTERS,
NOT FOR ANY SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS OF THE PARTIES!

GOODS AND SERVICES SECTION: T h i s  s e c t i o n  open t o  t h o s e  h a v i n g
i t e m s  o r  s e r v i c e s  o f  u s e  t o  TVs. The E d i t o r  a s k s  t h a t  an y  l i t ­
e r a t u r e  o r  p i c t u r e s  t o  be a d v e r t i s e d  be s e n t  t o  him f o r  a p p r o v a l  
b e f o r e  b e i n g  a c c e p t e d  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g .  SPACE RATES:

F u l l  page  (40 l i n e s  6 i  v e r t i c l e  i n c h e s )  1 i s s u e  $ 2 0 . 0 0
H a l f  pa ge  (20 l i n e s  3 i“ v e r t i c l e  i n c h e s )  1 i s s u e  $ 1 3 . 0 0
Q uar t *  pg (10 l i n e s  1 it v e r t i c l e  i n c h e s )  1 i s s u e  $ 7 . 5 0

TRANSVESTIA i s  p u b l i s h e d  a p p r o x ,  e v e r y  2 m o n t h s .  Send m a t e r ­
i a l  by t h e  1 3 t h  o f  t h e  month  p r o c e e d i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n .

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $4 p e r  i s s u e  p a i d  i n  a d v a n c e .

I f  t h i s  i 8 y o u r  l a s t  p a i d  i s s u e  p l e a s e  r e s u b s c r i b e  NOW! Don11 
m i s s  an  i s s u e  w r i t e  t o d a y .  YOUR SUBSCRIPTION EXPIRES WITH _______

Your personal and private IDENTIFICATION CODE NUMBER IS




